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SALUTATION 


To Tux 


BRITAINS, 


To call them 


From the Many Things, to the One 
Thing needtul, for the Saving of 


their Souls. 
ESPECTALLY, 


To the poor Unlearned” Tradeſmen, Plowmen 
and Shepherds, thoſe that are of a low Degree 
like myſelf, this, in * to direct you to 
know God and Chriſt, the only wiſe God, 
which is Life eternal, and to learn of him, that 

you may become wiſer than your Teachers. 


By ELLIS PUGH, © 
— a—_ : 
Tranſlated from the Briviſh Language by ne A . 
Ellis, revis d and corrected by David il. 
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They have forſaken me the Fountain of living Waters, 


hewed them our Cifterns, broken Cifterns that can 2 3 | 
no Mater. Jer. ii. 13, | 
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To the READER, r 
N 5 H won org in — 
L. Fariſhbo Felle, unte COUNTY 0 
Merionith, and Dominion of Wales, in 
the 6th Month 1656. His Parents were 
religious People, and he was left Fa- 
therleſs and Motherleſs, like a Spar- 
row alone upon the Houſe- top. His 
Father died before he was born, and bis 
Mother à few Days after : And when 
| be was in bis Touthb, going with the 
Multitude imo Folly, it pleaſed God hy 
his Fudgment, to ſtand in hit May, and 
+ cauſed him to' conſider the Tbings that 
belonged to his Soul's / everlaſting 
7 A 2 Peace. 


1 
Peace And in the eighteenth Year of 
his Age, the Lord viſited him more emi- 
nently, kindling a Zeal in him to ſerve 
bis Creator more diligently, 
- 4674, when having been alſo reached by 
thoſe People he Teftimony. of John ap 


ffered Per · 
a. * John, one of the People 


called Quakers. 
God, who promiſed to be a Father to 
the Fatherleſs, took care of bim, and 
endued bim with his Grace; and about 
the Tear 1680, gave him a Part of the 
| Miniſtry of the Goſpel of Chriſt (not- 
. evithſtanding he was not one of the Wife 
of this World, nor had human Learning) 


yet he was made a profirable Inflrument 


to turn Divers from Vanity, and to 
exhort and ſtrengtben many in their 
and alſo in this Country, where he finiſh- 
ed his Courſe. © 8 Nn # 2 
In the Tear 1686, he and his Family, 
with divers of. his Acquaintance began 
_ their Journey to Penfilvania, and whilft 
they ſtayed 2 4 Ship to he ready, there 
came great Trouble and Exerciſe upon 
bim, ſo that be was fick for ſome 
8 1 | . | | Days; 


ſpiritual Journey in his native Land, 


(„ 


Days ; an in that Strait the Lord 
ſh-wed unto bin, that they ſhould meet 


with Troubles and Exerciſes in their 


Fourney, and that he bad a Work for 


him in that Country, and that he muſt 
return there again. A ter they ſailed, 
they net with Storms, Straits . and 
Troubles; and having been upon the 


tempe ſtuous Sea all Winter, they arri- 
ved in the | 

there they were fohfully and lovingly © 
received by their Friends, and the Sum- 


ft Month at Barbadoes, 


mer following, in the Tear. 1687, they 


arrived in Penſilvania. After be had 


lived there till the Tear 1706, Con- 


cern remained upon bim to viſit the 


Inhabitants of bis native Country, ac- 


cording to what the Lord reuraled unto 
him, beſore he came from thence. And 
after he bad f erſorned that Service, 
which was beneficial and acceptable to 
many, be returned 10 his Family in be 
Tear: 108; and. a Concern came upon 
him to urite tbe following Boo, 10 di- 


ref the unlearned CUE low: De- 


gree, to know God and Chriſt, ihe Life 


42 eternal; 


* * 
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(vi) 
eternal; which he wrote for the moſt 
Part in bis laſt Sickneſs, ' 

His Conduct in his Fumily, in bis 
Neighbourhood, and in the Church, was 
meek, loving, and peaceable, and to Edi- 

cation, and his Converſation innocent, 
chaſte, and coupled with the Fear of God, 
honourable among his Friends, and of 
good Report among all People generally ; 
and being: patient in his tedious Sickneſs, 
contented to wait the Lord's Time, be 
ſlept with bis Fathers on ibe 3d Day of 
the 101h Month, 1718, in Favour with 
God, giving him the Glory. 


Courteoys Reader, 

Thou haft here ſome Account concer n- 
ing the Author, who was a Man fearing + 
God, and eſthewing Evil. Read toit haut 
Prejudice, confider impartially, and God 
direct thee in the Way herpleef eth him, 
that thou may*ſt in the End obtain the 

Crown of Liſe, which the Lord the 
righteous Judge will give to all that 
love his Appearance. 2 Tin. iv. 2. 


| Farewell. 


C 


The T EST I MON Y of hy | 
Monthly-Meeting at Gwynedd, in 
tbe County of Philadelphia, in 
Penſil vania, concerning our Friend, 
ELLIS PUGH, the Autor of 
"tbe following Treatiſe. 


HE Lord, out of his great Merey 
hath long forbore, and often called 
F | aſter us, and in ſome meaſure opened 
h | our Eyes, to ſee the Emptineſs and Va- 
nity which we followed, and at that 
time in 2 Concern for out Souls, endea- 
voured to ſeck the Way to pleaſe God. 
And in the beginning of our Aſſembling 
g {| together in this Condition to wait upon 
the Lord, it pleaſed him to prepare our 
Friend and Countryman, Ellis Pugb, to 
be a ſerviceible Inſtrument in his Hand, 
to cheriſh and inſtruct us in Meekneſs 
and Tenderneſs, to obey that whick 
t 1 God made known unto us of his Will, 
l and to follow and underftand the Ope- 
©... | ration of his Spirit, diſcovering to us 
Vp | | A 4 | the 


(viii ) 


the Snares of the Enemy of our Souls, | 


his good will and loving Care (among 
others that were fitted for the fame 
Service) hath been a more profitable 
Means in the Hand cf the Lord, to- 
wards directing and edifying of vs in 
the Way of Truth, than the Miniſtry 
we had been under from our Youth ; 

for by the Tenderneſs and Influence 
which came as Dew upon our Souls, 


while we: ſat under his Miniſtry, we 
believed his Doctrine was of God. He 


continued with the ſame Diligence in 


his Service, until he found in his Heart 


to viſit his on reopls in his na- 


tive Land. 


We. believe his Viſit was deteptable,” 
where there was an open Door to re- 


ceive it. After his Return, his Ser- 
vice and often Viſits to us were profi- 
table. 


of the Lord's Dealings with him, cdn- 


cerning which we have obſerved, that 


the Lord was near unto him in the Time 


of his Trial. After his Return Home, 
8 | three 


It is with us to make Ss Mannion | 


three of his Children, in the Flower of 
their Age, dyed within one Month, 
who from their?Y outh walked! oxderly 
and hopeful. He mourned not as one 
without Hope. Strength was given 
him to bear his Affliction. He ſaid, If 
be could bear . his Aſfliction acceptable in 
the Sight of God, it would be as Marrow 
to hi Bones: Which Teſtimony was 
publick, to rhe Comfort of the Hearers, 
and in a publick Meeting, among ſeveral 
other Things, Which was to Edification. 
His Reſidence was then neater to us 
than befote, which render'd his Life 
and Converſation more conſpicuous, 
and his Fellowſhip more known unto us. 
He was of a meek: and quiet Spixit, con- 
fiderate and folid in his Judgment, of 


Jew Words, and: his Inclination was to 


ſupport Love and Unity amongſt all, 


* 


more eſpecially in the Houſhould of 


Faith; honeſt and careful in his Ca}- 
ling, left he ſhould give juſt Cauſe to 
make any uneaſie, which induced ſe- 


velal to ſpeak of the Good they fe- 


ceived by his chaſte Converſation 3 and 
Senn A 5 his 


(x) 


his loving and comforrable Expreſſions 


While he was among them, in their 
ſeveral Families, his Memory will not 
ſoon wear our. {has 
At the Time we had Notice of the 


Departure (out of this Life) of our | 
Friend Griſith Owen, (a Man worthy of 


being remembred in the Church and 
Country, whoſe Name is of good Savour 
in the publick Place where he lived, 
becauſe of his religious Behaviour in 
his Calling among the People of every 
Rank) at that Time he was taken fick, 
which by degrees proved his dying Sick- 
neſs. This Sickneſs continued about a 


Year und three Months, fo that be was 


not well able to follow his Calling. In 
the mean Time, his natural Life grew 
weaker ; but his Candle (to toit, the 
Light of his Soul) ſhined brighter, as the 
impartial Reader may ſee, and feel his 
Love and Good-will in the following 
Treatife, as his laſt Will, and loving 
Salutation to his Country-People the 
Britains, in his native Country, which 
he with his own Hand wrote in his own 
y Language, 


(ﬆ) 
Language, in the Time of his long Sick- 
neſs, when the Object of his View was 
towards that which pertains to Eterni- 
ty,” more eſpecially to thoſe, or for the 
Sake of thoſe to whom the Salutation 
of his Life reached over Sea and Land, 
for the Encouragement and Inſtruction 
of them that were ſeeking the Way to 
Sion, the new Feruſalen, the City of. the 
great King, whoſe Walls and Bulwarks » 
. e 0260 
There are many among the Profeſſors 
of Chriſtianity, that ſpeak and write 
concerning her Glory by Study and Pre- 
meditation, to gather thro the Strength 
of human Learning and Wiſdom, to 
hold forth the Beauty and Excellency f 
her, even the Lamb's Wife.' Thouſhalt 
ſee, if thou readeſt impartially, what 
be taſted and felt of the good Word of 
Life, and of the Way thar leads to the 
Father, in which (we believe) he reſted, 
and laid down his Head' in Peace. | 
In the Time of his Sickneſs, while he 
could walk about, near his End, he vi- 
fited us, t wit, the laſt Meeting he was 
\ 6 among 


(a) 


among us, weak in Body; but fervent 
in Spirit, with a great deal of Love and 


* . Tenderneſs, as one raking his laſt Leave, - 


ſaying, that the Lord granted him his 


Deſire to came and viſit us once more; 
often putting us in Mind to keep in 
Love and Unity, and to keep out from 
amongſt us; as much as we could, all 
Strife and Diſeord; and when any Thing 


appeared. which had a Tendency there- 


. unto, that Hands ſhould be laid with- 


out delay, to end it. And that none 
ſhould depend upon his own Hand, Eye, 
or Ballance in Judgment. 


He was fitted to counſel has, 5 


cauſe his Life and Converſation was 
anſwerable: to his Teſtimony, amongſt 
his Family tender and careful to coun- 
ſel them to live in the Fear of God. 
We looked upon him, and our 
Thoughts were concerning him, that he 
was as one who had finiſhed his Work; 
and thatthe Time of bis Diſſolution drew 
nigh': And that he might ſay, in the 

Words of Faul, according to his Mea- 
— have fought agood Fight, I have 
finiſhed 


— — — — 
— —— 


— b 
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Henceforth there is laid, up 
Crown of Righteouſneſs, which the Lord, 


4 7 


— 


ni ſbed m) Cour ſe, I have kept the Faith - 


for me 4 


the righteous Fudge ſhall give me at that 
Day : And not to- me only, but unto all 


them alſo that love his Appearance. 


Signed in the Behalf of the ſaic 


Meeting, by 


John Hugh, | 
Edward Foulk, 
John Humphbry, 
Edward Robert, 
Hugh Griffith, 
Meredith David, 
Thomas Pugh, 


David Meredith, 
Thomas Evan, 
Robert Evan, 
Owen Evan, 
Cadwalader Evan, 
Robert Fones, 


Evan Evans, 


Rowland Ellis, 


Joh Evans. 
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SALUTATIO 
1 TO THE - 


BRITAIN'S, &.. 


4 
r * 


6 — 


4 


„HA b. 1 


Concerning the f Creation, Fall, and 
Redemption of Mankind. 


N the Reginning God created all 


mage (ſuperior to all the Crea - 5 


Things according to his own Plea» - 
ſure, and Man after his owl! l. 


rures) ina pure State, fit to ſetve and 
glorify his Creator: But the Serpent, 


the envious ſubtil Spirit, deceived 
Eve, and ſhe ſaw that the forbidden 
Fruit was a deſirable Thing; ſo 125 i 


(2) 


and Eve broke the Command, by yield- 


ing. Obedience to the wicked One, ant 
Diſobedience to God; ſo Sin and Tranſ- 
greſſion took hold upon Mankind: Bur 
their merciful Father viſited them in 
the Cool of the Day, to chaſtiſe and 
take Care of them, ſaying, That he 
Seed of the Woman ſhall ehe the Er- 
pes Fae. 

a ack of Corruptian,” Sin Ind 
Diſobedience followed the Children of 
Men like a Leproſy : But the Seed of 
the Woman was the Help and Defence 
God gave them, to the End they might 
overcome Satan, which Seed is Chfiſt, 
the ſame that (by Corruption in the 
Hearts of People) was flain from the 
Foundation of the World, and was or- 
dained alſo, in the Fulneſs of Time, to 
lay down his Body to redeem People, 
and to bting them Home and recongile 
them to the Father. For he was groven 


A Light to the Gentiles, and Salvation 


to the Ende of the Earth, Iſa. xlix. 6. 
And altho' Satan and Corruption 


made People unfir, and not able of 
themſel ves to perform any acceptable 


Service 


ww * 29 — 


hath been heard is, Fear Gd and Keep! 


bs, . ! 
q 
630 
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Service to theit Creator, yet by the 
Afi ft.nce of the eternal Word, and Lighr... 
to ich entight eneih every one thut cometh. 
into the World, the holy Men of God in 
former Ages, worſhipped God according. | 
to his Will. And the Religion which 
the Lord commanded was Job's Reli- 
gion; for he ſaid unto Satan, Haſt thou 
ſet thy Heart on, or conſidered my Ser- 
-vant Job, that there is neue {ike him in 
the Earth, a perfect and upright Man, 
one that feareth God and eſcheweth Evil, 
Job. i. 8. And as the wiſe Man ſaid (the: 

Concluſion of the whole Matter that 


his Commandzents, for this is the whole. 
Duty of Man. Eccl. xii. 13. I 

But all Manner of Sins and Iniquities; 5 
grew up among People, when at the 
ſame Time they acknowledged e 
was ſome Service due to the Lord, re- 
quired at their Hands, and Satan — 
them to invent ſome Form, ſome Image 
of Service and Worſhip; ſome alter; 
one Manner, and ſome: aſter another, 
ſeeking to pleaſe God, not in his Fear, 


nor * Obedience to p n all ſers, 
ting. 


IH 


ting up their own Idols, and bowing 
thereunto : So the World was filled 
with Superſtitions and Opinions; and 
thus the Devil did Tet People at work 
to hate one another, and to make War, 
and to ſhed the Blood one of another; 
ſo he made the World a Wilderneſs, 
and Darkneſs ruled therein: Therefore 
he was called the Prince of 1his World, 
John xiv. 30. alſo the Prince of the 
Power of the Air, the Sfirit that work- 
= H#feth in the Children of Diſobedience. 
| Ehbp.11. 2. E 7 64, 
And as Satan brake into every 
Vineyard, fo the Lord by his Propher, 
complained againſt the Children of 
Iſrael. ſaying, they have forſaken me 
the Fountain of living Waters, and 
hewed them out broken Cifterns that can 
= hold no Water. Jer. ii. 13. For Men 
in the State of Nature did, and vet do, 
| rather love their own filthy Waters 
than the Water of Life, which Chriſt is 
giving to thoſe that come unro him, 
= which Water waſhes and heals the Soul; 
{ bur the Enemy ſets People at work, to 
dig for dead and poiſonous Waters, 
which 


= 
A” ye 


N | * 1 
which he makes ſweet and deſira- 
ble to the Concupiſence of Fleſh and 


Blood. | 


But for all this, God continued in- 


| his Love and Mercy towards the Work- 
manſhip of his Hands, ſending his Pro- 


phers, riſing up early, to call and in- 


F vite them, caufing the Covenants of 


Peace to be made known unto them, 


if they would return to him from their 


evil Ways as may be ſeen, I/a. Iv. 1, 
24 3, 6, 7, 8. Ho ! every one that 
thirſteth, come ye to the Waters! He 
that bath no Money, come ye, buy and 
eat, yea, come buy Wine and Milk, with · 
out Money and without Price. Wheres 
fere do ye ſpend Money for that which 
is not Bread, and your Labour for that 
which ſatisfieth not? Hearken diligent- 
ly unto me, and eat ye that which ir 
good, and let your Soul delight it ſelf in 
Fatneſs, Incline your Ear, and come 


unto ne. Hear and your Soul ſhall live, 
and I will make an everlaſting Covenant 


with you. even the ſure” Merciet of 
David. Seek ye the Lord whilethe may 


be found, call ye upon bim while he is 
near 


p 


_—_ 


— AL 


(6) 


ne ir. Let the Wicked forſake his Way, | 
an. ihe unrighteous Man his Thoughts, | 
and let him return unto the Lord, and be 
will have Mercy xpon him, and to ur 
God, for he will abundantly parilon. For 
my Thoughts are not your Thoughts, | 
niiher are your Ways my Ways, fanth | 


the Lord. 


And the Teſtimonies of the true Pro- ; 


phets are full of the like Invitations, 
upon the ſame Conditions; that is, to 
turn unto the Lord, from Falſhood. 
but People chooſe their own Ways, 
their own Thoughts, and their own 
Prophets, rather than the Lords. Be- 
cauſe the true Prophets pronounced 
Woes and Deſtruction againſt them for 


their Sins, if they would not return to 


the Lord from their evil Converſation; 
but the falſe Prophets cried Peace to 
the Ungodly, ſaying, Is not the Lord 
among ſi us ?. Evil will not come upon us; 
the Sword and the Famine will -aot be in 
this Land. Wü 


And as it z natutal for Fleſh and 


Blood to believe the beſt of them- 
ſelves," and the | worſt of thoſe that 


ſpeak 


(7) | 
| $ ſpeak againſt them, therefore they 
1k F hated and perſecured the true Pro- 
2 be phets, by putting them ro Death as 
* I falſe Prophets. So it was in the 
Days of Ahab The Children of 1/rael, 
e after they had forſaken the Covenant 
of the Lord, and thrown down his Al- 
tars, and flain his Prophets with the 
Sword, and heaped unto themſelves 
Companies of falſe Prophets, ſo not 
without Cauſe the Lord complained, 
ſaying, Hear, O Heavens, and give Ear, 
O Earth; for the Lord hath ſpoken, 
have nouriſhed and brought up Chit- 
dren, and they have rebelled againſt me. 
The Ox knoweth his Owner, .and the 
Aſs bis Mafter's Crib, bur Iſrael dorh 
not know, my People doth not conſider, 
Iſa. i. 3 N N 
Nevertheleſs, God (ſlow to Anger, 
and of great Kindneſs) ſent his only 
begotten Son to the rebellious Vine- 
dreſſors to be killed; he was willing 
to die for Sinners, to redeem them 
from their Captivity; who when he 
was born at Berhl/ebem Judea, the 
9A Lord ſent his Angel to inform the 
| | — Shep- 


r — . Ä — 
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Shepherds; not the wiſe and learned, 
full of their own Righteouſneſs ; but 
to the poor, mean, illiterate, and thoſe 
of low Degree; ſuch as were keeping 
Watch over their Flock by Night. 
And lo the Angel of the Lord came up- 
on them, .and the Glory of the Lord ſhone | 
round about them, and they were ſore | 
afraid. And the Angel ſaid unto them, | 
ear not, for behold, I bring you good | 
Tidings of great Foy, which ſhall be to 
all People; fer unto you is born this | 


Day in the Cuy of David, a Saviour, 


which is Chriſt the Lord. This ſhall be | 


4 Sign unto you; ye ſhall find the Babe 
wraped in ſwadling Clothes lying in 4 
Manger ; and ſuddenly there was with 


the Angel, a Multitude of the beavenly | 


Hoſt, praiſing God, and ſaying, Glory 


to Gad in the Higheſt, and on Earth, | 


Peace, good Will rowirds Men. And as 


the Angels were gone away into Heas | 
ven, the Shepherds ſaid one to another, 


Let ws go even unto Bethlehem, and 

fee this Thing that is come to paſs which 
the Lord: hath made known unto us. 
And they came mitb'hafte; and they found 


Mary 
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. 
Mary and Joſeph and the Babe lying in 
a Manger. And when they had ſeen it, 
they made known abroad, the Saying 
that was told them, concerning this 
Child; and all they that heard it, won- 
dred at thoſe Things which were told 
them by the Shepherds : But Mary kept 
all theſe Things, and pondred them in 
her Heart. And the Shepherds return- 
ed, glorifying and praifing God for all 
the Things that they had heard and ſeen, 
as it was told unto them. Luke ii. 8, 9, 
t 1. 
Theſe are ſuch People as preached 
Chriſt at his Birth, to the Admiration 
of their Hearers: Theſe believed and re- 
7 the heavenly Meſſage, and made 
aſte to ſee him; when they ſaw him 
they believed in him, and returned glo- 
rifying and praiſing God. The Shep- 
herds were not offended at his Appear- 
ance, notwithſtanding it was low; lay- 
ing in the Manger, in ſwadling Clothes, 
bur that was not ſuch a Kingas the wiſe 
and great Men ſought for. 
When. the Time came for Jeſus. to 
fulfil his Miniſtry, to preach and work 
| Miracles 


T3 3 

Miracles, the World could neither ple 
receive nor know him, becauſe their the 
Way was not his Way. But Who fe- he 
ceived him ? The poor illiterate Fiſh- he 
ers and Men of low Degree. Theſe ea 
alſo he hath choſen to be his Diſciples: WO 
Theſe were not filled with Self righte- wei 
ouſneſs, nor high Thoughts of them- dor 
ſelves, nor of their own Religion: tha 
They had Place to receive God's King- and 
dom, therefore they left all, and fol- his 
lowed Chriſt, who came to put an the 
End to the many Offerings, Sacrifices Age 
and Traditions, which were Shadows 7b 
and Signs of his Coming, who is the (the 
great everlaſting Sacrifice which put low 
an End to all; fulfilling the ſame | ;þ- 
by the one Sacrifice of bimſelf, with Far 
which he bought all Mankind, by 1911 
bringing in the new Covenant, and. IB 
2 more heavenly and more ſpiritual unle 
„„ eee ee | 
And although the High Prieſts and I Anf 
Scribes and Phariſees were reading and fer 
waiting for the Coming of Chriſt, yet I the 
they did nor know him, nor receive || the; 
him, nor believe, becauſe he did not ger 


ger and Thirſt * Righteouſuc 8 he 


ECW) 

pleaſe them, for he teſtified againſt 
them, and their falſe Ways; and tho 
he-wrought heavenly Miracles among 
them, as healing all Manner of Di- 
ieaſes, and railing the Dead, yet his 
Word had no Place in them, for they 
were full of human and earthly. Wiſ⸗ 
dom ; they: would nor come unto him, 
that they might have Life, but more 
and mere hatred him, and became 
his Enemies: And in Truth, this is 
the Stone which the Builders, in every - 
Age, have rejected: This is the Word 
that mas made Fleſh, and dwelt among us 
(that is, the poor unlearned Fiſhers of 


low Degree) and we beheld bis. Glory, 


the Glory as of the only begotten of the 
Father, fall of Grace and Truth. John 
1. 1 N r 

E But ſome will ſay, How came theſe 
unlearned Men to know Chrift, and 
the learned Men not know him? The 
Anſwer is, becauſe the _ Fiſhermen 
were poor in their Spirits; Therefore, 
the Kingdom of Heaven was to be 
theirs; the Poor that know a Han- 


10 


2 


Promiſe is to them) they ſhall he 11 
/ed. Mat. v. 3. 6. Thete know their 
Saviour, by his Grace, Virtue and hea- 
venly Inſpiration; tor. God revealed 
himfelt unro them: For when Peter 
ſaid, Thou art Chriſt, the Son of the 
living God; Jeſus anfwered, Fleſh and 
Blood bath. nor revealed it unto thee, 
hut my Father which is in Heaven. 
Mat. xvi. 17. 

Theſe were empty, and in a Schſe of 
their Want and Thirſt of their Souls, 
they were ready to come to the Foun- 
tain, and drink of the living Water, 
which was ſweet unto them: And 
therefore they loved Chriſt, and ad- 
hered, unto him, and he alſo knew and 
perceived who were Sick and whowant- 
ed a Phyſician ; Therefore he called 
them ; and after they knew the Preci- 
ouſneſs of him, they would ſay, To 
whom ſhall we go? Thou hoſt the Words 
of eternal Life. John vi. 68. 


But the wiſe Men and Learned, they 7 


were full; and had no room to re- 
ceive; they were whole and wanted 
not reien; — did they en- 


quireſ}. 


613) 

Al- quire for ſo mean a Thing, and ſo 
heir contemptible as Chriſt was in their 
ned- Sight; therefore becauſe his outward 
aled Appearance was not more glorious to 
rte, antwer their Minds, they reſected him 
he who was the Sant that was to be'rhe 
ond Head of the Car ner, and was the Foun- 
hee, rain of living Water, and the Light of 
wen. ¶ Life. Pal cxviii. 22; Mat. xxi;22. 

at Rev. vii. 17. p | | d ' \\ 1 F 
Nevertheleſs Chriſt had Followers, 
whomifrom their ſpiritual Poverty (as 
above-mentioned) he made Choice of, 
and they made Choice of him. Unte 
ſuch he taught the Law of the new Co- 
venant, which exceeds that of Moſes, 
preaching unto them the Goſpel of God's 
Kingdom, ſetting himſelf forth to be a 
Way, a Light, a Spitit, a Life, a Lea- 
der, a Fountain, a Vine and a Shepherd, 
„ lotto them, in ſuch a Way as the World 
Vordsfcould not, nor can receive him; but 
Father rejeQt and gainſay him, as may be 

tbe Profellors 


they een at this Day among 
0 Te- of Chriſtiani. 
. 
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Concerning 5008 Seriptures, 5 a 
Saviour 7 Ipirt hgh bee, N 


IRIS T ſaid; 1 am the. Way,” the 
Truth and the Life : No Man com- 
erb to the Father, but hy me. John giv. 6. 
But ſome ſay; the Scripture is the Way 
vhich lea deth us to the Father, and the 
Scripture isthe Truth, which is to teach 
and guide us, and to declare unto us 
the Will and Commands of God, and 
ſo we hope to have Life. But what 
Seriptures tell us that Life ſtands in the 
Pau or in the Writing? Do not 
tlie Scriptutes direct and call People te 
Chriſt, 100 he calls to himſelf: He ſaic 
unto che Jetos that ſtrove againſt him 
Searth *the- Scriptures, for in themt yt 
think "to habe erernal Liſe; they ar. 
they that teſtiſy of me, and ye will no 
come to me that ye may have Life. Joh 
v. 39; 40. 
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| And are bt the Profeſſors of out 
— Age exactly of the ſame. Mind with 
_- Ethiſe 1} They would have 


Pu 


Life in the Scriprures, but they will 
not have Chrift, who is the Liſe. Feſus' 
id, J am 7 h Lg of the World ;"Þþ#\. 
hut ale verb vie ſhall not atk in Par BY 
neſs, but Pall hyve the Tight of l. e 
John viii. 12. Bur they ſay," the Scrip- 
ture is the beſt Light which every one 
ovght to follow, Which (they ſay) is 
ſufficient to bring People to Salvations' 
Is nor this Darkneſs, Blaſphemy and E 1 
ror, that is, to put the Scriptures be 
fore and above Chriſt, and? render it? 
more ſufficient to lend to Salvation“ 
Which they cannot make out, for Chrift* - 
was given 2 Head to the Church above 
every thing: OR ef] 30 
But bear with me to expoſtulate's 
ichlittle in the Defence of Truth, in Scrip- 
tare Words. In the firſt Place, 140 9 
lieve there is none will deny bor every 
one that is under the Name of Chiiftiang” 
muſt” acknowledge Chriſt is the Wofd 
hat was made Fleſh, and deelr among 
is r Apoſtles? What then? Was not this“ 
B 3 the 


N 

the Word which was From the Beg in- 
ning with God, John 1. 14. And God 
was the Word ; all Things were made by 
Him. In him was Life, and the Life was: 
the Light of Men. There was a Man ſent. 
from God, whoſe Name was John, ihe 
ſame came to bear witneſs of CE ab. 
He was not that Light, but was ſent to 
bear witneſs of that Light, John i. 1, 8, 
4, 10 12. [ LAS WW... Ft 2064-215 1 

But why may it not be ſaid in like 
Manner, the Scriptures were ſent from 
God to bear witneſs of the Li-hr ? But 
the Scriptute is not the Light; but it 
was ſent, that it might bear witneſs of 
that Light; but be was the true Light. 
which hghteth every Man f hat cometh 
into the World : Which cannot be ſaid 
of the Scriptures, for there is but a 
ſmall Part of the World that received 
the Scriptures, and many of thoſe have 
not as yet received the true Light which 
lig btet h every Man, ſnining in the og 
neſs of Men's Hearts, and the Dark- 
neſs not comprehending it. The World 
knew him not, nor received him; bat: 
4, many as received hin, to them 60e 


(17) 


he Power to become the Sons of God, 


but Experience tells us, that People may 
receive the Scriptures, and read them, 
and not receive Power to become rhe 
Sons of God; ior the Power and Lite 


and thoſe that receive this Light and 
walk therein, they have Fellowſhip one 
with another, and the Blood of Fe ſus 
Chrift his Son cleanſeth them from every 
Sin. 15 | | 
But the 


demnation, that Light is come into the 
Vorld, and Men loved Darkneſs rather 


han Light, becauſe their Deeds were 


vil; for every one that doth Evil hateth 
he Light, neither cometh to the Light, 
caſt bis Deeds ſhould be reproved : But 
be that doth Truth cometh to ie Light, 
hat his Deeds may be made m.nifeſt that 
hey are wrought in God, John iii, 19, 20, 
I. B 4 Here 


even to them that believe in his Name, 


is in Chriſt, who is the true Light. 


Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, 
who in Contentions one againft another 
et up the Scriptures above Chrift, they 
alſo forſake the Fountain where they 
may be waſhed. - Is not this he whom . 
he World hates? And this is the Cans 


= 


„ 

Here the Reaſon” is manifeſt why 
Men love Darkneſs, becauſe it is eaſier 
for them to fin in Darkneſs ; and they 
hate the Light, becauſe it makes mani- 
feſt all their evil Deeds, and reproveth 
them in their own Hearts; and in as 
much as they neither know it nor its 


Virtues, any further than ſomething te · 
proving them, and that they do not in- 


tend to return at the Reproof thereof, 
but to gather Reaſons to ſay and plead 

againſt it, that it is nothing but a na- 
tural Light, and that i it is not ſufficient 
to lead to Salvation. 


But of a Truth, if Chriſt, as he is 


God, and hath all Power in bim, and 
as he is the eternal Word, the holy 
Spirit, the Life, and the Light, and all 
true Wiſdom and Knowledge treaſured 
up in him, is not ſufficient to lead to 
Silration, T know not what is ſuſfi- 
cient, if he is not: The Spirit that 
guides into all Truth, concerning whom 
Chriſt ſaid, the Spirit of Truth "whom 


the World cannot receive, becauſe it 
¶ſeerb hin not, neither knoweth him, "but 


» * 


(19) 
ye know him, for be dwelleth with vou, 
and ſhall be in jou: I will not leave your 
comfortleſs, I will come unto you at 
that Day you ſhall know that I am in the 
Father, and you in ne, and I in you, John 
X1V. 17. 20. en BY een 
But the Profeſſors of this Age, will 
not have Chriſt to be in his People; 
how then are they Chriſt's? Now if any 
Man hat h not the Spirit of Chriſt, he ts 
none of his; and if Chriſt be in you, the 
Body is dead becauſe of Sin, but the 
Spirit' is Life becauſe of Righteouſneſs. 
Rom. viii. 9, 10. For when' Chriſt 
comes to take Poſſeſſion in the Hearts of 
People, he ſets up his Kingdom, Law. 
and Government; that is, the Law of 
the Spirir of Lite, which ſers free from 
the Law. of Sin and Death ; then the 
Devil loſeth his Kingdom, and loſeth 
his Subjects and Government in the 
Hearts of People, when Chriſt com- 
eth to cal! him our, and take the Po- 
ſeſſion. & Eff fc <1 
Therefore the old ſubtle Enemy ſets 
all his Craft to work to keep the Chil- 
ney B 5 dren 


612609 

dren pf che World in his dark Kingdom, 
granting them all cutward Means to 
deck themſelves to appear religious, 
and make them bold and confident of 
their being in the Way: They may 
have as many Church Traditions and 
Cuſtoms as they pleaſe, they may read 
the Scriptures, and what Books they 
will, and they may talk of Chriſt that 
he died for them, and roſe and aſcended 
into Heaven, and that he ſits at the right 
Hand of the moſt High; for Satan is ful- 
ly aſſured, that all this is not ſufficient 
to carry his Servants out of his Hands, 
therefore he will allow them every thing 
but the Knowledge of Chriſt within, 
the Hope of Glory. 

The Apoſtle ſaid, Examine pour 
ſelves whether you be in the Faith, 
prove your own ſelves, know you not 
your own ſelves, that Fcſus Chriſt is in 
you, except ye be Reprobates. 2 Cor. 
xiii. 5. Satan knows this, hut he is 


not willing his Subjects ſhould know 
it, therefore People will reckon them» 
{elves to be in the Faith, and un; 
| | ble 
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„ 
ble enough, tho' they know not Chriff 
in themſelves, a Light to ſhine upon 
them, and to ſhow tbem their Con- 
dition; as he is the Spirit of Truth, 
to guide them into all Truth; as he 
is Life eternal, to quicken and heal 
the Souls that are wounded, weary 
and heavy laden, and to remove them 
from the Kingdom of Darkneſs into his 
own Kingdom, to be under his Govern- 
ment, that ſo he may dwell in them, 
and they in him: Here Satan loſeth the 
Field, and bis Subrilties come to be 
manifeſted. 

For if a Man had all Books and all 
Knowledge that may be in the World, 
and knew the Principles of every Pro- 
feſſion, and treaſured them up in his 
Head, yet except Chriſt takes Hold and 
Poſſeſſion of his Heart, there will be for 
all that, room for Satan to make his a- 
bode, and to work and keep Poſſeſſion; 
for where Chriſt hath not Place to work 
on the Hearts of People, ir is moſt cer- 
rain that Satan works there; for he is 
the Spirit that works in the Children of 
Diſo- 


(22) 
obedience, and he leads them into all „ 
Wickedneſs. 12 15 | | 

But the Rule which Chrift promiſed R 

to give his Followers to walk by, and th 
to be with them to the End of the m 
World, was his own Spirit: Lo Iwill be re 
with you to the End, Iwill pray the Father, 1 J. 


and he ſhall give you another Comforter, it 
that he may abide with you for ever, even w 
the Spirit of Truth. John xiv. 16, 17. lo 
who was to abide with them and to be 01 


in them; the Comforter, the holy Spi- ri 
rit, who was to teach and guide them 1 
into all Truth. Is not this the one Thing P. 
need ful, without which, it is in vain W 
for Man to think that he can do any th 
thing towards the Work of his Salva- 80 
tion. ud he 
| He is alſo ſufficient cf himſelf” to B 
lead his Followers in the Paths of Liſe ; th 
he giveth them Porrer to be Sons of u 
God, for whoſoever are led by the 1 
Spirit of God, theſe are Children of G 
God, Rom. viii. 14. But the dark N 
People will ſay, Whoſoever are led th 
2 the Scripture, are Children of 1 «r 


Again, 


e 
tually diſcerned. 1 Cor. ii 12. 14. And 
as Chriſt ſaid, Ir is rhe Spirit that 


quickneth, and it is Life eternal to 


know the Father and the Son. John vi. 
63. "xvii. 3. And how is he to be 
known, but by the Revelation of his 
- own Spirit in the inward Man? For his 


= Saints and Followers know him in- 
+ wardly, to be a Light to enlighten . 


their Paths, and Lite to their Souls, 4 
Fountain of living Water, ſtringing up 
to everlaſiing Life. John iv. 14. to 
drink thereof, that they may never 
thirſt: And inwardly he refreſheth and 
comforteth the Souls that are weaty 
and faint in the Way of their Pilgri- 


mage. This is the Life eternal, which 


is freely given to as many as open the 
Doors of their Hearts, to take in the 
King of Glory. 1 
This living Water, is to be freely 
given to the poor unlearned Tradeſmen 
and Ploughmen, Shepherds and Fiſher- 
men, if they but turn their Minds in- 
wards and there humble themſelves be · 
fore their God, in a Senſe of his Mer- 


. Suffering 


cies and Deliverance, his Love and long- 


. 


(C025) 
Suffering towards them, eben waiting 


at to be gracious unto them: For the Lord 
to is neat to them that ſeek him while he 
vi. may be ſound, and call upon him while 
be he is near. Therefore is not the Pri- 
is viledge of knowing; the Fountain of li- 
is ving Waters in ourſelves made ſure to us, 
n- the Shepherds and poor Tradeſmen, ta- 
en IM ther than to the Men of Learning (WhO 

a have filled themſelves. with the Knows 


ledge that puffeth up) or to the great 
Men? For it is a great Work far them 
to come down ſo lo, to be taught by 
that which is fo little in their Sight, 
as is the Seed of God's Kingdom: For 
it is too common in them the leaſt of all 
eder ende eine 

So it is poſſible for the Shepherd 
ſollowing his Flock, and the Tradeſ- 
man at his Calling, to come to this 
ly Fountain, and drink thereof, to com- 
en fort and refreſh their thirſty Souls ; 
er- for the Lord filerh. the Hungry with 
in- good (Things, and ibe Rich he ſends 
e · empty away. Luke i. 53. But to the 
er- poor and contrite Spirit will he lock, 
g- and God dwells with him that is of 4 
ng 8 „ "cen 
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the Lord; theſe c 
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contrite and humble Spirit, to revive 
the Spirit of the humble and to revive 
the Heart af the contrite Ones. Iſa. 
IVii. 15. 8o the Prayer of the poor 


Publican went up to the Lord with 
more nner than that of the ry N 


* 2111 
Ot a Truth! when thoſt Pos come 


to be acquainted with ſpiritual Viſitati- 


ons in their Hearts, their Souls come 
to be revived and renewed, and have a 
godly Zeal kindled in them to ſerve 
to know Chriſt 
within, to give Nile to their Souls; 
theſe can be true Witneſſes that in him 
there is Life, and as Job the beloved 
Diſciple ſaid, He that believeth on the 
Son of God, barb the Witneſs in bim- 
ſelf, be that believerh not God, hath 
made him a Liar, becauſe he belirverh 
not the Record God i gave of bis Son, 
and this 1s the Record thot God bath 
given to ur, eternal Life, and this Life 
1s in his Son. 1 ſohn v. 10, 11, 12. 
Therefore they who hold Life eternal 


ro be | in the err and in the Sa- 
| craments 
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(27) 
craments, theſe do not believe God's Re- 
cord of his Sen, but ſeek to make him a 
Lyar; becauſe they do not believe that 
Life eternal is in his Son: Again, He 
that bath the Son hath Life, and he bat 
hau not the Son of God bath not Liſei 
See here the Apoſtle did not mention 
ay Thing to be put with Chfiſt- to 
makeè up the Life; but he that bab 
the Son bath Life; becauſe every thing 
neceſſary to Lite and Salvation is trea- 
ſured up in the Son. Again, Hethat 
hath not the Son of God hath not Liſe- 
And of a Truth, thoſe that are with 
out Life, they are yet dead in Treſpaſſes 
and Sint, without being made alite 
with Chriſt, Whatſoever they have, 
they are but dead Things to them, this 
agrees well with the old Brit iſpb Proveib, 
Heb dduw heb Ddim, ond Duw à digon:- 
But ſome poor igno1ant People will 
ſay, we know nothing, we muſt believe 


what learned Men tell'us, becauſe they 


read and know; but «that is vet the 
Way for thee to become one of Chriſt's + 
Sheep, becauſe if the Fiſhermen and un- 

w\ 6] learned 


(28) 


learned in'the Days of old had believed 
the learned Men, they had never be- 


„ 


4 


lowers. ls 


And although there are Teachers in 


this Age, who do profeſs that they 


believe in Chriſt, yet if thou follow- 


their Doctrine, thou wilt never come 


to ſeek the Spirit of God to lead thee, 
that thou may'ſt become a Child of 
God, nor ever receive Jeſus the Light 
of Life, who gives Power to ſuch as 


receive him to become the Sons of God, 
by” being born not uf Blood, nor of the 
Will of the Fleſh, nor of the Will of Man, 
but ef God. John i. 12, 13. There- 
fore it is much better for thee to take 
the Apoſtle's Advice, If any of you 
lac Miſdom, let him ask of God that 


giveth to all Men Hhberally, and up- 
braideth\not, and it ſhall be given bin: 
Every good Git, and every penſect Gift, 
is 2 above, and comerh down from | 
the Father of Lights, with whom is no Va- 
riableneſs nor Shadows of Turning. Jam. 


But 


lieved in Chriſt, nor became his Fol- 


( 29") 
But. When the; Lord begins his Work: 
on the Hearts of People, thawing their] 
ſinful States, and railing Fear in them 
concerning their Souls, and a Defire to 
know the Way to get Peace with God in, 
their Conſcience, divers will incline to 
adviſe. with their Teachers, or ſuch as. 
they look upon to be wiſe: and able to 
give them Counſel, ang, it is very rare 
but they meet with a Remedy much 


ht worſe; than the Diſeaſe, for want: of the; 
28 Phyſician's; knowing” the Work of, God; 
1d, upon their w- Souls; they will be like: 
he to adviſe them to ſhun. melantholly 


Thoughts, left, Satan tempt them to 
Diſpair, and to loſe themſelves; 

ſuading them they need not be affaid id 
of their Souls, if they live - like their 


at Neighbours, or. elſe to invite chem to 
b take the Sacxamenr, and cry Peace to) 
„ them, and thiow ſome Water to quench 


that Fire which God hath begun do kin; 
dle by his Judgments agai aft. Sin in their, 

Hearts. For Sion 22 bepedeenid. my 
Judgment. 
But what ſhall; a. Man 4 when. he, 
comes to ben raid of his Salvation, and, 


(30) 
his Sin becomes a Burden to him, and 
knows not how to get Eaſe? But was it 


not upon ſuch that Chriſt himſel fe illed? 


ſaying: Come unt me all ye t hat lubour, 
and are "beiroyToden; and 1 will gie yo 


Reſt ; rake my"YoRe upon you rnd tearirof 


me, for. Nam ek and leb i n Heart, 
and 5% alt find Refliro 10ut Souls, Mat. 


XI. 28, 29 And thoſe that know Chtiſt 


by the Spirie of his Grate, reaching and 
guidin them into all Truth, theſe know 


that there is n Teacher Uke unto 
him, 105 he is tlie 1e to whoſe 
Tenching alone the Apeſtle 


directed 
the Saints, at rhe b den there 


were many =Afitithiiſts gone forth to 


deceive and —_ che de Chriſtians. 
I Fobriitii26 Therefore he faid/ unto. 


them, N haven Unition fromthe boly 
One, andi yr R 
| which yt hub heard rom he Begin- 
ning, ſball ruin in pb 
conrinue inh. Son, and in 28 en 


all thing. If that 


ye © alſo © ſhall' * 


Ver. 24. 8 J \ *. * * \ L 


And to eſtabliſh them on the i immove- 
able Rock, that they might be able to 
withſtand all Tempeſts, Winds and 


Floods, 


est) 


Floods, ad alſo re- mind them of their 
ſtrong Tower and Fortreſs, he ſaid, The 
dnointing whith ye have received of him 
abideth in you, und ye need not that any 
Man ttuch you, but as the ſame Anoint-. 
ing teacherb you all things, and is Truth, 
and no. ie; and even as it taught you, ye 
hill abide in him. Vef. 27. So rhe Uncti- 
on remains in the true Chriſtians, and 
they in him, and thereby continue in the 
Son, and in the Father. Theſe are the 
Branches which are grafted in the true 
Vine, to whom he ſaith; Abide in me, 
and I in un Art he Bramah cannot bear 
Fruit of it ſell, except it abide in the 
Vine, no mare can e e ye abide in 
me. John xv. 4-1 

We ſee here. how: ncedful it is for 
every true Chriſtian to know himſelt 
grafted in Chriſt the true Vine, and 
after he is ſo grafted, to abide in him, 
(that is) in his Grace, Spitit and Inſpira- 
tion, in his pure Nature; : Virtue, Love 
- and Fellowſhip in the inward Man. This 
is the living Sap that the Vine is full:of 
which aſcends up to the Branches, cau- 
ling them to > grow, flouriſh and bring 


forth 


| 05) | 
forth ſweet Fruit, well pleafing to the 
Husbandman, which naturally ſprings 
forth from the incorruptible Root. Such 
Fruits no Man can bring forth, altho' 
he makes Uſe of all his Underſtanding 
and Strength, endeavouring to form 
his Actions to anſwer the Scriptures, 
and break off his Sins that naturally 
ſprout from the Root of the wild Vine, 
which will ſpring out through the 
Branches, let Man do what he will, un- 
till he be cut off from the wild Vine, and 
be grafted in the true Vine. 

But after ſome Men ſtrive ad labour 
Ain Sin, and fail to get Victory, 
they are forced to yield, and drop An- 
chor in the Quickſand, and Place of 
Diſpair, believing there is no Power to 
be obtained to overcome Sin; but that 
my Saints and People of God mult live 
in it all the Days of their Lives ; and 
this Miſtake is by reaſon of their not 
coming to Chriſt in themſelves, to have 
his Spirit that leads unto all Truth, 
which will be 2 Rudder and a Compaſs 
for them "I the Courſe of their 

Pilgri- 


5 .48\ 0 


(33) 
Pilgrimage, for. thoſe that are led by 
him, he btings them to their defired 


Port, where he gives them Eaſe and 


Reſt, that is, in himſelf, who is the 
true Vine, of whom it was ſaid, Whoſo- 
ever abideth in him, ſinneth not. 1 John 
And again, he faith, Iam the Vine, ye 
are the Branches; he that abideth in me, 
and I in hin, the ſame bringeth forth 
nuch Fruit, for without me ye can do no- 
l John zu, 5. 44 
But is it not Pity that this Doctrine 
muſt not go into the Pulpits in Chriſtian 
Churches, to enlighten People and ſhew 
them the Way of Salvation? But the 
Devil is careful to keep it out, leſt he 
ſhould loſe his Kingdom and Govern- 
ment; for as the Lord ſaid by his Pro- 
phet, If the Prophets had ſtood in my 
Counſel, and had cauſed ny Frople to bear 
my Words, then they ſhould haue turned 
them from their evil lay, and from the 
Evil. of their Doings; | Jer. xxiii. 22. 
But the Voice of Chriſt and his, Pro- 


o 


phets and Apoſtles tuns conſonant. and 
* agreeable 


4 
"agreeable the ſame Way like a Stream ; Ml 
but the Voice of the World is in itſelf the 
Full of Confuſion, and quite contraty 
to che Voice of the trueShepherd ; bur 
ir is the Voice of a Stranger, therefore Un 
the Sheep run awav from it, becauſe 
they know not the Voice of Strangeis. 
"Fon x 5. He is the Door of the Sheep; ¶ Ho 


they that enter in by him, ſhall have tur 
LN, bur ſuch as climb up another Way the 
they are Thieves and Robbers... And he Re. 
ſaid, My Sheep bear my Voice, and Ino Co 
he and they follow me, and I giur unto {an 
| them eternal Life. OG; Naum od; Gr: 
Is not this the Sum of the Religion Vir 
ofa true Chriſtian, and the Subſtance of fan 
Salvation, the one Thing need ful? That Vir 
18, to know the Voice of Chriſt within, Lit 
Who is the true Shepherd; and follow Spi 
him in all Things, and ha ve of him eter- s 
nal Life. This is alſo the Grace that * 
appeared, even the Grace of God that ſub 
bringeth Salvation to all Men, teaching _ | 
us ro deny Ungodlineſs and worldly Luſte, 0 
and to live fe oberly, righteouſly, and god- iey 

h in this preſent World, Tit. ii. 11, 12. * 
210322 0 We ge 
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We ſee that this was he that taught 
the Apoſtles. It may be alſo ſeen, 
that ſuch as rake upon them to learn 
by the Scriptures, are not able ro deny 
Ungodlineſs and Worldly Luſts: They 
alſo confeſs their Lives and Conver- 
ſations are not like the Lives of the 
Holy Men of Old, of whom the Scrip- 
tures. tell us, that they were led by 
the Spirit and Grace of (God; bur the 
Reaſon of that is, the Want of their 
Coming to accept of being led by. the 
ſame Spirit, and taught by the ſame 
Grace; for the ſame Sap in the true 
Vine cauſeth the Branches to bear the 
ſame good Fruit. There is the ſame. 
Virtue in the Grace to teach a godly 
Life; and the ſame Power in the holy 
Spirit to guide into all Truth. And it 
is given to the Sons of God, to be with 
them to the End. 172 
But great is the Deceit of the old 
ſubtle Enemy, to keep People in his 
dark Kingdom, by making them be- 
lieve, that the Spirit of God is not to 
be had, to lead his People in theſe 
Ages. Therefore, what may be 

— £C thought 
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thought of that? If the Spirit of God 
does not lead any in theſe Days; then 
God hath no People nor Children upon 
the Earth : It is true enough, that the 
Devil would have it ſo. For if the 
Spirit of God doth nor lead a Man, he 
will be led by his own fleſhly Luſt, and 
the Spirit of rhis World, that is the 
Spirit of Satan, which leads into all 


Falſhood and Iniquities; for the Spi- 


rit of Man is ſubject to be led by ſome 


Spirit, and there are but two Spirits, 


and two Natures, to wit, Good and 
Evil, to govern the Hearts of People. 
Therefore the Enemy knows, that 
there is nothing draws a Man out of 
his Reach but the Spirit of God, for 
which Cauſe he darkens and bewitches 


the Inhabitants'of the Earth, who are 


made drunk with the Wine of Baby/on's 


3 Fornication, by putting Examples be- 
fore them, of other Ways to be Chil- 


dien of God, beſides being led by his 
Spirit: But theſe Ways are fo void of 


tribe Crof, that after a Man comes at 
mem, he may fin as much as he will, | 
d ſatisfy his fleſtily Luft, and to ſerve 
5 „ Innen. 2 


the 
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the Devil : And although he allows 
them to have the Sciiprure to read, yer 
he will never grant them to come ro 
that which the Scripture calls them un- 
to: For the Scripture (as was ſa id be- 
fore) calls to Chriſt, and to the Know- 
ledge of him, as he is to his Saints, a 
Spirit, Life, Light, Grace, Fountain, 
Vine, Shepherd, to work'the new Birth. 
It is true, that the Scriptures were 
given forth by the Inſpiration of God, 
and ſprung from his Spitit, which was 
in the koly Men and Prophets, Chrift 
himfelf, and his Apoſtles, who wete 
in che Spirit, and rhrough the Spirit 
gave them forth, and their Teſtimonies 
are ttue and profitable for Counſel and 
omfort, and Edifieation- to every Tras 
eller that hath his Face towards New 


lan, in a State of Nature, who is for 
fulfilling his Luſts, may fin at his Plea- 
ure, notwithſtanding he has the Bible, 
hich he could not do, if Chriſt, by 
is Spirit, had taken hold and . 

Wn Wen Heart and ped 


a. | But 


eri ſalam: But it is poſſible, that a 


638) 


But ſome may ſay, if the Scripture 
had taken hold of the Heart of Man, 
jr might help him to forbear Sinning. 

Let, who will open the Heart to re- 

ceive the Scripture, if not the Lord? 

He opened the Heart of Lydia to re- 

ceive what was ſpoken by Paul. In 
him alone is Power to open' People's 

Hearts. For where Satan keeps Poſ: 
ſeſſion, no good Thing ſhall come in, 
until he come that is ſtronger than 
he, to caſt him out and take Poſſeſſion, 
and open the Heart to receive in all 
the Goodneſs which God is pleaſed to 
vouchſafe to his People for their Edi- 
G 9 50 

For of a Truth, when Chriſt, by the 

Spirit of his Grace, takes hold on the 

Hearts of People, the Fear of God 
comes to take Place in them, caufing 

them to tremble, and cry for Help to 

depart from Iniquity. And the Lord 

is near and ready to ſtand by them, a- 

gainſt the Temptations of Satan: And 


as they ftand faithful, he diſtributes| 
to them of the Spirit of his Grace, to 
leaven, change, and make them neu 
E a Creatures 
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Creatures. Theſe come more and more 
to be Partakers of the divine Nature 
which is in the true Vine, to change 
their Nature and Affections, reaching 
them to love God, and love all Good, 
and love all Men, love their Enemies, 
and pray for them, and do good to all 
Men. | | 1 5 
He Ikewife teacheth them to hate 
all Evil, and flee from it, as from a 
mortal Enemy, who is for breaking 
their Peace with the Lord; which 
Peace they value above all other things. 
Unto ſuch the Croſs of Chriſt is eafie, 
and his Burden light; and it is eaſier 
for them to keep God's Commandments. 
than break them; for to break them is 
to break their Peace. | =” 
And of a Truth, this is the Religion 
which the God of Heaven did and doth 
command, and highly own, as hath 
been {aid before. Haſt thou conſidered 
my Servant Job, that there is none 
m, a- like him in the Earth, a perfect and an 
: And, right Man, one that 2 7 God and 
ibutes eſcheweth Evil. Is not this the Con- 
ce, roll cluſion of all that was heard, and the 
new C3 whole 
ature] | 
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whole Duty of Man? And he that hath 
this Religion, what Part ſoever of the 
World he may dwell in, of what Lan- 
guage, Tribe or Kindred ſoever, or of 
what Profeſſion ſoever he may be, this 
is the Man whoſe Lamp will ſhine at 
his latter End, and will find the Door 
of the Kingdom open. bed 

But the Man that neither feareth 
God, nor keepeth his Commandments, 
nor eſcheweth Evil, though he makes 
high Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, and 
boaſts: of his Faith, Belief, Religion, 


: 


and Works, with great Boldneſs and 
' Preſumption, When he looks Death in 
the Face, his Lamp will be out, and 
his Confidence will fail, for the Sting 
of Death torments him, -and Sin gnaws 
the Conſcience, and his Robe is filthy 
nd not . nor made clean in the 
ood of the Lamb, Rev. viii. 14. that 
ſo the Soul might have been fit to ſtand 
before the Throne, with the Saints in 
white Raiment. N 
But now O ſinful Man, it is lamen- 
table for thee to remember thy Ways 
and Works, and alſo to remember how 
Gs — 


15 


2 Teſus hath been knocking at the Doox 
an- {Mof thy Heart, while the Day of thy Vi- 
of station laſted, e for Repentance 
this Hand Amendment © Lite, and thou 
at dioſt not hearken unto. him, but fol- 


lowed thy laſcivious Defires, which 
drown thy Soul in the bottomleſs Pit. 


i172 0 H A P. III. | 
 Sheming what 3 Is. sing Faith. 


nd V. great is the Preſumpti 

731 which Satan works in the moſt 
Ws abominable 8 Dinners, making them be- 
ty Iiene they gte in che cight Way, and 


in the true Church, Where there is no 


1925 anger of loſing Salvation Therefore 
7 e may hear the Drunkards, Adulte- 
in ers, and all manner of Evil-doers, 
2 boaſting of their Religion, and boldly 
8 leading for it, though they have no 
ays Religion at all. 

$M It. is 'very common, the more erro- 
fas eous, the more is their Prefumption, 


. C4 and 
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and falſe Confidence; for the more 
ſinſul, the more blind they are; lefs is 
their Love to their Fellow Creatures, 
and the more fevere are their Cenſures 
againſt all other Profeſſions, and with- 
out Mercy ſacrificing all but themſelves 
to Hell Fire. | 

This is very apparent in the Mem- 
bers of the Church of Rome, and by 
corrupted Nature creeps into other 


- Profeſſions, making Sinners inſolent; 


for though there are too many People 
unregenerated, yet nevertheleſs: they 
will pretend to have Religion, and ſet 
up ſome Structure, under which they 
ſhelter and promiſe Heaven to them - 
ſelves, though they are Servants to 


Corruption, lulling themſelves to ſleep, 


eaſie in Sin and Iniquity. 9 
Therefore, ſome will boldly ſay, 
IWe haue Faith in Chriſt, who died for 
ws, and bought' us by ſuffering on the 
Croſs, and he 100k our Sins upon bim- 
ſelf, and they were reckoned Sins 10 
him who was without Sin. So it will be 
counted, that we ſhall be Partakers 57 

b HET 1s 
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his Righteouſneſs, though there is no 
Righteouſneſs in us. 

8 not this a Doctrine full of Pte- 
ſumption, to make People more bold 
and confident to multiply their Sins 
freely at the Lord's Charge, throwing 
all their Filth and abominable Sins 
upon Chriſt, who died for Sinners, to 
deliver them, and to waſh and cleanſe 
them from their Sins? For he is the 
Fountain thar ſprung up to the Houſe 
of Judah, and to the Inhabitants of 
Feruſalem, to waſh away Sin and Ini- © 
quity. 

But by this Doctrine Chriſt did not 
come to waſh People from their Sins, 
but rather to Juſtify them therein; 
that ſo they may ſin as much as they 
will with Boldneſs, and withonr Fear, 
and caſt it upon Chriſt, who ſaid to 
Peter, If I waſh thee not, thou haſt no 
Part in me : Yet it is poſſible a Man 
may be ready to ſay, though I am an 
unclean Sinner, yer I believe in Chriſt, 
and that he was conceived by the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt, born of the pure Virgin, 
his Miracles, and Sufferings, his Re- 
OS - - C5 ſurreQi-n, 
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ſurrection, and Aſcenſion into Heaven, 
to fit at the Right Hand of the Majeſty 
on high. . 5 

All rhefe Things are real Truths in 
themſelves, and the Followers of Chriſt 
enjoy the Salvation which, he hath 
Prepared through his Sufferings ; but 
Satan knows all this, and the Devils 
did confeſs that he was the Son of 
God, though they had no Part in him, 
but ſought to fly from him, Mat. viii. 


29. | | 
But the Man will ſay, I believe 
Chriſt hath ranſomed me by his Death, 
and paid the Price for me: It is true 
enough, that the Heavenly King did 
buy all Mankind, and paid for them, 
to the End they might be made free 
from Sins, and drawn from the King- 
dom of Satan, and our of his Chains, 
and tranſlated into his own Kingdom, 
that they may be there under his Ban- 
ner, Law and Government. 

But what Portion haſt thou in this 
King, or his Kingdom, whilſt - thou 
liveſt in Diſobedience to him, and his 
Government, any more than the Pa- 


gan, 
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ity em, Indian, or | Barbarian, purchaſed 
e wich the ſame Blood, and paid for? 
| But he will ſoon anſwer, I have- heard,” 
riſt Nor read of my Redemption, and how 


a © Rey for me, and believe it 
all. | | | | 

Int Then I may alſo ſay, I have heard 
of There is a King in France, in Authority, 
f governing and putting forth Laws a- 

7 mongſt his Subjects, and they fight un- 
vin. der his Banner, in Obedience to the 
ove King and his Commands: But though 
th, | believe all this to be true, yer I have 


no Mind. ever to be one of his Subjects, 
did "2s to come under his Banner, to be 
a obedient to him : Therefore what right 


70 have I in that King, or in his Kingdom 
; e Laus or Government, becauſe Iam en- 
* gaged under another King, who (poſſi- 


bly) may be his greateſt Enemy? And 
= therefore I haveno Part nor Portion in 

n chat King, nor in his Kingdom, nor 
Government. 


£906 But the Man may ſay, the Scripture 
ze ich, He rbar believerb, and js baptized, 


* all be ſaved : Therefore I do believe. 
" ls nor this ſome Part of the Work of 
5 C6 "2 
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my Salvation? To believe Chriſt in re- 
ality, is the true ſaving Faith and 
Ground-work of Salvation, to which 
the true Baptiſm is joined. If thou 
doſt believe in Chriſt, thou muſt give 
Credit to Chriſt; otherwiſe how canſt 


thou ſay that thou believeſt in him? 
For when he preached on the Mount, 
ſetting forth the Law of the new Co- 


venant, which was to be a Law to every 
true Chriſtian, and alſo the ſpiritual 
Fruits they were to bring forth, ſo that 
all ſhould be known by their Fruits; for 
Fruits did and do diſtinguiſh between 
the true and falſe Chriſtian. 

There were falſe Chriſtians, falſe 
Prophets, and falſe Teachers, to come 
in among the true Chriſtians ; there- 
fore he made appear how to diſtinguiſh 
them. Te ſhall know them by their Fruits: 
Do Men gather Grapes of Thorns, or 
Figs of Thiflles ? So every good Tree 
bringeth forth good Fruit, but a corrupt 
Tree bringeth forth evil Fruit: And to 
corrobotate, and confirm the Teſtimo- 
ny, he ſaid again, A good Tree cannot 
bring forth evil Fruit, neither can a cor- 
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rupt Tree bring forth good Fruit: Eve- 
ry Tree that bringeth not forth good. 
Fruit, is hewn doton and caſt into the 


Fire, Mat. vii. 16, 17, 18, 19, 21. 


But what will the irreligious Man 
(that talks of believing in Chriſt) ſay 
to theſe Things? If thou doft believe 
in him, thou muſt alſo believe in theſe 
Things; and if thou believeſt theſe 
Things, thou muſt come to an Amend- 
ment of Life, and pray to God for 

Grace to break off thy Sins, and bring 

forth Fruit meet for Repentance, with- 
out which there 1s here no Promiſe, 
but to hew thee. down, and caſt thee 
into the Fire, where the Devil and his 
Angels are. 4% 

See here farther, what Chriſt ſaith, 
Not every one that ſaith unto me Lord, 
Lord, ſhall enter into the Kingdom of 
Heaven; but be that doth the Will of 
my Father which is in Heaven: And 
towards the Concluſion of his Sermon, 


after he had ſet forth his Heavenly 


Law, he ſaid unto them, Every one 


that heareth theſe Sayings of mine, and 


doth them not, ſhall be likened unto a 


fooliſh . 
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fooliſh Man, who built his Houſe upon 


the Sand, which Houſe fel when the 
Wind and Storm came; Thus will the 


Hope of the Ungodly fail in the moſt 


needful Time. When mortal Sick- 


neſs, Oppreſſion ard Hardſhip come, 
then they will call upon him, Lord, 
Lord, have not we confeſſed thy Name E 
but this will be the Anſwer, I never 
knew ye, depart from me ye that work 
Iniguity, Mat. vii. 23. | 
But of a Truth, thoſe that truly 
believe in Chriſt, have choſen him to 
be to them a God, a Father, a Prince 
and Shepherd; a God to be feared, 
and'to be honoured, and to be bowed 
before, and to give him the Glory, Re- 
verence and Obedience, and to love 
him with all the Heart, with all the 
Soul, and with all the Mind ; for this 
is the greateſt Commandment: There 
ſuch a one can believe in the Lord, and 
truſt in him, and depend upon his 
| Mercies, that he will hear his Prayer 
in the Day of Diftreſs, and keep him 
from the Hour of Temptation, which 
mall come upon all the World, * 
1 l them 
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them that dwell upon the Earth, Rev. 
And he is unto them a Father, and 
takes Cate of them, and makes them 
to partake of all Things neceſſary for 
their Bodies and Souls; and they as 
obedient Children do receive thoſe 


_ Mercies from his Hand with Humili- 


ty and Thankfulneſs, accepting the 
ſame as Obligations upon them, to 
bleſs his great Name for all his Mer- 
Cles. | * 
Nie is unto them a Prince, to put on 
them the ſpiritual Armour, even the 
Word of God; which is the Sword of 
the Spirit, the Shield of Faieh, the 
Helmet of Salvation, that they may 
overcome the Devil, and all his Wiles; 
The Lord alſo goes with them to eve» 
ry Battle; and theſe, by fighting under 
his Banner, do receive Faith and Belief 
of their Conqueſt and eternal Reward. . 
Theſe are Servants under their Ma- 
ſter, earneſtly purpoſing to be obedient 
and faithful in their Service to him, 
that he may order and govern them, 
and put every one upon his appointed 
Bu ſineſs; 
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' : \ 
Buſineſs; and they keep their Places» 
they believe and depend upon their 
Lord, that he will plentifully reward 
them beyond their Deſerts. 

And they take him to be their Shep - 
herd, to hearken unto his Voice, and 
follow him, departing from all their 
carnal Defires, and chooſe to bear the 
Croſs : For thoſe that believed in him, 
left all Things to follow him. 

Is it not in vain for the ungodly Man 
to make mention of his Faith in Chriſt, 
and yet refuſe Chriſt to be his Lord, 
and yet rebel daily againſt him, chooſ- 
ing to ſerve the Devil??? 

For Faith is wrought by Love, and 
Love by keeping God's Command- 
ments, as -Chrift ſaid, If ye love me, 
keep my Commandments : He that hath 
my Commandments, and keepeth them, 
be it is that loveth ne; and he that 
loveth me, ſhall be loved of my Father, 
and I will love him, and IT will mani- 
feſt my ſelf umo him: If a Man love 
me, be will keep my Words, and my Fa- 
ther will love him, and we will come 
unto him, and make our Abode with hin, 

John 


come Antichriſtian. 
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John xiv. 15, 21, 23. So all the Ser- 
vants of Chriſt do love Chriſt, by 
keeping his Commandments ; and he 
loverh them, and giveth them Faith 
and Strength for a ſpiritual Armour, 
whereby they may withſtand their car- 
nal Defites, and the Temptations of 
Satan. 
But the Man that makes a Talk of 
his Faith, Belief and Chriſtianity, but 
does not come under the Law of the 
New Covenant, all is in vain to him; 
and as the Apoſtle ſaith concerning 
thoſe of the Circumcifion, how they 
were boynd to keep the Law, but if 
thou be M Breaker of the Law, thy Cir- 
cumciſion is Uncircumciſion, Rom. ii. 25. 
So it may be ſaid to the irreligious 
Man, if thou art a Tranſgreſſor of 
Chriſt's Law, thy Chriſtianity is be- 
Again, if the Ur- 
circumciſed therefore keep the Righte- 
ouſneſs of the Law, ſhall not his Un- 
circumciſion be accounted for Circum- 
ciſion? | 765 | 
So the Nations who have had little 
or no Knowledge by Reading, or Preach- 


ing 
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ing; and yet know God writing his Law 
in their Hearts, and by the Aſſiſtance 
of his Grace come to lead a godly Life, 
will not their Unchtiſtianity be counted 
Chriltianicy ? But ſome. Profeſſors of 
of Chriſtianity will not grant that any 
can be Partakets of the Salvation which 
Chriſt hath prepared for them, but ſuch 
as have heard of his Sufferings: How 
then came all People through all the 
Corners of the World, to be made Par- 
takers of the Death which came by 
Adam, who never had any Knowledge 
of Adam, nor his Fall? Na 
The Setpentine Seed went forth to 

bruiſe and to wound, but the Seed of 
the Woman, (even J=zsvs CnrisT) 
was given to heal and relieve; and ma · 
ny were healed in, former Ages, before 
he appeared in the Fleſh, and: became 
Partakers of the Salvation which he 
prepared for them through his Suf- 
ferings. Job knew that his Redeemer 
lived, and that he ſhould ſtand at the 
latter Day upon the Earth Fob xix. 25. 
and ſo he bemoaned himſelf in the time 
of his Affliction, concerning the Days 
| | that 
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that were paſt, ſaying, O! that I were 
fl as in Mont he paſt, as in the Days when 
God preſerved me, when his Candle ſhined 
upon my. Head, and when by bis Light 
I walked trough Darkneſs.. As' I was 
in the Days of my Touth, when, the Se- 
cret of God was upon my Tabernacle, 
when the Almighty was het with me, 
ſob xxix. 2, 3,4, 5- So Job had Faith 
in Chriſt, whom he knew to be his Re- 
deemer, and'a Light ſhining upon bim, 
to enlighten bis Ways, that he might 
walk through Darkneſs, and alſo Rn’, 
him to be a Rock, which poured him out 
Rivers of Oil. Job xxix. 6k 
This is the Rock of Ages, of whom 
David ſpoke, O Lord, my Rock, and 
my Redeemer, Pal. xix. 14. It was 4- 
brabam's great Joy, to ſee the Day of 
Chriſt; and be ſaw it, and was glad, 
ne John viii. 56. And of a Truth, the 
f Godly in all Ages, and in every Corner 
wed of the World, were, and are made Par- 
6 takers of Chriſt; for they are waſhed 
4 from their Sins, and da receive the Be- 
Fo: nefit of what he did for them, in that 


they witneſs him in themſelves, to be 
; a Light 


(54) 
a Light to enlighten their Paths; Life 
ro quicken their Souls; Grace, to 
teach them to live Godly ; and a 
Fountain of living Water, for the in- 
ward Man to drink, and to waſh their 
Garments. | 2 

By theſe Means, Thouſands were 
made Partakeis of the Benefit of Chriſt 
and his Sufferings, and Redemption, 
| before he appeared in the Fleſh to per- 
form what his Father had ordained him; 


that is, To offer himſelf a Sacrifice 


for all Mankind, and to reveal his on 
ſpiritual Miniſtry the more clear, 
bright and ſhining, drawing it from un- 
der the Shadows and Types which figu- 
red out his Coming to ſer up the Law 
of the New Covenant, and to write it 
in the Hearts of People, and to teach 

them himſelf. 
Bur it is true, that the ſame Light 
is to enlighten; the ſame Spirit to lead 
and to quicken them; the Grace to 
teach them; the ſame. Fountain to 
drink of; and the ſame Faith that A- 
brabam (the Father of the 9 
| had, 
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„ to bad, which he received from God for 
nd 2 Þ his Faithfulneſs and Obedience, when 
e in- he was yet uncircumciſed. So. Chriſt 
their I had Sheep in all Ages and Corners of 


the World, yet not gathered to the one 
were Fold; nevertheleſs they knew his Voice 
riſt leading them into the Waters here and 
tion, there in the World, and they hear the 

per- Shepherd's Voice leading them to be 


him; waſhed. | 

rifice For John ſaw in Heaven a great Mul- 
own ſl titude which no Man could number, of 
lear, W all Nations, Kindreds, People and 


n un- Tongues, ſtanding before the Throne, 
figu- and before the Lamb, cloathed with 
Law Wl white Robes, and Palms in their Hands, 
te it WW glorifying God and the Lamb, Re vel. 
each I vii. 9. And er! of the Elders ſaid to 

John, theſe are they that came out of 
great Tribulation, and have waſhed their 
Robes, and made them white in the Blood 
of the Lamb; therefore are they before 
the Throne of God, and ſerve him Day 


ight 
lead 
e to 
1 to 


A- and Night, in his Tenple, and he that 
ful) W firterh. on the Throne ſhall dwell among 
had, them, Verſ. 13, 15. 


: 
* * 


++ 1 
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Let us obſerve here the Rea ion why 
theſe were come to obtain ſo high a 
Dignity as to ſtand before the Throne: 
Was it not becauſe they had walhed 
and made white their Robes in the 
Blood of the Lamb ? For this Waſhing 
makes a Man a Chriſtian, giving him 
a Part in Chriſt, and making him fir 
ro praiſe God for ever. Therefore let 
every Soul be humbled before God, and 
put his Mouth in the Dufty let him lay 
afide all Preſumption : See that thou 
art fearing God and eſchewing Evil, 
and that thy Heart and Soul become 
ſubject to his Law, fo that thou can- 
not commit Evil which diſpleaſes him, 
and breaks the Peace of thy own Con- 
ſcience: This was the Law that bound 
Joſepb to be the Servant of God» and 
could not give way to gratify ſinful 
Luſts, to do the Devil's Will, and of- 
fend his heavenly Father, when his 
Maſter's Wife, upon all'Occafions, im- 
porrun'd him to lie with her, which 
Jaſepb lock id upon te be Death to his 


Soul; therefore ſaid, How can Ido hic 
great Wickedneſs, and fin ag ainſt o , 
eng 


Gen. Xxxik. 9, 


637) 

O, let us obſerve how much 7o/eph 
exceeded the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity 
in this Age ? For many of them would 
be glad of ſuch an Opportunity to 
commit Evil, and to gratify ther car- 
nal Deſires, without much Thought of 
the Soul; nor fear to offend the A 
mighty, who daily feeds them witk 
his many Mercies, by nouriſhing and 
preſerving them. But indeed, the un- 
regenerate State is the broad W 


ay that 
leadeth to Deſtruction, let People pro- 


ſtte faid, Of a Truth, 1 perotive that 
God is no Re ſpecter of Per ſons; but in 
ery Nation he that fearerh him, and 
workerh Righteouſneſs, is attepred 
tb him, Acts x. 34, 35. 80 by: the 
Means here before mentioned, our Re- 
demption comes to be compleat Salva- 


ation which is offered; whoſoever 
drinketh not of this Cup cannot beheal- 
d ; butthe Man that hath theſe things, 


ſay, I am my Beloved's, and my Belo- 
ved is mine. N 
ws CHAP. 


teſs what they will: And as the Apo- 


tion do us: This alfo is the Cup of Sal- 


hath Chriſt; and the ſame can truly 


— — 
— —— 
* 
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ä 4 — 


go"; — — | 


HA p. IV. 
Shewing a Remedy againſt S 1 N. 


URE and Holy is the Almighty 
God, who bath no Pleaſure in 
Waickedneſs, neither ſhall Evil abide 
with him, who bateth all the Workers of 
Iniguity, Pal. v. 4. Who ſhall aſcend 
into the Hill of the Lord, and who ſhall 
fit in bis holy Place? He that bath clean 
Hands and a pure Heart, Pal. xxiv. 3, 


5 Therefore he calls for Purity, Ser- 
vice, Obedience, from his People; af - 
ford ing them Ability to perform that 
which he requireth at their Hands; 
who is making his Children new Crea- 
tares, by purifying of, and deſtroying 
in them the Work of the Enemy, which 
is Sin, even the only Cauſe of Sepa- 
ration between Mankind and their Cre- 
ator. „ oo bog 38 

But there are many that love Sin, 

and delight to live in it, and on 5 
5 ee 
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ſeek Help from God to overcome it. 
Sy me others would fight with it in their 
own Strength, and ſo fail of overcom- 
ing it : Therefoie the greateſt Part fall 
into one Judgment, That, there is no 
Victory to be had over Sin; but that 
the Saints and true People of God myſt 
be Sinners all the Days of their Lives: 
But this is no evangelical Doctrine, 
but the Evidence of Sinners: They like- 
wiſe ſay, that the Works of the Saints 
are Sin. 21 ien: 51845 2301 887 0 5 
But it belongs to us here, in the fiſt 
Place, ſeriouſly to conhder what is Sin, 
and from what Root, Spirit and N: tui 
it ſprings, and is brought forth,: Muf 
not Sin be ſome Exil? If it is not Evil, 
how can it be called Sin? But if it is an 


Evil, it muſt ſpring from an evil Root, 


Spirit and Nature, -and is in ſome ea» 


ſure, the Fruits of the Devil's Kingdom, 
which are all unacceptable to God. 
What then muſt, we think of, this 
Doctrine? to wit, that the belt Work of 
the Saints and People of God, are, Sin: 
By this, their eli De 


4 


ds muſt be Evil; 
| this 


Chriſt che Tame, the Rock of Ape 
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this is a Doctrine unſcriptural, ſenſual, 
dark and hurtful. They throw Dirt on 
the Goſpel, to defile the Work of God, 
and the heavenly Fruits of his Kingdom, 
which ſprung out through his Saints, 
Prophets and Apoſtles, and all the god 
ly, and thoſe that were grafted in the 
Vine, tb wit, Chriſt, and their Words 
and Actions ſpringing from the Root 
and Spirit of divine Nature; ſo that 
their Waters were clean, iſſuing out 
of the Rock where there is no Impu- 


- 


Gaz ie # ipoltivle They will confeſs, 


that the Words and Works of the Pro- 
phets and Apofffes, and holy Men of 
old, did proceed from the Spirit of God. 
and pure Root: And if they will ac- 
Knowledge, that when I ſhall ſay, is not 
God the ſame to his People? Is not 


Water out of the Reck is the fame; the 
Wige land the Sap therebf is the fame, 
und the ame Spifſt to leat into all 
Titf, which is robe with the Fallow⸗ 
rd A Chriſt to the Bud of the World 


Ifo 


$? The 
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Al ſo Chriſt's Sheep are the ſame, and 
the ſame Shepherd they follow: The 
jame God teacheth his People himſelf 
unc er the new Covenant, and is to be 
with them to the End; tha: they may 
know him from the'leaft to the greateſt, 
a God and Teacher to chem. Fer. xxxi. 


34 b LF 3 nnn . 
| "Therefore Idemand, how can the beſt 
Works of the Saints be Sin, ſince they 
muſt ſpting out of the fame Rock and 
ſame Fountain? But perhaps ſome may 
ſay, all the Things of God are gocd in 
themſel ves, but we are corrupt, and our 
Veſſels turn the Taſte oſ the good Things 
poured thereinto, und make them cor» 
tupt and ſmſul. This may be granted, 
as to the old dirty Veſſels; the unrege- 
nerated Men, ho are yet in che State of 
Natute, without being born again; but 
Chriſt makes his Saints and Followers 
Veſſels Gt to receive andckeep the new 
Wine of the Kingdom of God; for 
ſaid he, No Man pute th new: Wine intu 
% Bottles, elſe the neu Wine dot burft 
the Bort les, and ther he ſpilled: and 
the Bottles will be marred; but new Wine 
D 2 muſt 
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muſt be put into new Bottles. Mark i li. 


22. 


But of a Truth, 'thoſk 1 plead for 


£4 Sin (which is the Devil's Service and the 


Fruits of his Kingdom) muſt drop their 
Anchor in his Doctrine, which Doctrine 
hath darkened the chriſtian World, and 
made drunk the Inhabitants of the Earth, 

by making them believe, that the Spirit 
of God in theſe Days, doth not lead the 
Children of God, and that Chriſt is not 
in his Saints, nor have thev his Spirit; 

and. that it will not avail People to 
wait for the Knowledge of Chrift in 
themſelves, a Life to quicken them, 
and a Light to enlighten them, a Lea- 
der to guide them into all Truth, nor a 
Fountain to waſhand refreſh their Souls; 
therefore here: is no Help for/ People, 
bur to live in Sin all the Days of: their 


Lives. 


The End and Dehi ign of the Devit; by 
this Doctrine or Sermon, is to waſh 
Chriſtians away from off the Earth, and 
to ſhut out Chtiſt and his Kingdom, and 


Reign and A from amongſt 


Nek „ 


and 
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and out of the Hearts of People, that 
{ he may ſer up himſelf, and eftablith 
his own dark Kingdom, Reign and Go- 
vernment, in the Hearts of People. And 
indeed 'he has carried on his Work to a 
large Degree, in the Night of Darkneſs 
which he brought in over the Profeſſors 
of Chriſti:nity, by making them Strang- 
ers to Chriſt, and to his Work in their 
own Souls; reaching them to dig Wells 
for dead Waters; deſpiſing and neg- 
lecting the Fountain of living Waters, 
and ſowing among them all manner of 
falſe Do&rine ; making them believe 
that they muft ſerve him (that is Saran} 
and live in Sin all the Days of their 
Lives, ptomiſing them Heaven after 
DD Ee Ae 
S» ſome will alledge; that it is the- 
Will of God, that Sin remain in the 
Saints, to Keep them humble : This is 


not only unſcriptural, but clear contra- 


ry to the Nature of God, and againſt all 
good Reaſon, for Sin is the only thing 
that maketh Separation between Men 
and their Creator; and God th ough all 
the Scriptures calls his People our of 

D 3/ Sin, 


i 


e 
S;2, to Holineſs, Perſection, Cleanneſs 
& Hands, and Purity of Heart, that 
they may, ſtand wich him in his holy 
Place. a... ee e 
So the Nature of God is pure and 
holy, hating all manner of Iniquity, 
Sin and Tranſgreſſion, which cannot 
dwell with him: How then is it that 


God to ſanctify his People? 1 Theſ. iv. 
2, But the Will cf the Devil is to 


upon the Earth, for every Sin is ſome 
Degree of Sexvice to him, and inclines 
to pleaſe him; and ſo far it is againſt 
God, and tends. to make him angry 


Miſtake, that is, to rake the Will 
of the Devil, inſtead of the Will of 
God ? 
Strangers to God and his divine Na- 
ture, who is of purer Eyes than to be- 
hold Iniquity; and where God dwells, 
his Preſence is a conſuming Fire to 
deſtroy all the Droſs and Filth: For 
| he 


God deſireth that Sin Thould dwell with 
him in his Saints ? Is it not the Will of 


keep People Sinners, whilſt they are 


and diſpleaſed. But is it not a great 


Theſe do manifeſt themielues. to be 


6 

ke fits as a Refiner of Silver in the 
Hearts of his Saints, to purify and to 
waſh them from all Sin. And the De- 
bate is not, That Sin is. in ne, or, that 
Sin is in thee, but the Cauſe of it 1s, fot 
want of Chriſt's having his perſect Work 
a us, whoſe Blood cleanſeth frem, al 

A | e 


But where they ſay, Ir 7s, neceſſary » 
for the Saints: that Sin be in them, 19 
beet them low and bamble : This $100k 
lenorance ;, for it is contrary. to all 
Reaſon that Sins make People fit fon 
the Kingdom of God; and it is a, poo 
another Sin. Bur furely it is the cir- 
cumciſing Spirit of Chriſt, that teaches 
his People to deny themſelves, and 
bear his Croſs, And the nearer they 
ate to the Spirit, and Nature of Chriſt 
in themſelves, the more humble they 
are, the more mild, the leſſer in their 
own Sight, to do any thing of them- 
ſelves; for they know 1t will not avail 
them to ſtrive in their own Strength a- 
gainſt the Power of Iniquity to break off 

Da  _, their 
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their Sins, without” they have Chriſt 
with thema preſent Help;and be cloath- 
ed with Ms Spirit and heavenly Armour, 
that they may withſtand the Snares of 
the Devil. 

Andas they are ta vght by Chriſt, who 
ſaid, Take my Toke upon you, and learn of 
me, for Tam meek and lowly in Heart, and 
Ye ſhall find Reſt to your Souls. Mat. xi. 
55 So he teachech his Followers to 

watk humbly,denying themſelves, mak- 
ing them little and low in their own 
Eyes. But Sin and Satan make or teach 
People to be Soul, to be high and lofty 
intheir own Sight, Sreat and bettet than 
any Body elſe. 
Again, where they ſay, The Saints 
and true Children and People of God dai- 
ly fin. in Thought, Word 72 Deed; it 
would be well for ſuch to conſider what 
Hope, what Promiſes, what Secutity 
they have, that they are God's Chil- 
dren, further than they preſume to call 
themſelves ſo. How can theſe / think 


they love God, or gain his Love to their 
Souls, while they are daily ſinning a- 
gainlt him, in Thouęht, Word and Deed? 

For 


hrift 
ath- 
Our, 
8 of 


who 
n of 
and 
Xl. 
*. TO 
jak- 
en 
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fry 
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nts 
ſai- 
it 
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| (67) 
For where Sin daily breaks out in Word 
and Deed, that Man always ſerves the 
Devil, and he cannot love God, nor 
keep his Commandments, becauſe none 
can ſetve God and Mammon; Chrift 
ſaid, If ye love me, keep my Command- 
ments: He that hath my Commandments 
and keepeth them, be it is that loveth 
ne; and he that loveth me, ſhall be loved 
of my Father, and I will love him, and 
will manifeſt myſelf to him. John xiv. 
15 21. 6 
We ſee here the Mark which Chriſt - 
put on his Sheep : So it is Life eternal 
to know him and hear his Voice, follow 
him, love him and keep his Command- 
ments, and the Man that comes to know 
theſe Things to be carried on in his 
Heart, he comes to have Aſſurance. of 
his Inheritance. Was not this the Hope 
the Saints had in the primitive Church, 
as John the beloved Diſciple ſaid? 
Hereby we do know that we know him, 
if we keep his Commandments : He that 
faith, I know him, and keepeth not his 
Commandments, is a Liar and the Truth 
is not in him; but whoſo keepeth his Word, 
| D 5 in 
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in bim verily it the Word of God perfell. 
ed; hereby know we that we are in hin. 
1 John ii. 3, 4, 5. But how can a Man 
think he is in God, or the Love of God 
in him, or that he is his Child or Ser. 
vant, while he ſerveth Satan (the Ene- 
my of Chriſt, and the Enemy of all Good) 
and finneth daily againſt the Lord in 
Thought, Word and Deed. 

And Chrift ſaid again, If a Man love 
me be wall keep my Words, and my Father 
will love him; we will come unto him, and 
will make our Abode with bim. John xiv. 
23. We ſee here from the Truth's own 
Mouth, that thoſe who love him muſt 
keep his Word and Commandments, 
Then there is a comfortable Promiſe to 
fuch a One, that he ſhall obtain the 
Love of God to him, and that God and 
Chriſt will come to abide with him in 
his Heart; and when the Father and the 
Son come to dwell in the Heart of the 
true Chriſtian, how can the Devil have 
100m there? He muſt turn out, be- 
cauſe a ſtronger than he hath taken 
Pofleffion, and is come to govern the 


Heart. 
Then 


Then the Child of God comes to be 
led by the Spirit of God, who leads none 
to do evil, nor to fin againſt him, but 
guides them to all Truth, ſetting them 
at liberty from being Servants to Sin. 
John vii. 32. Therefore they know they 
ate of God, becauſe he hath given them 
of his Spirit, that works Hatred in 
them againſt all Manner of Wickedneſs 
(which is the Work of Satan) and 
reaches them to love God, and love one 
another, and deſire theGoad of all, en- 
gaging them to ſerve their heavenly 
Father, and keep his Commandments. 


Therefore the Apoſtle ſaid, He that 


keepeth his Commnadmecnts, dwelleth in 
him : And hereby we know that be ahid- 
eth in us, by the Spirit which be bath 
given us. 1 John iii. 24. So the true 
Children of God that are born of his 
Spirit, he abideth in them and they 
in him ; thar is, in his Spirit, in his 
Grace, in the undefiled Condition, 
and pure Nature of his heavenly Fa - 

ther. 
And while the true Chriſtian remains 
in his ſpiritual State, his Words and; 
1 | Ds Actions 
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Actions q re begotten in that good Cor- 
dition and Nature, and are carried forth 
by the Leading of God's Spirit; and of 
a Truth, none of theſe are Sin, but 
theſe are the good Fruits, which every 
good Tree and every Branch of the Vine 
are to hear, under the Pain of being cur 
oft; for, a good Tree cannot bring forth 
evil Fruit, nenhcr can a corrupt Tree 
bring forth good Fruit. Either make the 
Tree gool, and his Fruit good, or elſe 
make the Tree corrupt, and his Fruit 
corrupt, for the Tree is known by it's 
Fruit. Mat. vii. 18. xii. 23. Therefore 
God's Trees (that is, his Children) bear 
good Fruit. wy 
What then? Is not here a fit Place 
for the Reader to enquire, Do not Gon 
Children fin at al? Or doth he cut them 
off when i hey fin ? Indeed it mnft be 
granted that the Children ſometimes do 
fin, and their Father doth not caſt them 
away: For to fin at ſometimes upon 
| Provecation, which comes ſurpriſingly, 
and to an unſavoury Purpoſe ſuddenly 

breaking ont in Word, or Action, this 
diſpleaſes the Father, and wounds their 
own 
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own Conditions: But theſe are not the 
Children's beſt Works, bur their worſt: 
Works; and indeed there is great Dif- 
ference between this and finning daily 
in % „ . Word and Action, and that 
theit beſt Works are Sin. 

For where are thoſe Children, tho“ 
they dwell in their Father's Houſe, and 
in his Service, but at ſome time and in 
ſome things, they diſpleafe their Fa- 
ther, and receive the Reproof of In- 
ſtruction to make them the more careful 
not to do fo again? So the Children 
of God learn daily of God, and they 
grow in Grace, Knowledge and ſpiri- 
rual Gifts, and they go further and 
further from Sin, and nearer and nearer 
unto God, by witneſſing the Blood of 
Jeſus Chriſt the Son, to cleanſe them 
from all Sin. > gba 

But ſuch as do plead, ard hold that 
the beſt Works of the Saints are Sin, 
they endeavour to come to the Scrip- 
tures to verifie theit Doctrine by bring- 
ing the Words of the Prophet I/aiah, 
when he was praying for the Sons of 
| Iſrael, 


N 
 Tfrael, and as it is common, when God's 
Servants are praying for the Congrega- 

tion, to put themſel ves with them in 
interceeding for them, tho” they are yet 
Sinners; or as thoſe People were, when 
they had departed from the Lord, rhcie- 
fore hecomplained, We are all as an un- 
clean Thing, and all our Righteouſneſs 
are as filthy Rags, and tc ult do fade as 
a Leaf, and our Iniquities like the Wind, 
haue taken us away. Iſa. lxiv. 6. See 
here, how theſe were fallen, and their 
Iniquities had carried them away from 
the Lord. There is none that calleth upon 
thy Nane, that flirreth up himſelf to tale 
hold of thee, for ibou haſt hid thy Face 
from us. and haſt conſumed us, becauſe 
of our Iniquities, Ver. 7. "2 
So their Sins diſpleaſed God, and 
made him hide his Face from them and 
their Righteouſneſs; which wereas filth y 
as Rags; and the Lord was weary with 
them, ſuch were their Offerings and 
Sacrifices, heit New Moons and Sab- 
baths, their appointed Feaſts and out- 
wardCeremonies, by which they . Bl 
| | that 
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that they pleaſed the Lord, heaping un- 
to themſelves Offerings without Obes 
dienee, upon which he would nor look, 
but rather weary of bearing them, and 
complaining againſt them, as may be 
{een by the ſame Prophet, ſaying, To 
what Purpoſe is the Multitude of your Sa- 
crifices unto me, ſaith the Lord? I am 


fall of the Burnt-Offerings of Rams, and 


tbe Fat of fed Beaſts, and I delight not 
in the Blond of Bullocks, or of Lambs, or 
of He Goats: When ye come to ap- 
pear before me, Who hath reguired t hit at 
your Hand, to tread my Courts? Bring 
no more vain Oblations; Incenſe is an 
Abomination unto me, the Nen Moons 
and Sabbat he, the Calling of Afſembiaes, I 
cannot away uh; it ir Iniquity, even 
the ſolemn Mert ing. Your New Moons 
and your appointed Feafls my Soul hatetb, 
they are a Trouble unto ne, [am weary 10 
bear them: And when ye ſpread Goh 
your Hands, I will bide mine Eyes from 
your ea, when you make many Prayers; 
I will not hear, your Hands are full of 


Blood, Iſa. i. 11, 12, 13, 14, 15. 


Are 


* 
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Are not theſe the Righteouſneſſes 
which were, and are in the Sight of the 
Lord asfilthy Rags, abominable and un- 
{avoury, upon whom he does nor look? 
Thoſe People intended to pleaſe the 
Lord with their Traditions and outward 
Ceremonies, which they accounted Ser- 
vice to him, and their Duties to per- 
form: But becauſe they were a ſinful 
Generation, a People laden with Iniqui- 
ties, and had backſlidden, and retuſed 
the Lord, and grieved the holy One of 
Iſrael; therefore the Lord did not look 
favourably upon, nor accept of their 
Offerings, but rather hated them, and 
was weary to bear them. 

And tho” theſe were their beſt Works, 
and the Righteouſneſſes which they 
truſted in, yet none of them were ac- 
ceptable with God : Therefore he hid 
his Face from thoſe People, for that 
their Iniquities had carried them away 
from him, to rebel againſt him, and to 
diſpleaſe him daily; ſo when they pray- 
ed much, he did not hearken unto them; 
for their Hearts were evil, and their 

Hands full of Blood: But what are theſe 
; Righ- 


| ( 75 9 


ighieouſneſſes to be likened: to the 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, - Who | juſtifies 
his Followers under the new Ccvenant, 
the by walhing, cleanſing. purifying and 
varg iundiiying of them by his Grace and 
Ser-. Spirit, and fitting them to ſerve God 

er. Wi" Newneſs of Life ? Alſo, What are 
5 the beſt Works of the Children of the 


jeſſes 
f the 
dun- 
ook ? 


nel NewBirth, Sheep and Lambs of Chriſt, 

2 Branches of the true Vine, which bear 

uſed * | Vin 

e of M/pirirual Fruit, ſpringing from the 
ook Iſweet Root, pure and -uncorrupted, 

heir M/vch as Chriſt by his Spirit leads into all 
and FFF fn dT » tn i Fo 


But they have another Objection 
which they think is ſtrong, and impoſſi- 
ble to anſwer, and that from the Words, 
of the Apoſtle John, who ſpoke the. 


110 moſt and the cleareſt of all the Saints 
har N(whoſe Teſtimonies we have) againſt Sin, 
vay If we ſay that we have no Sin, ve deceive 


| to Norſelves, and ihe Truth is not in us, 
au- 1 John i. 8. But what of that? Did 
not the Apoſtle in this Place put himſelf, 
among others, even all theſe who had 
received the Chriſtian Faith? And it is 
h. very poſſible that divers of them were 
; young 


— 


„ 1 
young and weak, and did not know] 
rheir Sins, nor were not come to ac- 
knowledge them : Therefore he ſaid, 
If i we”: confeſs our Sint, be is faithful 
and juft to forgive ut bur Sins, and. 10 
cleanſe us from all Unrig hteouſucſi. 1 
So the Deſign of the Apoſtle was to 
bring them to confeſs their Sins by Re- 
pentance, that the Lord might forgive 
them, and cleanſe them therefrom, and 
not live therein all their Days; as he 
aid before, If we walk in the Light, as he 
is in the Light, we have Fellowſhip ont mit i 
another, and the Blood of FeſusCbrift his 
Sox, cleanſeth us from all Sin. Vet. ). 
So he was for having them waſhed, 
cleanſed, and purified and ſanctified. 
Therefore I cannot ſee any Reaſon to 
grant John, the beloved Diſciple, to be 
4 Sinner, any more than Fames was 
a Curſer, notwithſtanding he did put 
himſelf among others, when he ſpoke 
concerning the Tongues, Therewith bleſs 
toe God, even the Father; and therewith 
eurſe we Men, which are made after the 
enn T7 2705 Similitude 


227 ) 
* Similitudeof God: Out of the ſame; Youth, 
2 1 proceedeth Bleſſings and — Jam. 
e aig, Iii. 2, 10. My Brethren, theſe Things 
lit ha ought not ſo to be. 
d u Therefore who can think otherwiſe, 
fs. II baut James was clear of chat Sin which 
he was Judging, in his Brethren? And 
without Doabt John was waſhed and 


vas to 


V Re- Ncleanſed from his Sins, though they, 
give (unto whom he wrote, were not then 
„and thoroughly purged; ſome in a large De- 
s he gtee cleanſed, others in a leſs Meaſure, 
2s hs ome being young and weak, beginning 
pic meir Pilgrimage; therefore he ſaid, the 
ft bi; Blood of Jeſus. Chriſt his Son.cleanſerh 
rf. J. Ius. So he Boren in the ſecond Chapter, 
hed, My little Children, theſe Things write I 


fied, into you, that ye ſin not + And if any. 
n to None fir, toe haue an Advocate,wuh.zhe _ 
o be Father, 7eſus Chriſt the Righteous. \ 1 


was John ii. I, F444 £, SEW. © 277, {> £22 
Put We may ſee here, what, wrong Uſe 
oke People make of John's Words, that he 
wrote to bis Friends, to perſwade them, 
dir) againſt ſinnipg, which theſe rake for an 
he Occaſion to live in Sin, and plead for it. 
ade but if any through Temptation ings, 

| E 


® 


e 
he hath ſhewed them the Help and Pre. 
ſervation which they might have; even 
to walk in the Light, that the Blood of 
Jeſus Chriſt, cleanſe them from all Sin: 
So he goes on, Mh ſoc ver commireth$,y 
rranſgreſſetbalſo the Law; for Sin is the 
Tranſgreſhon of rhe Law: '3 John iii. 4. 
By this it is plain, and who can deny 
that Sin breaks not the Law of God that 
he writes in the Hearts of his People? 
which every true Chriſtian is bound to 
keep and perform, under the Penalty of 
being cut off. 1 K 
And he know, that he was man ife ſted 
to take atoy our Sins, and in him is no d 
Sin. Verſ. 5. So that this is the End of Ill Beg 
Chriſt's Appearance in the Fleſh, - and I tha 
alſo, by his Spirit in the Hearts of is the 
People, even to take away their Sins, the 
and deliver them there-from, and to W. 
make them in their Meaſures to be like I his 
himſelf, in whom there is no Sin. Ty 
Again, Whoſoever abideth in him, ſin- I fo 

neth not, whoſoever ſinneth hath not ſeen fl ca 
him, neither know him. Ver. 6, That is, V 
whilſt a Man abides in the Spirit of 

01 Chxriſt N 


d Pre. 
* even 
Ood of 
Sin: 
1 Sn 
"Is the 
ili. 4. 
1 deny 
J that 
ople? 
nd to 
Ity of 


feed 
Is 70 


nd of 
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Chriſt, even in the good Condition and 
Nature, he ſinneth not; but thoſe that 
are contenting themſelves to abide daily 
in Sin, theſe do not know, nor come 
unto him, who is to waſh them O lit- 
tle Children, let no Man deceive you z 
he that doth Kigbteonſneſs tis rigbreows, 
even as be is righteous. Ver. 7, He that 
committeth Sin, is of the Devil, for the 
Devil ſinneth from the Beginning. For 
this Purpoſe, the Son of God was mani- 
fefted, that be might deſtroy the Works 

the Devil, Ver. 8. | 
So as Satan finneth daily! from his 
Beginning to his End, and the People 
that do ſo, are like him, to whom 
they are Servants and Subjects; but 
the Work of Chriſt is to deſtroy his 
Works, and to ſet People free from 
his Priſons and Servitude. Whoſoever 
is. born of God, doth not commit Sin, 
for his Seed remaineth in him, ond be 
7 Jin, ee be ts vt of Gad, 
ef. 9. $a 
So every true Chriſtian is in ſome 

Meaſure. born of God, and the N 

0 
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of God remains in him, and he in God; 
and whilſt a Man remaineth in him, 
he cannot ſin, as Chriſt himſelf ſaith, 
He that doth Truth cometh to the Light, 
that bis Deeds may be made maniſeſt 
that they are wrought in God. John iii. 
21. And the Works that are wrought 
in God, they are all pure; for no E- 
vil can be brought forth in him; 
therefore a Chriſtian in the Spirit, and 

in the Power and Nature of God, can: 


OLE une 
But inaſmuch as there are many of 
ſeveral different Opinions, and all 
Societies in general, conclude them- 
ſel ves the true Church; and every Bo- 
dy elſe in Darkneſs and Efror; and 
that the Ordinances and Traditions of 
[ their ] Church only, is the true Ser- 
vice and Duties Which pleaſe God, 
therefore they ate ready to ſay, Be. 
cau ſe me the Saints und People of God 
do fail of getting Viltory over. Sin, it 
2 ou for all others to ſpeak of Pere 
| 10. er! | $2 TRAY FT" 
And ſome are ſo bold and ſhameleſs, 
| as 


(8 19 


Goa. N to ſay, None were ever perfect upon 
. arth. Thoſe do inconſiderately g ive 
ſaith. Pod the Lie; who ſaid concerning 2 | 
Lizht, hat be was a perjett Man. And it Job 
" niſeſ 2s perfect, as without Doubt he was, 
un iii, Ind divers others, before Chriſt came 
n the Fleſh, how much more therefore 
loth the God of Heaven call for and ex- 
dect Perfection under the New Cove- 
ant, when he pours forth of his Spirit 
ore plentifully into the Hearts of his 
eople, and writes his Law there? 
How then is Perfection become im- 
ofible under the New Covenant ? 
hall we ſay, That Chriſt lays, upon 
is Followers Burtheas impoſſible for 
hem to bear, who faid, My Toke is 


* 4%, and my Burthen is ligbt. Mat. xi. 
Ser- . So he commanded them, Be ye 
God. berefore prrſed, even as your Father 

Be. Nobich ig in Heauen is perfell. Mat. v. 
God 8. So that Perfection is poſſible for the 
„ 1 Thildren of God to atrain in this Life, 


decugſe, greater is he that it in them, 
han he that is in the World. . 1 John 
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Th. 
„Gtehter and ſtronger is the Power of the 
God, who helps his is Children and Peo- ble 


ple to overcome all Sin and Iniquiry, andi and 
to give them Ability to ſollow and ſerveſſ gait 
him in Obedience, Perfection, Sanctif- an! 


cation and Cleanneſs of Hands, than is can 
the Power of the Devil, who leads} ma: 
and brings his Followers into Sin” and and 
Iniquity: | der 
But People by pleading for Sin, the ma 
they muſt remain in it (which is thi dre 
Enemy's Work, and the Fleſh's Luſiſ eafi 
whereby they rebel againſt God, Aud fin he 


againſt their own Souls) they clear) 
deny the Covenant, which they cam 
under at their Baptiſm; where che Mai 
ptomiſeth to deny the Devil and a 
his Works, the Pomps and Vanity 0 
this wicked World, IJ: all-rhe-finful 
Luſts of the Fleſh: and keep God) 
holy Will and Command ments, An 
walk in the ſame all the Days of hi 
Life. 116 BF6778 DF. Dt 1 

1s not this the higheſt Degree of. Pe 
fektion that any ſpeak of ? And fot 
the Confirmation of the Matter, thi 
Man fays, By God's Help I will do ſo 
Through 


5er of 
Peo- 
V, and 
ſerve 
nctif 
han is 
leads 
. and 
that 
s the 
'Luft 
AG fin 
lear! 
Came 
e Man 
14! a 
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ſinful 
Goch 


7 i 


rough 


0559 
Through bis Help, it ** poſfible for 
thee; but without that, it is impoſhe. 
ble: But why doth 50 now fail, 
and the Hope of gaining the Bitile a- 
e 


gainſt the Enemy of thy Soul, come to 
25 End? Art thou doubring that Gd 
cannot help thee to Renk his Cotte! 
mandments, and to dend the Devil,” 
and thy worldly Luſts? Iadeed the tele! 
der and merciful Father puts no Com- 
mandments nor Burdens upon his CHI 
dren, or Servants, . but what they can 
eafily N by taking his Help, for 
he will do the Work in them, which 
they cannot do, nor no 6chier, but he 
alone. WAY NAVI 
Doſt thou not ſay i in thy Carehiſ 

That the inward / piritua C Trace; 1s" Th 
Death unto Sin, and a ne Birth bro 
e ? O that People would: 
— to the true Principles, and ear- 
— y ſeek Grace from God to break off, 
and ſlay their __ But 'becauſe the! 
Profeſſors in this Age, do not know 
Chriſt through the Spirit of his Grace} 
and divine Authority; to "fit upon bis 
Throne in their _— to Judge Sin 
„ W0 


T9). 


to Death, therefore Fleſh firs on the 

hs Seat, and fa ves Sin and pleade 
O It „ % . 

But when Mis comes to Learken to 
his Conſcience,” he will feel that Sin 
breaks his Peace, and the ſame Witneſs 
is within informing of him, that the 
Grace of Ggdis able to help him to for- 
ſake all Sin and Wickedneſs; This good 
| Belief the Poet e whos _ _ ”" 
of rape Wi © i | 


5 
ht ** bevriads; "hes di abe Wot t 
:|Qnd.caal dy Rs im helpay © " How + 
Le bum i n pechu am g war yn: * T 
Tos cone! 1 1 ond bynny. | 
4 F 481 Ti cds WOO: 
* 5 4415 Jim 0 1 rhenſybun + wil 461 fl 
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1 intend, thro! awful Dad; > a1) 
lf with;chy'Grace thou It * 
Where I Riffneck'd have ſinn d, to tread 

IThaſe Paths of Wickedng6 no mots. 

1 2 abr ird ESL $1741 
JOY it > -- + 2 But 
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he e 4 "dg 3 | 
ds Rub of. my ſalſ/ nad Gdod Ido, T g 0 7 
Sine; like, my Feer treturneto Une 7 
to God cleanſe myHearta wy Ways co view, 
zin | That irom foul Sins Imap reine is 
els Jed? l ors cot. 00k logo 0 
he 80 wis Mon Jollevedy. if he had 
or- || God's Grace to heb him, it was po 
od ble for him ro overcome Sin, and or- 
ay bear committing Iniquity again; and 
I likewiſe he could da nothing of himſelf 
bur backſlide diy, 5 the Lord 
ED would deliver: him qut of all Wicks! 
edneſs. F815 7 5KS5 , 
But daes g cg ſbem 
Religious, by ſettüng thoemfelves at 
worle to lopt the Tree of Iniquity, em- 
dea vouring to cut away the Branches as 
they grow: This is the hopeleſs Labour 
and Sttiving which they eſteem prafita- 
ble for — to be at al their Days and 
leave the Tree alive, and ta bear Bran- 
bed that bey man be * eri e 
o lap fo 1 ad 
What then 2 3 think: 11 the” 
rem dies, that theyi-have'no-more co 
10 toward the Work af theit Salvation? 
* | 1 Sb E 2 But 


ee e 
But of a Truth, tbe Salvation of the: 
Soul, is to know the inward ſpiritual 
Grace to mortify' the Tree, by killing 
the Root of it, ſo there may be Room ſot 
the Tree of Life, even the Truth, Chriſt 
within, to grow in1heScul, and to bring 
forth his own good Fruits. 
Therefore let every true Chriſtian lay 
dow his own Ax, and pray to God for 
_ Grace io mortify and ſlay all his finful 
Luſts, and to give him Victory over the 
Devil, and allthis Temprations: Sin and 
Iniquity; but I believe that ſome Peo- 
ple have ſought Help from God againſt 


all Iniquity and finful Luſts, and that he 


head them, and diſttibuted unto them 


A Meaſute of his Grace and Spirit, ſo 


_ that their Words and Actions, in Degree, 
ſprung from the Spitit of God, and from 
a good State and Condition. 

But for all chat, their Principles o- 


blige them to account all their Actions 


(let them be bad or good) altogether 
Sin; and in that they wrong the Lord, 
and injure themſelves; becauſe their 
Rudiments do not allow'them to 5 

44:64 | 8 4 2 2 Lite» 
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I a Difference between Bad and Good, and 
the become as the Mouth of the Lord: For 
nal when a Child of God offends, he ſoon 
ing knows'Chaſtiſementfrom his Father, as 
for 4 Cloud coming over him, with Guilt 
rilt and Trouble; becauſe his Father hides 
ing his Face; but when he does well; his 
I Fatbor ſmiles vporthim, rewdrdin u 
lay with Con ſola in ant Joy, and ſpea 
for ing Peace to him; fo the Child Knows 
that ir was not din he committed at that 
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r OWNCTH 24-5. 4 2 CES AIT. 
V.iRIST faid to Nicodemus, Verily, 
aeg ay umo thee, Except a 
Min be born again, he cannot ſee tbe 
Kingdom of Heaven; for God is a Sfirit, 
therefore the Children of God mul be 

born of the Spirit y that which is bor of 
the Fleſh is Fleſb, 7 that which it”; 
11799 7? 3 of 
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» and to molify them. He is alſo the 


5 0 I 
of ale Spirit e Tn nh be br notiibur 
I {oy unto; 4, eh Es e born ug ain. 
Tn 30 b, f. 19 lake 
. Byu this is the Bitz E whbich People, in 

2 Scgtg of. Nature, cannot know, or 

5 com rehend, no mere than Nicademus, 
until he Lord begins to work in their 
n Souls: For by ſpiricual, Means} 
Go d. 8 8 the Nabe in the Hearts 
of his: e Oo Yea, as he is the etet- 

f nal Wor 10 he is Fire and a Hams 
mer to break and « open the hard Hearts 


Fountain of living Waters, which Pecos 
| plerejedt ; and the Virtue 8 that Wa- 
ter, is to walh adit t6 hdl. 
But theſe Things the natural Man 
canggt ehend, ev.gre 
foirttanny 7 Es 2 Nen yr 
Room to ſer itſelf at work. Therefore 
unconverted People muſthave all Th ing 
| carnaland ontward,tharFleſhand Bl 
may comprehend them, and with: Cons 
jectutes and human Reſon, debate and 
labour in them. Nee 
hat the Lord; in Condeſrenßon 8 
ons the Che: Wrath yy 
ivere 
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livered to them divers Ordinances an 
Uſages, to wit, Waſhings, Purification, 


Offerings and  Sierifices, which wete 
outward T hirgs, to ſignify the Suh: 


ſtance, which was to be revealed in t 


Fulneſs of Time. And thoſe Shadows 


and Signs, were to remain to the Re- 


ſtotation, that is, till Chift came to 
ſet up a more ſubſtantial and ſpiritu- 
al Miniſtfy and Woiſhip : And their 
Waſhings went under the Name of 
Rut next after all thoſe Signs and Sha- 
tows, the Lord, for preparing the Way 
10 Chriſt; ſent John to baprize the Peg. 
ple in Ford4n, conieff pg theft Sins, 25d 
then Joh faid, I indeed baptize you wil 
aer nurb Repent ance, bat bt that com- 
rib rtr nd, is mightier thun I, whoſt 
Shoes Im ot wortby t bear, be foul | 
pita you with the Holy Ghoſt and with 
nnn 
So there was a Difference between thi 
Baptiſm of Chriſt, and the Biptiſm qi 
John, becauſe they were not of one Na- 
ture, nor of one Matter. For the oe 
c 


W 


( 90 ) 
baptized with outward Water, and the 
other baptized with the Holy Ghaſt 
and with: iptrieual Fire ; the one waſh- 
ed the Body, the cther waſhed -the 


Soul. Su Chriſt cemmunded his Diſci- 


pics, That they , culd not deport from 
Jerufulem, bur warr for Ihe Pronaje of 
the Father, which, laid he, ze have 


beard;ef ne: For Tohn truly baptized. 


with Water, but ye fhall be baptized with 
1 be Holy Ghoſt, not many Days hence 
Accs i. 4, 5. 

Theſe two Teſtimonies do well agree 
with each other, and both make the 
Baptiſm of Chriſt, and the Bapriſm of 
Jo n, to be two Baptiſms. The Baptiſin 
of John was an outward Shadow ſigni- 
ſving, but the Baptiſm of Chriſt, was 
the Subſtance, and ſaving. The Baptiſm 
of Jahn and his Miniſtry, ſtood only in 
Force at the Time when Chriſt walk. 
ed upon the Earth; therefore Chiiſt 
went to his Baptiſm for the fulfilling of 
his Miniſtry : But John endeavoured to 
hinder him, ſaying, I have need to be 
taptized of thee, and come ſi thou to me ? 
And Zeſus anſ wering, ſaid unto him, 


Suffer 


cometh us to fulfil all Righteouſneſs. 


. 


Suffer it to be ſo nov; for thus it bes 


Then John ſuffered bim. Matt. iii. 
14, 15. | 
And as John and his Miniſtry and 
Baptiſm was to decreaſe, and paſs by, 
ſo Chriſt and his Bapriſm and Miniſtry 
was to increaſe, and to be ſet up, and 
ſtand to the End. So that the Baptiſm 
of Chriſt, was the only Baptiſm, which 
did and doth deliver and fave the Soul; 
therefore the Apoſtle ſaid, Oe Lord, 
one Faith, one Baptiſm. Eph. iv. 5. 
And ſince there was but one Baptiſm to 
remain, no more than one Lord, and 
one Faith, and one God, doubtleſs ir 
is, that Chriſt's Baptiſm was that one 
Baptiſm. | EX 
But Jeſus ſuffereth his Diſciples to 
baptize with Water, to accompliſh Johus 
Adminiſtration until the Time came to 
baptize with the holy Spirit; and as 
the Diſciples loved John, and eſteemed 
his Ad miniſtration, and being natural 
to it by the Jewiſh Ordinances, ſo they 
made Uſe thereof in their Freedom a- 
mong thoſe that believed; but they 
5 knew, 


ee 
knew it was not the Baptiſm of the 
Holy Ghoſt, as Peer obſerved, when 
he preached at the Houſe of Cornelius, 
and the Holy Ghoſt fell upon the Pec- 
ple; ſiying, Then remembred IthelWord 
of the Lord, how that be ſaid, John in- 
deed baprized wich Water, but ye fel 
be baptized with the Holy Ghoſt, Acts 


Y xi. 16. 


But when Darkneſs came in among 
the Chriſtians, and they loſt Sight of 
Chriſt within, and the Baptiſm of the 
Holy Ghoſt, then there was nothing but 
extolling the Sign inſtead of the Sub- 
ſtance, and ſet it up as the Horn of Sal- 
vation, and gave it a great Name in the 
Church, accounting it to be the Means 
by which Man is made a Chriſtian. But 
ſome uſe the Way of Water-Baptiſm as 
the Apoſtles did, without depending 
thereon, but to fulfil it, becauſe they 

think it their incumbent Duty: I do 
not judge ſuch. e 

But the Hurt is, when People ſet up 
ſome outward Tradition, depending 
upon it for Salvation, their 1 


the | | . ( 930 4 "IC. 
den much for it, and the more their Zeal is, 
5 | the more they make it their Idol, and 
ec: then they cannot bear ſo muchas to ask 
24 rom whence it came, and what Scrip- 
ir. I ture is for it: There is in this dark Zeal, 
he I Gall, Blood and Revenge; and ſuch 
&; I Zeal. as this, has been the Cauſe for the 
Martyrs of Jeſus, frequently to loſe 
org Icheir Blood ; becauſe rhe Meſſage of 
of me Ambaſſadors which God ſent, was 
the f _ Teſtimony againſt all Manner of 

iy ols. . 

— And when Chriſtians came to be fully - 
Sal. perſuaded, that Water-Baptiſm was 
neceſſary to Salvation, they Judged it 
need ful to baptize little Children, leſt 
they ſnould die before they had Baptiſm, 
and be damned: But when they ſaw it 
vas hurtful for little Children to be 
lipt over Head in Water, then they in- 
ented another Way to baptize, which 

Is corrupt and unſcriptural. 
And although the Proteſtants have 
eſtified, that Water-Baptiſm was not 
goes eceſſaty to Salvation, and as the friend- 
uch My 2nd Fo of the LR 

* o 0 


(94) 

of Erg land will acknowledge, that Wa- 
ter-Baptiſm does nothing for the Soul, 
yet the ſame, in the like corrupt Way, has 
crept in among them from the Church 
of Rome ſo far, that the dark People a- 
mongſt the Proteflants are of the ſame 
Tone as the Papiſts : Oh! Oh! The 
Holv Baptiſm : Oh! Make the Mana 
Chriſtian ; fo that when a Child is born 
into the World, they muft make haſte 
to go with him (as they ſay) ro make 

him a Chriftian. | . 
Now therefore, O thou unconſiderate 
Min, canft thou bear vs to rake a View 
of, and handle this Matter a little, to 
ſee if there is Life in ir, and ſee how fat 
it is agreeable with the Scriptures. They 
ſav, Thar Chrift ordained two Sacras 
ments in his Church, when we do not 
read that Chriſt ever ſpoke of a Sacra» 
ment; nor is there any ſuch Word as Sx 
crament in all the Scripture : But they 
ſav, The Thing does not conſiſt in the 
Name, but what we mean by this Sa: 
crament, is Baptiſm 3. What then? I; 
this the Way of Baptiſm which we non 
| | | ſpeak 
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ſpeak of, more agreeable to the Scrip- 
ures, than the Word Sacrement ? That 

is not yet made out. nn n 
Again, they will 1ay, We are all by 
Nature born Children of Wrath, and by 
Baptiſm are made Children of Grace; 
I utterly deny that little Children new- 
born, are Children of Wrath; and alſo, 
that by ſuch Baptiſm (which we are 
ſpeaking of) any are made Children of 
Grace. Are not new-born Children with- 
out Sin? Truly before Sin came, God 
look'd on all that he had made, and the - 
ſame was good in his Sight : Bur they 
ſay when Adam tranſgreſſed, he brought 
in Sin upon all his Oft-ſpring, and they 
are Partakers of his Tranſgteſſion, and 
that the Children of 4dam are by Na- 
ture become Sinners. That is granted, 
but that they are born Children of 
Wrath, and that God imputeth Sin to 
hay before they do fin, Thar is de- 

We | 39 

For the Apoſtle ſaid, Where no Law 
it, there is no Tranſgreſſion. Rom ix. 15, 
Since that the States of new- born 1 
FEY e 
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dren do not apprehend, nor can they 
reach to come at any Law, therefore 
Iniquity js not laid to their Charge, For 
Sin is not imputed where there it no Law. 
Rom. v. 13. So where there is neither 
Tranſgreſſion nor Sin, how can we think 
there is Damnation? But thoſe that 
hold forth the Damnation of little Chil- 
dren, they imagine they have a Foun- 
dation for it from the Words of the 
Prophet, who ſaid, I was ſhapen in Ini- 


* 


quity, and in Sin did my Mother conceive 


ame. Pal. li. 5. Is not this Sin rather 


| to be imputed to the Parents than the 
Child? For he doth not ſay, my Mo- 


conceived me à Sinner; bur in Sin did 


my Mother conceive me. 

And the Scripture ſaith, The Soul that 
finneth it ſhall die: The Son ſhall not bear 
the Iniquity of the Father, neither ſhall 
the Fatber bear the Iniquity of the Son. 
Ezek. xviii. 20. Bur for the Iniquity 
the Man himſelf commits, he ſhall die. 
O, I. would think that Chriſt's own 
Words are ſufficient to give; Satisfaction 
to every conſiderate and impartial Man, 

| | and 


— 


MY, 7). 
and put this Contfoverſy out 01 all 
Doubt, who exrulferh the State of lit- 
tle Children, kinn do his Diſciples, 
Fxcep t —— be conve 7el, and become as 
i.ttle* Chilllren, ye ſhall not enter into 
the Kingdom of Heaven, Matt. viii. — 
5 10. | 
* We may ſee FEY how Chriſt od | 
the Stare of little Children above the 
States of his Di ſeiples, when they in- 
quired who ſhould'he the greateſt in the. 
Kingdom of Heaven. And he having 
called unto him 5 Child, and ſerting 
him in the Mid? of them, he further ſaid 
whoſoever theref, fore Pol bumble bin / + 
as this little Child, the ſame is the great- 
et in the Kin tdontof 1 raven; 700 beed 
ilar 55 7 175 not one of theſe little 
Ones; for I ſa) unto you, that in Heave 
their Angels FA always behold the Face 
of” my Father tohich ig in Heaven. Here 
isthe Judgment of the King, who knows 
vereer than Men, Who is is fit to enter inte 
nis K ngdom. , 

4191 lo is the Door of the Sheep, an 
he knoweth his own, and thoſe that'g 
in by him: If any be ſo he " 

thin 


* 
* 
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think that thoſe Children whom Chriſt 
ſo much owned, were baptized, there 
was no baptizing of little Children in 
thoſe Times ; and there is no Cauſe to 
think, that the Condition of little Chil- 
. dren is worſe now, than in thoſe Times: 
So the Commandment of Chriſt was, 
Take beed that ye deſpiſe not one of theſe 
: _ Ones, whoſe Angels bebold God's 

_ | 
Baut dark People take little Notice of 
what Chriſt ſaid; but the Rudiments 
which they have received by Tradition, 
from the Leaders of their Churches, 
thoſe they believe, and will have to be 
Truth: Therefore they are not afraid to 
diſeſteem the State of little Children, 
who are newly come into the World, 
from under the Hand of their perfect 
Creator, who made all Things good, 
and according to his own Pleaſure ; 
but they reckon the Child a 7ew, or 
ſome unacceptable Stranger, till they 
go with him to the Prieſt, to be made 
(as they judge) a Chiiſtian, and ac- 


-Y 
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ceptable. 
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And if the Child dies before he be 
bapt zed, they eſteem it not fit to bury 
him like a Chriſtian, after the Order of 
the Church; but when the Child hath 
been under the Prieſt's Hands, if he hap- 
pen to die beſore he ſinneth, there is no 


Doubt of his Salration: What then 


ſhall be thonght of theſe Things? Did 
not God know. how, or was he not able 
to make the Child according to his own 
Mind? But the Prieſt, does know, how, 
and is able to make him according to 
the Lord's Mind; ſo that tis time to 
80 with the Child to the Piieft, where 
ureties muſk be had, to engage for him: 
Firſt, That he ſhould deny the Devil, and 
all bis Works, the Pomp and Vanity of 
this wicked World, and all the finful 0 is 
of the Fleſh.. Secondly, That he ſhould 
elieve all the, Points of, the Chriſtian 
Faith. Thirdly, That be ſhould keep the _ 

ble ſſed Will of God, and his Command- 
ments; and walk in the ſame all the Days 
TREE ILL AO ß 
And altho' they themſelves judge that 
they are not able to perform theſe * 
miſes, 
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thiks, yet it 186 eto get thoſe Sureties 

but ift ey were to be bound by Promi- 

ſes concerning Things of this World, 

they would take more Care before they 

decame engiged, how they might per- 
form their Promiſes; 

So after having a litile Water, the 
Phet ze des and prays t6 God, that he 
would Tanck that Water, To that it 
may wath away Sin; then the finful 
Man goes 76 wen the Innocent from 
his Sins But what is this good for ? 
There is no exfor,, not Scripture, nor 
any Proof, ut Part of the dead Tradi- 
Fon of era Church, for ſuch a 


Thing: the tieſt calls ihe Pole to be 
Wirhefſes hö that the ſame Child is 
made a New Center and that he is 
prafred into the. Body of the Church of 
Chrift, and fo give n to God for 
the Child, t. * he is born again by the 
Holy GhoRt, and received to be his own 
Child by Adopti n; and then they pro- 
feſs, hat che e ild henceforth is made 
a Member Ok. * a Child of God, 


and 


U 


etjes; 


OM» 
orld, 
they 
per- 
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and an ioderkor of tde Kingdom 9 of 
Hen ven. * 1 
But this is a great 70 if it⸗ were 
bur: done indeed; whele there is a Ne- 
ceſſity for a C bange, and a *Newhefs of 
Life: Bur this may be allowed, to wit, 
that the Child at fiſt, is a Member of 
Chriſt,” a Child of God, and an Inheri- 
tor of the Kingdom of © Heaven, and 
that he is yet no worſe; nor in a State 
to be made better * But if n eithet the 


People mor the Pet kno as better 
than cheſe Things, the Lor enlighten 
1 PEE; 


them. 
But I 46 believe, ere wrs many or 

them know ull this is but the L 

Cuſtom and Tradition 6f the Church! 


ind'rHvefore” the de judge it a Duty 


upon them to petform i” But che Tradi- 
tion and outward Cuſtoms become cott 
tupt in the Uſing as the Apoſtle Paul 
ſoid td the Colo + ere HF ye be 
dead with Chriſt Sa rhe: 'Radiments 
4 W371) ' why,” 68 Though: living In the 
War M3 ure ye ſubjert 2 ohich 
it 4% to pbriſd ith he Uſing) 4 6p the 
CMmmmdtrents and Der ines of 


whi + k 


Fs 


hich Things indeed bat 4 She of 

on in Will Worſhip. Col. 11, 20, 
22a; 23. | 
*. W hat then? 1s not this Way, * 
tizing little Children not only corrupt 
with the Uſing, but alſo form'd in the 
Dark, and ſer up after the Command. 
mers and Dectrines of Men, and cart 
ed on in Will-Worſhip, after the Orr 
25 ces and Nrgireents 15 tnis World, 

not aſter Chrift d eng; 

ak 44 therefore alle we conbdera lit 
tle, what Neceſſity there if for outward 
Water in the Baptiſm ? Bur thoſe-that 
_ are. for John's Baptiſm; they have need 


of Warer to dip the People ;- but as ma- 


ny as come to Chriſt to be baptized by 
him, be baptizeih with the Holy Ghoſt: 
For the Baptiſm of Chriſt, is the Bap- 
tiſm of the Holy Ghoſt, Which is the 
Subſtance : But the Baptiſm of oba (to 
wit, Wate .- Baptiſm) ) was the n ot 
Shadow. thereof, 

But there are many in theſe Days, 
that would tie the Baptiſm of Chriſt and 
Fobn'sB.ptiſm together, and make them 
— n ſaying, the outward Wa. 

ret 


ew of 
l. 20. 


f baps 


rrupt 
in the 
nand- 
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Ordt- 
F og 1d, 


a lit- 
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ter, which is the Shadow, is one Part; 
and the ſpiritual Grice within, is the 
other Part, which is knit to it. Is not 
this Way cunningly deviſed to beguile 
the Ignorant of the Salvation of their 
Souls? For ir muſt be believed, if they 
but receive, or have the Shadow, they 
alſo have the Subſtance, even the Bap- 
tiſm of the Holy Ghoſt, rho? they know 
not how, but only believe they are knit 
together. bets. | 2 "I 

o of a Truth, all this is but to pleaſe” 
the Fleſh, and Self-End of Man, who , 
hath been aſſerting that he had a Part 
in Chriſt, though he lived in the Fleſh, 
where none can pleaſe God, and in ſuch 
Pomp wherein he cannot receive the 
Spirit of Truth: And where they ſay, 
That the Subſtance is tied to the Sha- 
dow; the Face of the preſent World is 
as Clouds of Witneſſes to the contrary, 
ſeeing - that the Life and Converſation. 
of "Thouſands of ' thoſe who profeſs 
Chrift, and have been baptized with 
Water, are worſe than the Lives and 
Converſations cf Turks, Indians or Pa- 


gan a. 
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gant, Who were ner Kaprized, with 
Water, 


11 2 


By which we may # de, that the un- 


godly and We mn es: hat have not 


og 


yet 


8 


been baprized into the Baptiſm of 
rift, which is the Baptiſm of the 


ly Ghoſt, that cleanſerh from dead 


nd makes a Mana New Crea- 


ture, to live a godly Lie; whereby it is 
evident enough, that the Baptiſm of the 
Holy Ghoſt, and the Baptiſm o Water 
atet wo diſtin Things. 

So that it is poſſible = 2 natural 
Man to be baptized, with Water, and 
know nothing of the Baptiſm: of the Hp- 
ly. Spi Irit : But the Followers of Chriſt, 


ate 


of the 


ls 


tized by hi im with the Baptiſm 
oly Spirit, without elementary 


Water; and Fe {cms. will ſay, That 


the Bap iſm of f Joh. 
Baptiſm of the, H. 
the Apoſtles bap tize 


2. as to follow the 
irit, becauſe 
J with Water. and 


n had given it them in Cam- 
man | 
That the Apoſtles baptized with. Wa- : 


them 


rr, is * But that Chriſt gave. ic 


vith 


un- 
not 
1 of 
* 
ead 
rea- 
it is 
t he 
ter 
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bem. Command, is not yet made 
But they are ready 10 lay, Hath 
wy Chriſt commanded: 


ind of the. Son, and Lo * Holy Ghoſt.” 
Matt. xxviii. 19 I woy think, 
hat inaſmuch as N. is No mention of 
Vater, we have Room to examine what 
One did (hot command? Was it his 
wn Baptiſm, which was the Baptiſm | 
ff the Holy hoſt. or was it the Bap- 


im? 

And inaſmuch as then was the very 
ime, wherein the ſpiritual Miniſtry” 
{ Chriſt. was to be ſer up in Anno, 
ing taken from under the Shadows 
id Signs; that to baptize with the 
loly. Ghoſt, was the Work of Chriſt, 
nd —— he at that Time was to PO, 
nh of his Spirit on his Miniſters, 

nd them on his own Work: r 
eaſon therefore will tell us, that he 

s Miniſters upon Fobn's Work (which 


a5 not but an outward Shadow paſſing, 


oy) 


his Apoſtles. * 


Go ye therefore, teach all Nations, 50. 
zing eherefar ihe Name. af, the Father, 


im of John, which was Water-Bap- 


F ics) 


by) inſtead of ſending them on his own 


ſpiritual Work, after he had filled them 
with his Spin, and cloathed them with 


Power from on high, fit for performing 


that ſpiritual Work. 

But the Oppaſer will ſay, It was the 
Work of Chrilt only to babtize with 
the Spitit, and the Apoſtles could not 
do it, becauſe they were but Men. It 
is true enough, that it is the Work of 
Chriſt to baptize with the Holy Spi- 
rit: What then? Was it imp9ofhble for 
Chriſt's Servants ro do any of his Works 
_ notwithſtanding they received of the 

Spirit of Chriſt, even the Holy Ghoſt, 
which did baptize? But without Doubt 
the Servants of Chriſt did his Work, 
by his being _co-working with them; 
for when they taught and preache! 
where the Lord had ſent them, they 
were Inſtruments in his Hand to do! 

reat Work; that is, to turn People 

rom Darkneſs to Light, and from the 

Power of Satan unto God, through his 
Co-working to open the Hearts of the 
People. R us Ia! 1 
8 + gl 
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And fot this End Paal was ſent, and 
not to baptize with Water, as we read 
when-the Lord was converting and cal- 
ling him, he ſaid unto him, Rs/e, and 
fland upon thy Feet; for I have appear- 
ed unto thee for this purpoſe, to make 
thee 4 Mini ſſer and a Wuntfſs both of 
theſe Things which 1houi boaſt ſeen, and 
of t haſe Things in the. which; I will 22 
pear unto thee, delivering the from the 
People, and from the Gentiles, unto 
whom noto I ſend the, to apen their 
Eyes, and to tutn them from Darkneſs 
10 Light, and from the\Power of Satan 
unto God, that they may receive Forgiuve- 
neſs. of Sins, and Inheritance among 
them which are ſanctiſied by Faith which 
is in ne, Akts xxvi. 16, 17, 18. 
Let us therefore fee the great Work 
which Paul was ſent ta labour in, which 
was the Work of the Salvation of the 
Souls of People, and the Thing he was 
employed about, even to turn them 
from Darkneſs to Light, and from the 
Power: of Satan unto God, to obtai 
Forgiveneſs of Sins, and a Portion a- 
mongſt thoſe that 8 He 


RE 
is 


* 
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is the Work of the New Birth, even 
Chriſt's Work upon the Souls of Men: 
Here alſo is the Baptiſm of the Hol) 
| Ghoſt. 5 114 7. 1 015] Ki] 
And as the Apoſtle Paul was an In- 
ſtrument in the Hand of the Lord, ſent 
upon this Work; ſo by preaching of the 
true Goſpel, he performed the Com- 
-mandment, -by- baptizing them into the 
Name cf the Father, who is the ſtrong 
Tower, and turning them unto him 
who is the Light, and baptizing them 
into the Name of the Son, who is the 
Rock of Ages, Jeſus the Saviour, Chriſt 
the Anointed, the Fountain of living 
Waters; which Water doth waſh away 
Sin and Iniquity, that they may re 
ceive Forgiveneſs of Sins, by baptizing 
them into the Name of the holy Ghoſt, 
who ſanQifieth and giveth them Faith 
in'Chriſt je: to vio 
So Paul taught the Genziles,-| and 
they were baptized with the holy-Ghoſt 
under his Teftimony. Afrer this man- 
ner was. the Commandment fulfill'd, 
Go, teach all Nations, baptixing then 


into the - Name of the Father, and tht ff 


Son, 


{ 1c9 ) 

Son, and the Holy Ghoſt. And this A- 
poſtle that was ſent to turn the Nati- 
ons, was not ſent to baptize with Wa- 
ter, as he himſelf teſtified when he 
ſaw that the Corinthians were corrupt- 
ed, by making a wrong Uſe of Water 
Baptiſm, and that Contentions were 
among them; and as it may be ſuppo- 
ſed, ſome ſaid, I am owned by the 
Man that baptized me, and, Lam own- 
ed by the Man that baptized me, which 
gave the Apoſtle Occaſion to ſay, I 
thank God that ] baptized none of v 

pF, and Gaius, iet any ſhauld 
ſay! that I bad baptized:' in nine own 
Mane; and I baptized alſo the Houfhold 
of Stephanus, Ade: I know not whither 
I baptized any ther; for Chriſt ſent me 
not tobaptize, but to preach the Goſpel, 

1 Cor. i. 14, 15 16, 17. — 5 & wits. 
And inaſmuch as this was the Apo- 
ſtle that was moſt abſolutely ſent to 
. Wteach and convert the Nations, and 
was not ſent to baptize with Water; 
and that Commandment ſaid, Go ye 
and teach all Nations, baptizing them 
into the Name of the Father, Son and 
Fz Holy 


( 110 ) 
Holy Ghoſt, therefore it was not out- 
wald Water that was here commanded 
to go with the Teſtimonies of the A- 
poſtles, but the Living Water and Eter- 
nal Word, which is the Sword of the 
Spirit, that is as a Fire, and as a Ham- 
mer, to break in pieces the hard Hearts. 
Thus Life and Virtue went along 
with their Preachings : Therefore whe- 


ther God works upon the Hearts of 


People by Inſtruments, or without In- 
ſtruments, the Work is the Lord's; 
and ſuch as know this Work to be cat: 
ried on in their own Souls, they ſee no 
Neceſſity for Signs and Shadows, that 
were to paſs away, or do periſn with 
the Uſing. So that God's Work upon 
the Soul of Man is the Baptiſm of the 
Holy Ghoſt, which makes a Man 2 
rr or 
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__ 


CHAP. VI. 


Concerning the Communion or Nour- 
iſhment of the Soul. 


ORaſmuch as the Work of God up- 

on the Souls of Men, is the Work 

of Regeneration and it belongs to eve- 
ry Birthto have Nouriſhment ſuitable 
to its Condition and Nature, fo it be- 
longs to the Children of the new Birth, 
that ate born of the Spirit, to have ſpi- 
ritual Food to nouriſh their Souls, as 
the natural Bedy is fed with outward 
Food : This ſpiritual Food the Chil- 
dren of Adamin the Fall cannot know 
or apprehend, nor be Partakers of, till 
the Lord in ſome Meaſure lays hold on 
their Hearts, and enlightens them,. and 
lets them ſee their Conditions, and 
makes them ſenſible of the Neceſſity 
and Want of their Souls, and lets a 
Man ſee how he is gone from home, as 
F 3 the 


1120 
the Prodigal Son, into a far Country, a 8 
Stranger to his Father's. Houſe, where cel“ 
is Bread enough, and he ready to die Puppe 
for Hunger: Then the poor Soul, hav- PG 
ing a Sight of his Condition, cries for e ne 
his Father's Houſe, becauſe he is got [Þ"PP* 
into a Belief that there is Bread enough pen 
to feed his hungry Soul, left he ſhould to t 
die for ever. E 
So the Soul that comes to hunger 
and thirſt after Righteouſneſs, the Pro- 
miſe is, That ſuch ſhall be filled, Mat. 
v. 6, For the Lord prepares pleaſant 
Dainties for the Poor in Spirit, that 
turns to him with his whole Heart, and 
waits upon him in Truth. So when a 
Man comes to witneſs theſe Things, he 
is in ſome Degree to be counted a Child 
of the new Birth, becauſe he cries for 
Food, and Food delongs to him, and 
he is ready to open unto Chriſt, who 
| knocks at the Door, ſaying, If any Man 
hear my Voice, and open the Door, I 
«ill come into him, and will ſup with him, 
and he with me, Rev. Hi. 20 IM 
So that Chriſt is ready to communi- 
nicate, and the hungry Soul ready to 
| | receive 
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receive: Nouriſhment: And this is the 
Supper that gives Life, Nutriment and 
Growth ro the Souls of the Children of 
he new Birth :- Theiefore what ſort of 
dappers ſoè ver Men may make without 
opening unto Chriſt, and receiving him 


Mito their Hearts to ſup with him, their 


dupper is not Chriſt's Sapper, nor of 
ny Benefit to their Souls; for He ie 
he Brrad of Liſe which comes down 
rom Heaven, and eiver Life to the 
orld, John vi 33. 
This i is the Food which God commu- | 
cares 'to' his Children, who are born 
f the' immortal Seed thro” his Word, 
nd have received the Holy Ghoſt to 
ad them into all Truth; which con- 
olates and makes glad, and gives Nou- 
iſhment and Increaſe to the affſicted 
1d eturnipg Souls. Therefore thoſe 
hat have opened their Hear:s, and re- 
eiyed Chriſt to take Poſſeſſion, and 
overn in them with Power, ſuch as 
eſe come to be grafted into the true 
ine, and their Souls are fed with the 
rait of the Vine, which is the ſame 
hing as the Bread of Life which com- 
F 4 eth 
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eth down from Heaven, that he who 
eateth thereof may live for ever, obn 
VEST: 4-564 1 3.01 01% 

I be Fruit of this Vine: is Alſo the 

ſpiritual Wine, or living Water, or 
Heavenly Blood, Which the Branches 
drink of; ſo that the ſpiritual Birth 
may grow and increaſe, by feeding up- 
on Chriſt, and dwelling in him. who 
ſaid, My Fleſh is Meat indeed, and m 
Blo ad is Drink. indeed; He that eateih 
my Fleſh, and drinketh my Blobd, duel: 
leth in me, and I in bim, Johnivi. 55 56. 
Let us ſee here, thoſe that) ſeed on 


Chriſt, they dwell in him, ang he in 


them. Not in his Body, but in his 
Spirit, and his Spirit in them; and the 
Unity and Communion between Chriſt 
and his Followers, not in outward 
Things, as he ſaid to his Diſciples who 
were offended at the Hearing of ſpiri- 
rual Things; but he interpreted it to 
them, It ig the Spirit that quickneth, 
the Fleſh profiteth nothing; the Words 
that I ſpeak unto you: they are Spirit, 
and they are Life, John vi. 63. 80 


they that dwell in the Vine, ide Fut 
an 
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and Virtne of the Vine is Liſe and Sup- 
port to them. 0 4 

Sa be likewiſe ſaid, As the living 
Father ſent me, and I live by the Fa- 
ther; ſo he that eateth me, even be ſhall 
live by ne. And as the earthly- Part 
nouriſheth itſelf on earthly Food, out- 
ward-and periſhing, ſo the ſpiritual 
Part is fed with ſpiritual Food, even 
the hidden Manna, invifible and eter- 
nal; and ſuch as feed upon it, know 
where they obtain it; not in any thir 
that is outward, but in a ſpiritual. Fel: 
lowſhip with the Father and with the 
Son Jeſus Chriſt, knowing their Savi- 
our to be their Shepherd, to lead them 
into the fruitful Paſtures, by the ſtill 
Waters, out of the World in them- 
ſelves, and out of all carnal Reaſon- 
ſonings and Conjectures of Fleſh and 
Blood. | | 
He is alſo the Daily Bread, which 
is a Support to the true Chriſtian, and 
the living Soul eannot be one Day 
without it, but he will feel a Hunger, 
and it is not enough for him to receive 
outward Bread and Wine once a Year, 
5 F 5 inſtead 
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inſtead of Life to his Soul, and fpiri- 


tual Food, which comes down from 
Heaven, Day by Day, to the hungry 
and thirſty Souls of thoſe that wait up- 


on him: So the poor in Spirit ſecretly 


receives it, When there is none but he 


and the Lord. | 


But ſuch as ſpend their Money for 
that which is nor Bread, and their La- 
hour for that which ſatisfieth not, they 
come to the Prieſt, to eat every one a 
Rt of Bread that periſheth, and every 
one a Sup of Wine, and their Princi- 
ples oblige them to believe, that by 
taking ſo much, their Souls are fed, 
though they know not how. O, how 


_ eafily do People ſuffer themſelves to 


be deceived concerning their Souls E- 
ternal Life, which is to know the Fa- 
ther and the Son to dwell in the Heart, 
and to have gain'd the Man to love 
God, ſo as to be as Meat and Drink to 
do his Will. . 

For to do the Will of God is the on- 
ly Thing that makes up the Peace, and 


works the Unity and Communion be- 


tween the true Chriſtian and Chrilt the 
Beloved 


F 
Beloved of his Soul, So they that are + 
one to the Lord are one Spirit, 1 Cor. 
vi. 17. And this is the Communion 
which makes the Saints to be one 
Bread and one Body, by being Parta- 
kers of that one Bread, 1 Cor. x. 17. 
f which the Eating of Bread and Wine 
or Ecannot do: For People eat ir before 


bey ey go to ſpill one anothers Blood. 
* So alſo great has been the Strifes, 


and going into Parties, which broke 
out into Malice and Revenge, Wars, 
nd ſpilling of Blood, amongſt Profeſ- 


hr lors of Chriſtianity, about the Bread 
ed, and Wine, how to order it, and when 
how Ito take it. Here was the cunning De- 
sto rice of Satan, even to drive People to 
f E. kill one another, about a dead Tradi- 
Fa- jon; for thereby he drew them fut- 
zart, ner and further from God; into his 
love wn dark Kingdom, alienating them 
* to ore and more from the Life and Sub- 
ſtance, even the Bread from Heaven, 
rr which giveth Life to the World, John 
_—_—_ 
— But the wiſe Men hunting after O- 


inions concerning theſe dead Things, 
F 6 ana 
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instead of Life to his Soul, and ſpiri- 


tpal Food, which comes down from 
Heaven, Day by Day, to the hungry 
and thirſty Souls of thoſe that wait up- 
on him: So the poor in Spirit ſecretly 
receives it, When there is none but he 
and the Lord. SOV 
But ſuch as ſpend their Money for 
that which is nor Bread, and their La- 
bour for that which ſatisfieth not, they 
come to the Prieſt, to eat every one a 
Bir of Bread that periſheth, and every 
one a Sup of Wine, and their Princi- 
ples oblige them to believe, that by 
taking ſo much, their Souls are fed, 
though they know not how. O, how 
eaſily do People ſuffer themſelves to 
be deceived concerning their Souls E- 
ternal Life, which is ro know the Fa- 
ther and the Son to dwell in the Heart, 
and to have gain'd the Man to love 
God, ſo as to be as Meat and Drink to 
do his Will. 3 1 
For to do the Will of God is the on- 


ly Thing that makes up the Peace, and Fl 


works the Unity and Communion: be- 
tween the true Chriſtian and Chrilt the 
: Belo ved 


SEEK OE . 
Beloved of his Soul, So they that are 
joined to the Lord are one Spirit, 1 Cor. 


vi. 17. And this is the Communion 
which makes the Saints to be one 
Bread and one Body, by being Parta- 
kets of that one Bread, 1 Cor. x. 17. 
which the Eating of Bread and Wine 
cannot do: For People eat it before 
they go to ſpill one anothers Blood. 

So alſo great has been the Strifes, 
and going into Parties, which broke 
out into Malice and Revenge, Wars, 
and ſpilling of Blood, amongſt Profeſ- 
ſors of Chriſtianity, about the Bread 
and Wine, how to order it, and when 
to take it. Here was the cunning De- 
vice of Satan, even to drive People to 
kill one another, about a dead Tradi- 
tion; for thereby he drew them fut- 
ther and further from God; into his 
own dark Kingdom, alienating them 
more and more from the Life and Sub- 
ſtance, even the Bread from Heaven, 


Which giveth Life to the World, John 


VRRE 3 
But the wiſe Men hunting after O- 
pinions concerning theſe dead Thinęs, 
F 6 ana 


(118) 
and never could agree, becauſe they 
were Strangers to the Spirit and Hea- 
'venly Life; they. judge, that by +1 
ceiving the Bread and Wine they mu 
eat the Fleſh of Chriſt corporally, even 
he that was born of Mary, and ſuffered 
upon the Croſs, and was raiſed again, 
and aſcended into. Heaven, to fit on the 
Right Hand of Majeſty. Th 
Bur as to that, they broke out into 
three Opinions. . The firſt is that of 
the Papriſts, who ſay concerning the 
Bread and Wine, That after the Prieſt 
conſecrates them (as they call it) the 
ſame is no more Bread nor Wine, but 
the Fleſh and Blood of Chrift, in the 
Subſtance which was crucified by the 
Jews. Here is a grievous Error, Men 
taking upon them to make Chriſt cor- 
porally upon Earth out of corruptible 
Matter, and give People the ſame to 
eat for their Money. See R. Barclay's 


Apology, p. 498. 


The ſecond Opinion is that of the 


Lutherans, who ſay, That the Sub- 
{tance of the Bread remains after it is 

conſecrated, but that alſo that Body 
| is 
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we muſt believe. 
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is in the Bread, and with it, or. under 


it; ſo that there is in the Subſtance of 
the Bread, and-the Fleſh and Blood of 
Chriſt are mixed together, to be given 
the People to eat for their Money. 
The Difference here is, That the' firſt. 
rake upon them to make Chriſt bodi- 
ly upon Earth, out of Bread and Wine, 
that is periſhable ; the others take up- 
on them to bring him down from Hea- 
ven to be mixed with the Bread and 

The ied Opinion is that of the 
Calviniſts, who deny both the former, 
ſaying, That Chriſt is not corporally 


: 


in the Bread and Wine; but yet the 


Faithful receive him by taking of the 


Bread and Wine: Bur how, or which" 


Way he is there, they know not, nor 


can they tell, but only we muſt believe 
he is there, yet ſo that it is properly 


in Heaven, (Barclays Apology, p. 498) 
but of . Truth. though eins Opinion 


may in ſome Things be born with, yet 


it is vety uncettain: It is nothing, but 


1. 
» 
7'7 a 
. + - 8 


” od 


e 
And if we muſt believe that our Souls 


are fed with rhe Bread ,of Life, and 
that we are Partakers of Chriſt's Supper, 


though we do not know him come into 
our Hearts, to ſup with us, and we to. 
ſup with him, this is the Way for us 
to deceive our ſelves; this is alſo a. 
Sign of Death: For the living Souls 


the Joy of their Salvation, and when 
the Lord by his free Spirit upholds. 
them, and their Souls are by the Holy 
Ghoſt comforted, and they can ſer their 
Seal to the Words. of the Apoſtle, Do 
not er, my. beloved Brethren, every. 
good Gift, and every perfet Gift is from: 
above, und cometh down from the Father 
of Lights, with whom ts no Variableneſs, 
1 Shadow of Turning, James i. 
. 1 e ol | 
þ But in the Night of Darkneſs, where 


Satan wionght amongſt the "Profeſſors 
of Chriſtianity, his Work and Cunning 
hath been, and is, to. deceive People, 
and to ſet them ar Work to, deceive 
one another, to the End and Purpoſe to 
keep them in Ignorance, and wholly 
Ty Strangers 


. ( r2r ) 1 
Strangers to the true Shepherd, who 
gives Eternal Life to his own Sheep, 
who know and follow hin. 


- When he was with his Diſciples eats 
ing that Supper, or the laſt Paſſover 


betore he was betrayed, he ſaid unto 
them, With Deſire I have defired to eat 
this Paſſover with you before I ſuffer ; 


for I ſay unto you, I will not any more © 


eat thereof until it be fulfilled in the 
Kingdom of God, Luke xxii. 15, 16. 
The fulfilling that Paſſover, and that 
which it ſignified, together with other 
Signs, was the Coming of the King - 


dom of God, that is, God to dwell in- 


| his People, to teach them himſelf. 
For the Kingdom of God is within, and 
Chtiſt within, a Comforter, ſupping 
with, and nouriſhing the Souls of the 
Children of the new Birth. rn 


And when he took the Cup and gave 


Thanks, he 95 Cs 77 divide 
it among your ſelves; for I ſay unto 
you, I wall — drink of the Ff of the 
Vine until the Kingdom of God ſhall come, 
Luke xxii. 17, 18. And the Kingdom 
of God is not Meat and Drink, but 
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Righteouſneſs, and Peace, and Foy in 
the Holy Gboſt, Rom. xiv. 17. And he 
ook the Bread and gave Thanks, and 
byake it, and gave unto them, ſaying, 
This is my Body which is given for you, 
this do in Remembrance of me, Luke xxli. 


TOs yy 

_ Chriſt; by doing this, was ſhewing 
his Diſciples that he was going togive 
his Body to ſuffer for them, and that 
they, when they did. eat and drink, 
were to remember him. And the Apo- 
file Paul ſald further, Do this, as of ren 
as..ye doit, in Remembrance of ne; for 
as often-as ye eat this Bread, and drink 
this Cup, ye do ſhew the Lord's Death 

till be come, 1 Cor. ix, 26. 
So all that can be gathered from theſe 


Things is, that when the Diſciples 


ſhould come together to break Bread, 
they were to th ink of, and remember 
Chriſt and his Death, and his Depar- 
ture from them that Night, and this in 
Reverence to his Name, until the 


Kingdom of God came to be enlarged 


in their Hearts, and the King to fit in 
his Kingdom, after a ſpiritual manner, 


to 


paration for comin 


(123) 


to ſup, and give himſelf to be Life 
and Nouriſhment to rheir Souls. . 
We read alſo-concerning.the. Apo- 
files, how they cortinued daily with. 
one Accord. in the Temple, and break- 
g Bread from Houſe to Ve eat- 
is. their Meat with Gladneſs and Sin- 
8 of Heart; and they eat in A\ te-, 


igtous Way, having made a joint Pre- 


to eat together; 
and this did ſignify their Unity and 
Love one to another: They alſo did 
eat to ſatisfy their bodily Wants; what 
then? Did not the Apoſtles, when they 


came together in that Loye and Unity, K 


find the Lord near unto them, to com- 
fort them, and make them rejoice, and 
edify their Souls? Let it was not in the 
Meat that they found the Lord, but in 
their drawing near in their Spirits to 
his Spirit, and to one another in his; 
Love. | 
This Way of Tradirion was ſoon 


corrupted in the Uſe of it by Men, as 
may be ſeen in the Church of Corinth, © 


where the Apoſtle complains againſt 


them, When they cume tegether 10 eat 


that 


(124) | 


PR Supper which they called rhe Lord's | 
2 inſtead of 0 orming it unto ib 
| in an acceptable Minner, they 
ys in danger f eating and drinking 
Damnation 10 themſelves,” 1 Cor. 2. 
175 18. Aren 114 gat 

So they” that met' together for- the 
worſe, did not attain to the Know- 
_ ledpe of the ſpiritual and inviſible Food 
which comes from Heaven, to renew 
and comfort the Souls of the Saints in 
their Meetings together; neither did 
they aceorpliſh that Supper outward-- 
ly, but in a corrupt Manner: And as 
Corruption came into the Churches, 
the People went more and more after 
outward Praditions, making of them 
more and more corrupt,” by ſetting 
them up niſtead of che Subſtance, and 
inſtead 25 the Kingdom of God; the 
Coming of which was to put an End 
to them. 
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C H A P. VII. 


Concerning Reprobation. 5 by? | 
T H E Mercy of God Almighty 
+ hath been, and is, in a great and 
large Meaſure extended towards the 
Children of Men, by ſending his Meſ- 


ſengers to offer unto them Covenants 
of 


God, I bave no Pleaſure in the Death of 
the Wicked, hut that the Wicked turn 
from bis Way and live; Turn ye, turn 
ye from your evil Ways, for why will ye 
die, O Houſe of Iſtael, Ezek. xxxſii. 
11. For God ſs loved the World, that 
he gave his only begotten Son, that who- 
ſoever believerh in him ſhould not periſh, 


but have everlaſting Life. For God ſent _ 


not his Son into the World to condemn 
1 the 


ce, though they daily rebel a- 
gainſt him: And the Meſſage which 
he did put into the Mouth of his Pro- 
phet, was, As I live, ſaith the Lord 
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te Worid, but that the World through 


him might be ſaved, John iii. 16, 17. 
So the Apoſtles had received the Mi- 
niftry of Reconciliation, teſtiſying, 
That God was in Chriſt reconciling the 
World unto bimſelf.;, not imputing their 
Treſpaſſes unto them; and bath commit- 


ted wnto us the Word of Reconciliation : 


Now then we are Ambaſſadors for Chriſt, 
as though God did beſeech you by us, we 
pray you in Chriſt's Stead, be ye" recon- 


ciled to God, 2 Cor: v. 19, 20. 


But contrary to theſe Things, there 


are ſome hold forth, That God ordain- 


ed the moſt Part of Mankind to Dam- 


nation, and the other Part ro Salvari- 


on, even from the Beginning, or be- 


fore the Creation; ſo that there is no 
Poſſibility for any one of them to be 


loſt, that are ſo ſecuted, nor any one 


of thoſe that are ſo loſt, ſhall ever be 
ſaved. 5 


If this were true, it would overturn 


all the Promiſes and \ Covenants of 


Peace which God ſent his Meſſengers 
» to. publiſh throughout all the Scrip- 


tures, and would deny the Reconcilia- 
«thn "PLE e 


one Talent, nor any Grace, nor Day of 
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tion which God offers unto the World 


through Chriſt: This intimates al ſo, 
that God hath not ſent his Son into 
the World to ſave the World, but to 
damn it. { Z 71 1 A.Y 1 
This alſo tenders God unmerciful, 
( whoſe Mercies excel all his Works) 


if he ordained the moſt Part of Mane 


kind to be damned, not giving them. 


Viſitation; but ordained them to ſin, 
and work all Unrighteouſneſs, that he 
may puniſh them eternally - for doing 
that which he ordained them to do- 
By this there is no Room to extend. 
Mercy to the greateſt Part of Mankind. 
This is contrary to all the Promiſes, 
Invitations and Counſels, which the 
Scriptures are full of, from the Begin- 
ning to the End, by calling People to 
be converted, and return to God from 
their evil Ways, and that under ſure 
Promiſes, that a Door is opened for 
them in Chriſt their Redeemer, who 
died for all: But they ſay, Chriſt died 
not but for the Ele, that is, thoſe 9 
Ker Wk 4 N a * RN y k at 
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that were ordained o be ſaved from 
the Beginning. 

Iꝓ)his contradicts e ee which 
declare, that Chriſt died for every one, 
as may be ſeen, to wit, That God wi 
habe all Men to be Javed, and to cone 
unto the Knowledge of the. Truth. For 
there is one God, and one Mediatgy be- 
_.,rween God and. Men, the Man =p 
Feſus': Who gave himſelf a Ranſom 
| all, robe'reſiified in due Time, whereun- 
10 Tam( ſand Paul) ordained a Preacher 
end an Sa and I Tim. ti 4, 5, 6, 


| {7 80 the ſame A 3 faith, That 

Chriſt died for all, 2 tafied Death for 
every Man, Hebrews ii. 9. And is i he 
Propittarion for our Sint, and not fot 
ours only, but alſo for the Sins of the 
whole World, 1 John ii. 2. So likewiſe 
the Angels proclaimed to the Shep- 
herds, the Coming of Chriſt to be good 
Tidings of great Foy, which ſhall be. to 
all Fecplæ; and there was with nbe An- 
gel 2 Multitude F rhe Heavenly Hoſt, 
raiſin ; be God, and ſaying, Glory to God 
in the beſt, and on Earth Peace, — 

; 
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Mill rowands Men, Luke ii. 10, 13, 


14. 4 
ii; And na my Paper i is too bort 1 


contain but few of the many C alls and 


* 5 
* 
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Invitations which God tenders , + Sin- 
ners, Come: unto: me all ye that labour and 
are beavy laden, and I will give you Reſt, 
Matthew xi. 28. This is the Meflage 
which God doth, and did, in all Ages 
ſend his Miniſters upon, to call Sin- 
ners to be reconciled to him through 
Chriſt, who is the Light which ight- 
eth every one that cometh. into the 
World, and taſted Death for fe h 
and be was given to be a Light to the 
2 and Salvation t to the wo ds of 
the Ea e 
Here is the Door of Salvation 3 
ed to all Mankind, thoſe, WhO 8k, and 
ſeek, and knock, they ſhall cone in, 
and be received. with Joy :.. Alſo the 
Grace of God, which 9 Salvati- 
on, hath appeared unto 
By theſe, Things we ma n 
that a Day of Viſitation from God, 
through his Grace and Light, is or- 
dained to all Mankind upon the "Re 


% 


N — 

e ON 
of the whole Earth: For there is nb 
Man ſo far in any Corner of the World, 
but God is near unto him, if he will 
ſeek him; and where is there any Sin- 
net that knows not at Times the Re- 
provings from the Light in his owh 
Heart and Conſcience, calling for Re- 


pentance and Amendment of Life, af. 


ſuring Peace to him, if he will do good, 
and likewiſe threatning ſome Puniſh- 
ment for his Wickedneſs ? © *" 

Lea, whilſt the Light ſhines, and 
Grace appears, and God by his Spirit 
ſtrives with the Sinner, it is 1 
he may be ſaved, and that by the 
Lord, and through his great Mercy 

For Grace and Light is all - ſufficient te 


fave and deliver every Man that 


yields Obedience thereunto, whatever 
outward Knowledge he wants, The 
Grace that bringeth Suluation teacheth 
every Man his whole Duty, Tit. ii. 12. 
For by Grace are ye ſaved,” Eph. ii. 8. 
Alfo the Ligbt, which i Chrift, libi- 
neth tvery Man that cometh into the 
World; as he himſelf faid; © I am the 


me 


Light of the World; he that followeth 


(131 ) 
me, ſhall not walk in Darkneſs, but ſhall 
have the Light of Life. John vin. 12; 
He is all- ſufficient to lead unto Salvari- 
on every one. thar hearkeneth ro him 


while he knocks, and thoſe that turn at 


his Reproof, he promiſed to give them 
of his Spirit, and make known his Words 
unto them. | 

But thoſe that rejc& the Viſitations, 
the Lord leaveth them, and their Blood 
is upon their own Heads. Becauſe I 
have called (ſaid Wiſdom) and ye refuſ- 
ed, I have ſtretched out my Hand, and no 
Man regarded. Prov. 1. 24. Therefore 
the Lord gives up Sinners to take their 
own Ways; then the Day of their Viſi- 
tation paſſeth over their Heads, and the 
Lord leaves them, and fo there is none 
that will deliver them in the Day of 
Diſtreſs. 

This is agreeable to the Words of the 
Apoſtle Pau, in the Place where thoſe 
that plead for Reproba tion would faſten 
ſomething, Whar if God willing to ſhew 
his Wrath, and make his Power known, 
endured with much Long-ſuffermg, the 
Veſſels of Wrath . to Do 

Om, 
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Rom. ix. 22. The Word (Long: ſuffer- 
ing) ſhews that they had a Day of Viſi- 
tation, but they rejected it; wherefore 
Chriſt wept over Feruſalem, ſaying, 
That ſhe was to be deſtroyed, and laid 
even with the Ground, becauſe (ſaid he) 
. Thou Rneweſt not the Time of thy Vifitati- 
on, Luke xix. 44. | N 
Therefore Man's Deſtruction is of 
himſelf, but his Salvation is from the 
Lord: In Chriſt does the Election ſand, 
and ſuch as are grafted in the Vine, and 
overcome the World, and Satan and his 
Temptations, they ſhall eat of the bidden 
Manna, and a white Stone ſhall be given 
then, and in the Stone a New Name 
written, which ao Man knawerth, ſaving 
be that receiveth it. Rev. ii. 17. Here 
is the heavenly Inſcription, and the 
Names of tbe Eled, which are written 
in the Lamb's Book of Life, Rev. xxi. 


2] 


re not People preſumtuous and 
ſelfiſh? Nothing takes more hold on 
them, than what they received from 
their own Church by Tradition, ler it 
de as erroneous as may be; they will have 
it 


1 
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A it to be a Goſpel Truth, let G9d, Chriſt 


10 and the Scriprure, ſay what they will; 
| but the Thing ſzid by the Churchme 
yy and Society, which the Man owns, he 
le) | will believe and follow, and judge it 
13. | crroneous in all others, if they believe 


not the ſame Things, as may be ſeen by 
of divers wrong Rudiments, which crept 
in amongſt Chriſtians in the Night of 


= Obſcurity, when the Church went into 
"ng || the Wilderneſs, and the falſe Church, 


577 even the Whore of Babylon, ſat upon 
the People. 172 


oy So in this Caſe, God ſaith, I have 
Lake i 88 7 wt in the Death of bin that 
4 * dieth, Ezek. xviii. 32. But theſe Men 
2 ſay, that God hath willed and or- 
he I dained the greateſt Part of Mankind 
ten to ſin and die for ever. God calls the 
. | Wicked, ſaying, Turn 9e, tern ye, 
— why will ye die, return therefore and 
10 live. Ezek. xxxiii. 11. But they ſay, 
* that God holds the Wicked under his 
Order of Reprobation, that they can 
5 17 do no leſs than fin to their Damna- 
<P tion. 85 + 03 te > 


it G 2 17 The 
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The Apoſtle ſaith, God would have all 


Men to be ſaved, and come to the Knows 
Mage of the Truth. Tim. ii. 4, But they 


ſay, God would have, yea he willed, | 


and made the moſt Part to DeftruQion, 
and that he with-holdeth from them all 
true Knowledge, and all Means of Sal- 
vation, ſo that they may not lay hold 
thereon. 34, 
If I were to go on after this Manner, 
I might gather a great Part of the Scri 
tures, to ſhew how oppoſite this Doct- 
rine is againſt God, againſt his Mercies 
and Love and Good-will towards all 
Mankind; it is alſo againſt Chriſt, by 
making his Coming, his Death and Re- 
demption, unprofitable to the greateſt 
Part ol Mankind, but rather adds to 
their Damnation. Eee all 
This denies the Reconciliation, which 
God offers unto the World, through 
Chriſt : It denies the Goſpel, which is 
glad Tidings of great Joy to all People: 
It makes Men of Opinion, that it is in 
vain to ask, to ſeek and knock, in con- 
tradiction to the Words of Chriſt, when 


he 


— 


— 
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ai 
he preached to the Multitude. Marr. 
VIEW I& Bol, Roth 

Theſe alſy ſay, Thzr Sin cannot be a 
Meins to loſe anv of thoſe that are 
elected, and that the Reprobate cannot 
do any thing that may be a Means to 
ſave them : By this it 1s in vain for 
Man to mention Religion: Oh! How 


croſs this is to the Words of the Lord, 


by his Prophet in the Chapter before 
mentioned, from the Beginning to the 
End, Bebcld all Souls are mine, the Soul 
that ſinneth it ſhall die; the Rig btrouſ- 
neſs of the Righteous ſhall be upon him. 
Ezek. xviii. 4 See from the twenti- 
eth Verſe ro the End of the Chapter, 
cloſe to the ſame purpoſe; and alſo 
in Chap. xxxiii. from the eleventh Verſe 
to the Nineteenth, where it plainly 
appeats, that Sin ſeparates between 
People and their Creator, and their 
Return to him makes the Reconcilia- 
tion. | f '$ a [14 ©3651 
Let it be our Belief therefore, that it 
is poſſible for the ungodly Man through 
Mercy, to return unto the Lord, whilft 
he calls, invites and preſſeth, ſhewing 

| forth 
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forth his Hands, and knocking at the; 


| | i | 
Door of the Heart. Here is the Law * 
that was given to Cain in the Morning th: 
of the Creation, If :how doſt well, ſhalt * 
thou not be accepted? And if thou doſt * 
in 2 f rac 
rot well, Sin lieth at the Door. Gen. iv. 10 
7. Theſe Terms follow through the ä 
Scriptutes, from the Beginning to the Ge 


End. The Spirit and the Bride ſay, come. ali 
Ant let him that beareth ſay, come. And th; 
let him that is a thirſt, come. And who- = 
Soever will, let him taſe the Water of Life Ki 


Hegg. 1 Rev. Xu, 7. a „ „. „„ Pe. 
Ineretore let us trun in the Lord, ſor 
and believe his Promiſes, hope in his ple 
Mierxcies, depending upon Chriſt and his ſuc 
Offering, who hath redeemed us, and nen 


paid the Ranſom for us, by giving him- yet 
ſelf a Propitiation for the Sins of the the 
whole World:; alſo let us yield Obedi- Ca1 
ence to the Grace and Light which is the 
given us, for a Manifeſtation to lead us O, 
into that Salvation which he hath pre- is 
pared for us by redeeming us. ane 
Furthermore theſe hold forth, that 
the Lord ordained Adam to fall, and it De 
is 
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is he that diives and cauſeth the Wick- 
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ed to fin, and keeps them in their Sins, 
that he may have juſt Cauſe to puniſh 


them eternally for their Sins, and alſo 


that God ordained all Things that come 

to paſs. : | | 
We may here ſee, that theſe make 

God the Author ct all Wickedneſs; and 


alſo more unjuſt, cruel and unmerciful 
than the crueleſt of Men as ever we 


heard of: For where is, or has been any 
King or Piince, who would bind his 
People with Chains of Iron in dark Pri- 
ſons, before they did any Thing to dif- 


pleaſe him, and there keep them under. 


{auch Locks and Bolts, that it would 
nevet be poſſible for them to come forth, 
yet come at Times, and call them into 
the Field to work his Harveſt, and be- 


cauſe they come not forth, then chaſtiſe 


them with the moſt cruel Puniſhment 2? 
O, whe would impute this ro God, who 
is flow to Anger, and great in Mercy, 

and repenteth of the Evil. bo 
Where then does this erroneous 
Doctrine allow the Devil to have 
any 
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forth his Hands, and knocking at the 
Door of the Heart, Here is the Law 
that was given to Cain in the Morning 
of the Creation, H/ hon doſt well, ſhait 


thou not beaccepied © And if thou doſt 


rot tell, Sin lieth at the Door. Gen. iv. 
7. Theſe Terms follow through the 
Scriptures, from the Beginning to the 
End. The Spirit and the Bride ſay, come. 
Ant let him that beareth ſay, come. And 
les him that is a thirſt, come. And who- 
Soever will, let him rake the Water of Life 
free!y." Rev. xxii. ts a „4 „„ e 

Ineretore let us. truit in the Lord, 
and believe his Promiſes, hope in his 


| Mercics, depending upon Chriſt and his 


Offering, who hath redeemed us, and 
paid the Ranſom for us, by giving him- 
ſelf a Propitiation for the Sins of the 
whole World:; alſo ler us yield Obedi- 
ence to the Grace and Light which is 
given us, for a Manifeſtation to lead us 
into that Salvation which he hath pre- 

pared for us by redeeming us. 
Furthermore theſe hold forth, that 
the Lord ordained Adam to fall, and it 
is 
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is he that diives and cauſeth the Wick- 
ed to fin, and keeps them in their Sins, 
that he may have juſt Cauſe to puniſh 
them eternally for their Sins, and alſo 
that God ordained all Things that come 
0 paſs. | 

We may here ſee, that theſe make 
God the Author ct all Wickedneſs; and 
alſo more unjuſt, cruel and unmerciful 


than the crueleſt of Men as ever we 


heard of: For where is, or has been any 
King or Piince, who would bind his 
People with Chains of Iron in dark Pri- 
ſons, before they did any Thing to dif- 
pleaſe him, and there keep them under 
ſuch Locks and Bolts, that it would 
never be poſſible for them to come forth, 
yet come at Times, and call them into 
the Field to work his Harveſt, and be- 
cauſe they come not forth, then chaſtiſe 
them with the moſt cruel Puniſhment? 
O, who would impute this ro God, who 
is flow to Anger, and great in Mercy, 

and repenteth of the Evil. : 
Where then does this erroneous 
Doctrine allow the Devil to ha ve 
any 
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any Hand in the Deſtruction of People, 


ſceing chat he cannot deceive, nor gain 
any, but ſuch as God hath ordained and 
piepared for him? What ſhall we ſiy 
to this? Did not Peter know what he 
ſaid, or was the Devil fooliſh and mad, 
who was ſo buſy, like a roaring Lyon, 
walking about ſeeking whom be might de- 
Vour. 1 Per. v. 8. 

But Satan, no doubt, is welt afſured, 
that God does not make People on Pur- 
poſe for him; and that he has none, but 
ſvch as he catches in his Snares and 
Nets, by his Deceit and Baits; he is 
the Enemy of Men, and the Enemy. of 
Truth; he ſowed the Tares in the Field; 
he deceives and corrupts People, mak- 
ing them Children of the wicked One, 
as Chriſt ſaid, Bur the Tares are the 
Children of the wicked One. The Enemy 


rho bags; them is the Devil. Matt. xiii. 
28, This Enemy deceived Peaple 
At uf. to fin againſt the Will of God, 
and his Commandments, and he works 
in the Children of Diſobedience, and 

holds 
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holds Sinners captive at his Will, in his 
dark Priſons. . | Er 

But Chriſt was ſent by the Father, 
and anointed to preach good Tidings un- 
to the Meek, to bind up the broken beart- 
ed, to proclaim Liberty to the Captives, 
and the opening of the Priſon to them 
that are bound. Ia. xli. 1. Luke iv. 18. 
Satan is gone out 10 deceive the Nat ions, 


which are in the four Corners of the 


Earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them 
together to battle, the Number of whom 
is as the Sand of the Sea. Rev. xx. 8. 
But Chriſt was given for a Light to 1he 


Gentiles, and Salvation to the Ends of 


the Earth. Iſa. xlix. 6. To open the blind 
Eyes, to bring out the Priſoners from 
the Priſon, and them that fit in Dark- 
neſs, out of the Priſon Houſe. Iſa. xlii. 


7. To reconcile God and Men, to de- 
ſtroy the Works of the Devil, which 


made the Separation. | | 
This is the general Salvation which 
Chriſt hath purchaſed to all Mankind, 


by his own precious Blood, and the. 


Help which he gave them, when he 


promiſed, that OY of the Woman 
| D 
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ſhould bruiſe the Serpent's Head, and 
as the deadly Wound came by the Sin 
and Diſobedience of Adam, and over- ran 
the whole and every Part of the World; 
ſo through Chriſt and his Sacrifice, who 
was ordained to die from the Beginning 
of the Creation, he is the Phyſician that 
was given to heal the Wound ſo far as 
it is gone. | 

To the eternal God, whoſe Mercies 
are over all his Works, be Honour 
and Obedience, Reverence and Gloxry, 
who is worthy for ever and for ever- 
more. 

There is another Branch of the ſame: 
Doctrine, where they ſay, that thoſ: 
who once received Grace from God, it 
is impoſſible for them to fall from Grace, 
or loſe their Salvation. 

This is likewiſe contrary to the fore- 
mentioned Scriprures, where it is ſaid 
at large, that when the Righteous turn: 
eth away from his Righteouſneſs, and 
committeth Iniquity, his Righteouf 
neſs ſhall be no more remembred to him, 
dur for the Sin he hath 9 
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ſhall die: Alſo Chrift himſelf ſaith, 
That he is the true Vine, and bis Father 
is the Husbandman, every Branch in 
him that beareth nor Fruit, be taketh 
away. John xv. 1, 2. And fays Chriſt, 
If a Man abide not in me, he is caft forth 
as a Branch, and it withered, and Men 
gather them, and caſt them into the Fire, 
and they are burzed, Ver. 7. 

So it is poſſible, that Branches once 
grafted in the Vine, may be cut off, be- 
cauſe of Unfaithfulneſs : This. is like- 
wiſe truly anſwerable to the Apoſtle's 
Words, when he was wiiting to thoſe 
whom he accounted the Elect, and 
were grafted into the true Vine; he 
warns them ſaying, Behol.l the Goodneſs 
and Severity of God: On them which fell, 
Severity : But towards thee, Goodneſs, 
if thou contmue in his Goodneſs : Otber- 
wiſe, thou alſo ſhalt be cut off. Rom. 
xi. 22. 50 5 

This runs agreeable with the Stream 


of Scriptures, to warn the Chriſtian to 


keep on his Watch, leſt in any wiſe as 
the Serpent beguiled Eve, he himfelt 
might 
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might be deceived ; for the ſame Apo- 
ſtle ſaith, For it is impoſſible for thoſe 
who were once enlightened, . and have 
rafied of the heavenly Gift, and were 
made Partakers of the Holy Ghoſt, and 
have taſied the good Word of God, and 
the Powers of the Word to come, if the) 
ſhall fall away, to rencw them again un- 
10 Repentance, ſteing they cruciſy unto 
themſelves the Son of God afreſh. Heb. 
vi. 4, 5, 6. See Chap. x. 26. 

Therefore he ad moniſheth the Saints 
among the Galatians, ſaying, Stand faſt 
therefore in the Liberty wherew:th Chriſt 
heth made us free, and be not entangled: 
with the Toke of Bondage. Gal. v. 1: 
And the Apoltle Perer, fully teſtifies to 
the ſame Purpoſe. 2 Per. ii. 20, 21, 22. 
I do not ſee any great Occaſion to col- 
le& many Scriptures to prove that ir is 
poſſible for People to ſlip and fall away 
from a State of Grace, and after- they 
are waſhed, to wallow in the: Mire, 
inaſmuch as 1 know not any Scripture 
ſaith or verifies that the ſame is im- 
poſſible. 

For 


(143) 
For ſome of the Angels fell, having 
left their Hahitation. Adam fell, and 
many Thouſands of the Pilgrims fell in- 
to the Snares ol Satan, after they had 
the Knowledge of the Spirit of God to 
lead and enlighten them. 2 Fer. ii. 4. 
Jude i. 6. This is a Warning for all 
God's Setvants to be careful, faithful 
and watchful, left when their Lord 
cometh, he find them a fleep, and their 
Work undone. | 


A.. VAL 


Concerning Perſecution. 


Of a Truth, great is the Myſtery of 


Ungodlineſs, which hath wroughr, 
and 18 working in the Darkneſs of Mens 


Hearts, in all Ages of the World, the 


old Satan, the crafry and dark Spirit, 
which worketh in the Night, turning 
many Vineyards which God had plant- 
ed, to bear ſour Grapes: And he began 
to work in the Church in the Morning 
of 
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of Chriſtianity, appearing like an Angel 
of Light: Aue as Chriſt fen hib 4505 
ſtles, ſo Satan alſo ſent Apoſtles, who 
transformed themſel ves to be Apoſtles 
of Chriſt, and Miniſters of Righteouſ- 
neſs; yet for all that, God carried on 
his Work, and the true Church and 
Minifters proſpered and Chriſtians mul- 
tiplied. * a 
Therefore the Devil envied, and ap- 
peared again in his own Colour, à de- 
vouring Lyon, and entered into the 
Heart of Nero, to perfecute and impri- 
ſon, to kill, to burn, and ſtone the 
Lambs and Sheep of Chriſt; and for all 
this, the Blood of the Chtiſtians was 
the Seed of the Church; though many 
were martyr'd, yet the Chriſtians mul- 
tiplied ; ſo there followed ten heavy 
Perſecutions, under the Pagan Raman 
Emperers, and yet they increaſed in 
Number. SKR IU ai 
But the Way Satan overcame moſt, 
was by cooling of Love, and ſuffering 
People to receive a Profeſſion of Chriſt 
and Chriſtianity, and from Age to Age 
Darkneſs thickned, Iniquity encreaſed, 
ES. Schiſms 
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My 
% 
* 
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which was an Enemy to the True 


5 
Schiſms and Contentions coming in; 
leſs of the Spirit and of the Grace, and 
of divine Inſpiration ; but Ordinan- 
ces and Cuſtoms were more and more 
ſet up, and more Streſs laid upon 
them, and then fell our concerning 
them, how to uſe and order them, 
ſore would have one Way, and ſome 
another Way; then they broke out 
into Forks and Branches, in divers 
Schiſms and Opinions, deſtructive He- 
reſies, Fighting and ſpilling. one ano- 
ther's Blood, perſecuting and killing 
Chriſtians about Religion. 

There Satan got the Victory, by 
making Chriſtendom Darkneſs and a 
Wilderneſs, and the Church a falſe 
Church, that is, a Whore ro fir in Au- 
thority upon People, and Multitudes, 
and Nations, and Tongues ; ſhe alſo 
ſat upon the Beaſt having Heads and 
Horns, that is, the Earthly Power, 


Church, And the Woman was arrayed in 
Purple and Scarlet Colour, and deeked 
with Gold and precicus Stones, and 
Pearl, 


(146) 
: Pearls, baving a Golden Cup in ber 
Hand full of Abominat ions and Filthi- 
neſs of ber Formication, Revelations 
Xvii. 3, 4. tree en 

Thus the Whore was decked with 
outward Traditions and Cuſtoms, and 
Church-Ordinances, being transformed 
gloriouſly in the View of the People 
upon whom ſhe fat, and deceiving 
them, holding forth a Golden Cup, 
that is, a Proſeſſion of Chriſtianity, and 
every falſe Appearance, Deceit and 
Diſſimulation, but all Filthineſs within: 
And yet Fobn ſaw upon her Forehead a 
Name written, Myſtery Babylon the 
great, the Mother of Harlots, and d- 
bominal ions of the Eurth; and he ſaw 
the Woman drunken with the Blood of 
the Saints, and with the Blood of the 
Martyrs of Feſus, and he wondred with 
great Admiration, Rev. xvii. 5, 6. 
The Spirit of Enmity, which was 
in the Pagans in perſecuting Chriſt and 
his Church, entered into the People 
that held a Profeſſion of Chriſtianity; 
To the Church of Rome became bloody 
and peiſecuting, to kill, to burn, and 
to 
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to martyr them whom the Lord ſent 


unto them; or 1ajſed amongſt them, 
to bear Teſtimeny againſt their Cor- 
ruption, evil Converſations and Super- 
ſtitions. S's | 
After they had thus left the Huth, 
and loſt Sight of Chiiſt, who was the 
Head of the true Church, and Gover- 
nor in his Saints and -Followersy the 
Biſhop of Ron e was ſer up to be Head 
of the falſe Church, and then it was 


not what Chriſt ſaid was to be taken | 


Notice of, but what the Pope and the 
Church ſaid; the Lord of the Harveſt 
ſaid to his Servants, pull not the Tares, 
let them grow together with the Wheat 
until the Time of Harveſt; but the 
Pope and the Whore, who call the 
Wheat (70 wir, the Children of Grace) 
Tares, ſay, pull them all up ; ſo Satan 
would root up Truth and pure Religi- 
on from among Men, 5 1 

The Spirit of Perſecution is a dark, 
angry, revengeful and unchriſtian Spi- 
rit, in what Man or People ſoever it 


appears; it is an Enemy to Truth, and 


of that ſtubborn curſed Nature, which 
1 began 


i 


f 


1 
: 
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began to appear in the Time of Cain: 


And that great City, to wit, Babylon, 
began to lay her Foundation in the 
Hearts of People in the Morning of the 
Creation; tor it was ſaid of her, that 
in her was found the Bl od of the Pro- 
phets and Saints, and of all that were 
{lain upon the Earth 1 1 1 

- So-the evil Spirit and Nature were 
the Cauſe of killing of the Prophets, 


and of perſecuting of the Righteous in 
every Age; ſo there wos, and is, an 
Enmity in the Serpentine __ againſt 


Chriſt and his Saints: So the Lord 
ſent his Meſſengers as Lambs amongſt 
Wolves, to be perſecuted and brought 
before Tudgment-Seats to be killed, to 
be martyred for his Name-ſake, whom 
the World hated,  — | 

Therefore the Devil, the old Ene- 
my of all Good, moves his Servants 
to perſecute the Innocent; and it be- 
longs to Perſecutors to have two 


Things ta fit them for Perſecution; 
- their Eyes muſt be hoodwinked with 


thick Darkneſs, ſo that they may not 
ſee what they are doing; for oo 
ſai 


(449 
{aid to his Diſciples, They ſhall. put you 
our of the Synagogues, yea, the Time 
cometh, that whoſoever killeth you, will 
thmk that he doth God Service, John 
xvi. 2. It belongs to them alſo to have 
their Conſciences ſeared with an hot 
Iron, leſt the ſhould grieve and bleed 
when they kill and butcher the Inno- 
cent Lambs. La 

But in this Blindneſs and Cruelty, 
the Perſecutors conſult together, come, 
we the Lambs and Sheep of Chriſt, lex 
us deſtroy the Wolves. Where did we 
hear that Sheep killed Wolves? Theis 
is neither Scripture, Example nor Rea- 
{on, that will tell us any ſuch Thing; 
but Perſecutors ſhew themſelves to be 
Wolves, and thoſe they perſecute to be 
the Martyrs of Jeſus. wy 

So Blindneſs, Ignorance, Cruelty, 
Malice, Envy and Hatred of all Good» 
neſs, will fit Judges in Babylon's Tribu- 
nals, when the Followers of Jeſus are 
judged to ſuffer for his Name: And in 
theſe Courts it is to no Purpoſe to ask, 

What Evil hath this Pilgrim commit- 
ted ? But away with ſuch a one, hang, 

burn, 


A 
burn, crucifie him! This was the 
Treatment Chriſt himſelt had in the 
Babyloniſh Tribunal; it was in vain for 
Pilate in his own Court to argue for 
Jeſus; their Complaint againſt him 
was, that he perverted the People, and 
was teaching through all Jdc, there- 
fore they would have him ctucified. 

Bur Pilate ſaid, I find no Fault in 
this Man, and argued again, hat he 
bad examined bim. And Hetod having 
examined kim, and had found no Fault 
m him, nor any Thing worthy of Death, 
be would therefore chaſtiſe him, and ſit 
him go: Then the whole Multitude cried 
out at once, away with: this Man, and 
releaſe unto us Barabas, who for Mur 

der was caſt into Priſon : Pilate there. 
fore willing to releaſe Jeſus, ſpoke again 
to them; but they cried out, ſaying, 
crucifie, crucifie him: But Pilate rec 
ſoned, ſaying, Why, what Evil bath hi 
done? I have found no Cauſe of Deat) 
in him, I will therefore chaftiſe him ani 
let him go: And they were mſtant wit) 
loud Cries, requiring that he might |t 
crucified, 
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crucified, and the Voices of them, and 
of the High- Prieſts prevailed, Luke 
xxili. 

This is the Treatment the Maſter 
bad, who left Footſteps for his Saints 
and Martvrs, ſhewing them divine and 
evangelical Examples, how to follow 
him through Perſecution, by demon- 
ſtrating his Doctrine and pure Nature 
in his 17 ny who ſaid, Love your 


Enemies, bleſs them that curſe you, do 


Good to them that hate yau, and pray for 
them which diſpitefully uſe you, and per- 
Mat. v. 44. 

So when he was led to be crucified, 
and his cruel Enemies drove Nails 
thro' his Flefh, he pitied them: Here 
is the Heavenly Nature that is in the 
Lamb, and the Evangelical Spirit which 
he makes his Followers Partakers of in 
their Sufferings; Then he prayed for 
them, ſaying, O God forgive then; for 
they know not what they do. 

And the firſt that followed his Ma- 
ſter in Martyrdom was Stephen, who 
had received of the ſame Spirit, Grace 
and Virtue, to fit him (0;; TURORT-ROD 

is 


; 22 


. 
his Teftimony. When the People "I 
were cruel and deviliſh, ſtoning him to F 
Death, be kneeled down, and cried with 11 


a loud Voice, Lord, lay not this Sin to In ns 
their Charge, AQts vii. 60. This is that N! 
Evangelical, Mercitul and forgiving * 
Nature, which hateth none, envieth the 
none, nor defires the Harm of any, bur P, 
the Good of every one. The Teſtimo- 170 
ny of God's Meſſengers in all Ages wie 
was the Truth ; and for declaring the Fa 
Truth they were hated and perſecu- _ 
red. N | 

Micaiah, for telling the Truth, was wy 

put in Priſon 70 be fed with the Bread of N © 
Afiftion, and with the Water of Afi > 
on, 1 Kings xxii. 27. Feremiab, for Ca 
ſpeaking the Truth, was caſt into the Wt 
drep Dungeon, Jer. xxxviii; 6. It was ad 
for declaring the Truth rhat the Fol- a. N 
lovers of Jeſus were hated and perſe- co 
cuted by the cruel Spirit in all Ages of : 
the World: It was in vain for the * 
Chriſtians in the primitive Church to / 
plead their Innocence before the Pa- Hof 
gans, there was nothing but Martyr- 1086 


dom for the Teſtimony, and for not 
21  worſhiping 


(153) 
wotſhiping their falſe Gods. 


ple It was to no purpoſe for the Prote- 
1150 ſtants and divers others, when they 
% were reſtoring Religion, to plead their 
h Innocence in the Courts of the Biſhop 
nat of Rome; nor ask, what Evil have we 
5 done? But for their Teſtimony againſt 
bur ! the Corruption and Superſtition of the 
mo. £-piſts, there was nothing but to de- 
\ ſtroy them by every cruel. Death; it 
ü was in vain for the Quakers in New- 
bevy England, before that Tribunal, to ask 


what Evil have we done? What Law 
have we broken? But becauſe they 


1 of came there to bear their Teſtimony a- 
75 gainſt Corruption, there was nothing 
55 but Hanging for tbem: So for the ſame 


Cauſe Chriſt and his Prophets and Apo- 
ſtles, and all his Meſſengers in every 
Age ſuffered, that is, for their Teſti- 


erle- nonies to the Truth, which the World 
Sof could not receive, For they did not 
pt peak in the Words which Man's Wiſdom 
? vo teacheth, but which the Holy Ghoſt teach · 
Pa. eth, 1 Cor. ii. 13. And the Teachings 


of the Holy Ghoſt are out of Efteem 
among the wiſe Men of this M 
| for 
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for it is Fooliſhnefs in their Sight. 
 - Chriſt is the Stone which the Build- 
ers rejected in all Ages, even the Wiſe 
of this World: Therefore God ac- 
counted the Wiſdom of this World to 
be Fooliſhneſs; becauſe they prefer 
human Wiſdom and Learning before 
the ſpiritual 3 and becauſe they reje& 
the precious Stone, the Rock of Apes, 
the Fountain of living Water, and hate 
him and his Ambaſladors, and their 
Meſſage : O! what is the Meſſage then 
that Chriſt and his Miniſters declare 
among the Children of this World, to 
make them angry and envious towards 
them ? Is it not the Goſpel of Salvi- 
tion which calls People from Satan to 
Chriſt, from the Kingdom of Darkneſs 
to the Kingdom of rhe Son of God, 
and to his Light? They alſo call the 
People of the Lord out of Babylon, that 
they be not Partakers of her Sins, and 
receive not of her Plagues; inviting all 
to the Waters, to buy Wine and Milk 
without Money and without Price. 
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Satan is diſturbed at this, leſt he 
loſerh his Subjects, and he moves the 
Inhabitants of the Earth, who have 
been made & runk with the Wine of the 
great City's Fornication ; as alſo her 
Merchants, 1: they loſe their Gain 
and her great Men who lived deliciouſ- 
ly in her, feeding their Luſts; theſe 
will agree to war againſt the Lamb, 
and againſt his Saints; but the Wea- 
pons of the Warfare of Chriſt's Ser- 
vants are not carnal, but ſpiritual; 
and in the meek Spirit (after they have 
known the Fear of God) they perſuade 
others, exhorting them in Love and 
good Will ro their Bodies and Souls, 


beſeeching them to be reconciled to 


God, ſhewing them good Converſation 
and Examples, Patience and Forbear- 
ance, in order to gain them, as the A- 


poſtle Janes ſaid, Who is a wiſe Man, 


and endued with Knowledge among you 2 
Let him ſhew out of a good Converſation 
bis Works with Meekneſs of Wiſdom , 
but if ye have butter Envying and Strife 
in your Hearts, glory not, and lie not 
againſt the Truth; * Wiſdemdeſcend- 

164; _ 
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eth not from above, but is earthly, ſen. 
ſual and detiliſh: For where Envying 
and Strife is, there is Confuſion and 
every evil Work, but the Wiſdom that 
is from above, is firſt pure, then peacc- 
able, gentle and eaſy to be entreated, 
Full of Mercy and good Fruits, with- 

out Partiality, and without Hypocriſy, 
James iii. 13, 14, 15, 16, 17. This 
is the Wiſdom that gains upon the 
Hearts of People, in order ro turn them 
to God; not to drive them by Oppreſ- 
fion and Strength of Arm, and carnal 
Weapons. | | 
It is very poſfible, that Numbers of 
the true Church may be deceived by 
Satan, to hold forth ſome erroneous 
Points which the Church cannot bear; 
what therefore ſhall be done to ſuch, 
but after Perſuaſion and Advice, if they 
cannot be gained, then turn them out 
of the Unity of the Church, and there 
leave them amongſt the reft of Man- 
kind, to ftand or fall to their own 
Maſter ? But what if the Church is in 
Authority, and the Rulers and Officers 


are Members thereof? Is it not then 
ry lawful 


1 - (yr) 
"a lawful for the Officers to uſe Chaſ- 
a tiſement, as Fines and Impriſonment, 
b ia order to turn the Erroneous into the 
Way? Wu hate, + 1 FO OR | 
Of a Truth, it is not Perſecution © 
(that is, ro rob and impriſon) will ever 
bring People to love the Religion of 
thoſe that perſecute them; bur it gives 
them an Advantage to confirm and 
ſtrengthen them in their Way, and 
count themſelves ſufferiog Perſecution 
for the Sake of Chriſt mY their Con- 
ſcience, looking upon their Perſecutors 
to be cruel and unmerciful; for Per- 
ſecution is heingps;in the Sight of all 
that ſuffer undet it: But it is natural, 
and too often happens among the Pro- 
feſſors of Chriſtianity, when they get 
into Power, to raiſe Perſecution againſt 
thoſe that cannot join with them in 
Religion. This is alſo conttaty to the 
Nature of Chrift and his Command- 
ments, Law, and heavenly, Kingdom, 
which is not cf this World; neither 
are his Servants to war for it with car- 
then nal Weapons, as may be ſeen by his 
yful Docttine, when * „Wer of the Sa- 


marit anss 
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maritans would not receive. him and of 
his Diſciples. James and John ſeeing 4 
it, they ſaid, Lord, wilt thou we con- 
mand Fire to come down from "Heaven re 
and conſume them, even as Elias did? ec 
But he turned and rebuked then, and 
Said, Ye know not what manner of Spi. 
vit ye are of, for the Son of Man is not 
come to defiroy Men's Lives, but to 

ſave them, Luke ix. 54, 55, 56. 
Let us obſerve how far it was from 
ied to return any Revenge, though 
ower was in his Hand; and how he 
reproved that Spirit in his Diſciples, 
and utterly diſowned it, as a Thing 
contrary to his Natute, Kingdom and 
Goſpel. And ſince it is unlawful, and 
conttary to the Way of Chriſt to call 
for Fite from Heaven to deftroy thoſe 
that would not receive him, how much 
more unlawful is it to kindle a Fire on 
Earth to deſtroy ſuch as believe in 
- him, becauſe they cannot for Conſci- 
- ence ſake pin their Religion exactly tc 
the Sleeves of the Magiſtrates, and be- 
lieve and ſay every Thing like them 
And if People mult follow the Religio! 
144 7 55% 5 24 of 
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of thoſe that are in Authority, it is in 
vain for them to ſearch rhe Scriptures, 
and endeavour to try what is good, in 
order to follow it, becauſe they muſt 
receive the Magiſtrates Religion, or 
leave the Country, or elſe reſolve to 
die for their Religion. n 
The Perſecutors, by carrying cn and 
pleading for their Work, do juſtify all 
the cruel and curſed Perſecutors, who 
in all Ages afflicted God's People: But 
it is poſhble they may ſay, thoſe in 
Times paſt were wicked, and thoſe 
whom they perſecuted were good; but 
it is not ſo at this Time, becauſe: we 
are the godly People who are in the 
Way, and we endeavour to bring them 
that are gone aſtray to the Right, and 
to return to us. as 290 

Is not this the Plea and Excuſe by 
which all Perſecutors in Apes paſt, did 
ſeek to excuſe and ſhelter themſel ves, 
and Juſtify their Cauſe? Therefore 
ſince the Perſecutors of every Age 
have been of one Voice, how much 
greater Truth can be in theſe: Excuſes 
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in the Mouths of latter Perfecutors, 


more than in the former? It is in vain 
for them to ſay, We are the Lambs, 
let us perſecute the Wolves; becauſe 
till this Time of the World, the Lambs 
have : ſuffered, as the Apoftle ſaith, 


All that will live godly in Chriſt Jeſus 
| _ Naher Fenſecutia, 2 Tim. ii. 


hen a true Chriſtian! is fully ſes; 
the Commandments! of 
God, and the Magiſtrates command 
the contraty, the Falhful muſt ſuffer 
for his Religion, let come what will 
come, and ſay, as Peter and John, 
Met per ir be right in th# Sight of God. 
to 'bearRen unto yon more than unto 
God, judge ye, Acts iv. 19. Theſe lat - 
ter Ages verify the ſame Things. It 


ved to keep 


is feproachful ro relate, how much the 
People called 


ing the Command of Chriſt, who faid 
Swrar' not at ol; 


Magiſtrates) * ſmear, 377 


* 


Duakers ſuffered in Eng- 
land and other Places, becauſe they 
could not ſwear, for the ſake of keep- 


and yet they (che 


But 
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ain 


bs, 


{ 161 ) 


But Chiiſt gave forth the Com- 
mandment ſo clear and full, that all. 
the corrupted Sons of Adam cannot 
make it void. When Chriſt was ſnew- 
ing the Difference between his own 
Law, even the Law of the New Co- 
venant, and the Law of Moſes, he 
ſ1id, Ne have beard that it bath been 
ſaid by them of old Time, Thou ſhalt not 
for ſtoe ar thy ſelf, but ſhalt perform un- 
10 the Lord thine Oaths; But 1 ſay un- 
10 you, Swear not at all: Herein the 
firſt Place he forbids ſwearing to the 
Lord, which under the old Law was 
commanded ; yea further, Neither by 
Heaven, for it is God's Throne, nor by: 
the Earth, for it is his Footſtool z ner 
ther by Jeruſalem, for it is the City of 
the great King; neither ſhalt thou ſwear 
by thy Heud, becauſe thou canft not 
make one Hair white or black; but let 
your Communication be Tea, Tea, Nay, 
Nay; for whatſoever is more than theſe 
cometh of Evil. We ſee here that Chriſt 
hath forbidden all manner of Oaths, 
and alſo commanded nor to ſwear ar 
all, Mat. v. 33, 24, 35, 36, 37. 1 

Un | | ut 
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But there are many of thoſe that I not 
take upon them to be good Chriſtians I my 
in theſe Times, do not ſee a Neceſſity I ven: 
of keeping the Command of Chrilt ; I any 
therefore they ftrive to gather many If and 
Reaſons, ſeeking to caſt down and a- Con 
boliſh this Commandment and Doc- I| hou 
trine of Jeſus; but the more a Man, and 
that is wiſe in his own Sight, gathers agr. 
for Arguments and Reaſons to oppoſe | Sw: 
Chriſt, the more he makes himſelf ed 
an Enemy and Reſiſter of him : For fro 
he is the Author of the New Covenant, 
the true Lawgiver, the great Prophet, 
whom every one 1s to hear under the 
Pain of being cut off; then where will 
a Man go to hunt for, or gather Ar- 
guments to ſtand for his Act of Swear- 
ing ? If he goes to the Law of Moſes, 
_ Chriſt hath changed that; thou haſt 
nothing there unleſs thou wilt be a 
7ew. | 
But if thou comeſt to ſearch the 
New Teſtament, thou wilt find there 
the Apoſtle James of the ſame Mind 
with his Maſter, becauſe he gives 3 
manifeſt Command, that they ſhould 
; not 
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not ſwear, ſaying, Bur above all things, 
my Brethren, ſwear not, neither by Hea- 
ven, neither by the Earth, neuther by 
any other Oath; but let your Ie be Tea, : 
and your Nay, Nay, l ye fall into 
Condemnation, ja mes v. 12. See here 
how both theſe Teſtimonies of Chriſt 
and his Apoſtle meet each other, fo 
agreeably ro ſhut out all manner of 
Swearing. This Apoſtle alſo command- 
ed it above all Things, becauſe it came 
from his great Maſter, even the Lord 
cf Lords, and King of Kings, and like- 
wiſe under ſuch Danger, /eſi they 
ſhould fall into Condemnation. 

And yer People would hold forth, 
that neither Chriſt nor his Apoſtle did 
forbid Swearing before Magiſtrates, in 
a Way of bearing Witneſs in Cauſes : 
Burt of a Truth, theſe Teſtimonies of 
Chrift and his Apoſtle are wrought in- 
to a Ring, 10 intirely ſtrong, that there 
the is no room for Time or Cauſe to break 
1ere in upon them: But when any of thoſe 
lind who are for obſerving this Command, 
5 2 | come before Magiſtrates to be Wit- 
uld neſſes in a Cauſe, what will they an- 
not | N ſpwer? 
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ſwer? Hath not Chrift told them, and 
put Words into their Mouths, to wit, 
Let your Communication be Yea, Tea, 
Nay, Nay: What ſoever is more than 
theſe, cometh of Evil. And the Apo- 
file likewiſe,' Let your Tea be Ira, and 
your Nay be Nay, left you fall into Con. 
demnation. Of a Truth, great is the 
Difference between the Voice ot the 
Apoſtle, and that of the pteſent World, 
where he ſays, Above all Things, ſwear 
not at al; but they ſay, Above all things 
you muſt f They will not allow 
any to be a Miniſter in-the Church, 
without he is firſt ſworn, which is a 
Breach of the Command of Chriſt ; as 
if they deemed that 'a Man is not fit 
for any Service in the World without 
he firſt ſwears. | 
It would be but reaſonable for Peo- 
ple that confeſs Chriſt, if they could 
not forbear Swearing, to be eafie with 


thoſe that would forbear, becauſe of 


keeping the Commandment. O ever- 
lofting Father, Lord of Heaven and 


Earth,” enlighten thou the Children of 


Men, draw them our of Babylon, that 


: dark 
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dark City, where is Envy and Malice, 
Pride and Contention, Revenge, Wars, 
and ſpilling of Blood; remove them to 
the New Jeruſalem, where there is 
Light, where there is Love, where there 
is Tranquility, Feace, Unity, Dutieneſs, 
and Fellowſhip-one with another, and with 
the Fuber, and the Lamb, among all tbe 
CHIZEnS. 
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CHAP. IX 


Concerning Antiehriſt, the Fall of *. 
Babylon, tbe Beaſt, and Falſe 
Prophet. 


HE Meſſage which the Servants 


of God — of him, and de- 
clared unto others, That God is Light, 
and in him is no Darkneſs at all; and 
the Work which God ſer them upon, 
was, to turn People from Darkneſs o 


Light, and from the Power of Satan un- 


0 God, even from the dark Kingdom, 
(nhere the Ah Te Spirit doth. 
4 


govern): 
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govern) to the Kingdom of Light, 
_ whereof” the Lord God is the Light, 
and to that City which hath no Need 
of the Sun, neither of the Moon to ſhine 
in it; for the Glory of Gcd did lighten 
ir, and the Lamb is the Light thereof, 
and the Nations of them that are ſaved, 
ſhall walk in the Light of it, Revel. xxi. 
22, 24. The Sun ſhall be no more thy 
Light by Day, neuher for Brightneſs 
ſhall the Moon give Light unto thee ;, 
but the Lord ſhall be unto thee an ever- 
laſting Light, and thy God thy Glory, 
Iſa. Ix. 19. | | 
This is the Work of the true Apo- 
files, even to call People ro God, who 
is Light, and hath enlightned every 
Man, and calls them to Chriſt who is 
the Light of Life; and this Light, 
(which is the Father and the Son) hath 
lizhted every Man that came into the 
World; And this is the Condemnation, 
that Light :s come into the World, and 
Men loved Darkneſs rather than Light, 
becauſe their Deeds were evil: For 
every one that deth Evil hateth the 
Light, neither cometh to the Light, 5 
Is 
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bis Deeds ſhould be reproved; but be 
that doth Truth, cometh to the. Light, 
that bis Needs may be made , manifeſt 
that they are wrought in Ged, John iii. 
19, 20, 21. ; "ox 
So they that hate t 
ſelves, they hate God, becauſe he re- 


he Light in them- 


proves them for their Sins; and where 
they love Darkneſs in themſelves, they 
love the Devil, who ſpeaks Peace to 
them, though they walk after their 


own Hearts Luſts. 


Thus the Miniſters 


which God and Chriſt ſend, are nated 
by the World, becauſe they ſpeak a- 
gainſt Evil in Men. Therefore Jeſus 
comforted his Diſciples, ſaying, 1 rhe 
World hate you, ye know it bated me be- 


fore it bated you : If. ye were of the 


World, the World would love his own 
but becauſe ye are not of the World, but 
T have choſen ye out of the World, there- 


19. 


A 


nd in as much as 


not receive, nor be P 
e 


Miniſters as Chriſt 
World did and doth provide and ac- 


fore the World bateth you, John xv. 18, 


the World could 
leaſed with ſuch 
nt ; therefore the 


commodate 
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commodate themſelves with Miniſters 
to their' own Content, who will ſay 
what may pleaſe them : So they, hay- 
ing itching Fars, heap unto themſelves 
Teachers, who will have their Per ſons 
in Admiration becauſe of Advantage, 
0 16. The World ficteth its Mini- 
ſters by its own Spirit and Wiſdom, 
and as John ſaid, They are of the World, 
therefore ſpeak they of the World, and 
the World heartth them. And as ye 
Have heard that Antichriſt ſhall come, 
even now are there many Antichriſſbs, 
"whereby we know that it is the laft Time : 
They went out from us, but they were 
not of us, for if they had been of us. 
they would no doubt have continued with 
us; but they went out, that they might 


#s, 1 John iv. 5. ii. 18, 19. 

Theſe are the falſe Prophets of 
whom Chriſt ſpoke, that they were 
to come among them in Sheeps Cloath- 
ing, whom they were to be aware of, 
and know them by their Fruits, Mat. 
vii. 15. And theſe falſe Teachers crepr 
Y <3 1% eb Fi. rt 0M 
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ze made manifeſt that they were not of 


againſt them, as may be ſeen, 2 Cop. 


Languages, and human Wiſdom, ro 


Miniſtry : Then the Spirit of Jeſus and 


Wiſdom and Honour, were ſet up in- 


e 
into the Church in the Days of the 
Apoſtles, who bore their Teſtimonies 


ix. 12, 13. 14, 15. Fade 4, 8, 10, 
11, 12, 16, 19. and ſeveral other 
—— Fi. 

So Corruption grew among the Teach- 
ers of the Church : The Biſhops came 
to be prear and honourable in the 
World ; then went- to covet after Re- 
verence and Preheminence, high Pla- 
ces, Authority and Dominion over the 
Church, and over one another: Then 
great Gain and Riches muſt be had to 
fupport them in Honour, alſo: they 
muſt learn in the Schools Degrees, 


wat, oo AE 7 — 3 — —— 2 — — — — . — — 
D KN 2 ES en IE : — i — —ê . 
1 = * - | * . = n * 
* — * * — " 


— 
A 02) ga 


fit them to be Miniſters in the 
'Ch urch. | 9 ' 
So by this Corruption increafing from 


Age to Age, thoſe that were poor, il- 1 
literate and unlearned, have been de- 


bari'd from having any Share in the 


his Authority was excluded and ſhut 
out of the Church; but human Kule, 


. ſtead 
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ſtead thereof, preſuming Authority to 


make their Miniſters according to their 
own Wills and Way, ſetting upon them 
the Riches and Glory of this World; 
then every one was to countenance his 
own Way, and to lock after his Gain 
from his Quarter and Place where it 
was ordered ' him. Lo here! Such 
Watchmen as were of old Time, who 
were ignorant, yea, they were greedy 
Dogs which can never bave enough, and 
they are Shepberds that cannot under- 
ſtand, Iſa. 1vi. 11. 

- Theſe Sort of Shepherds God pro- 
claimed Woe againſt, Who fed them- 


ſelves and not the Flock, ſaying, ye eat 


the Fat, and ye cloath you with the Wool, 
ye kill them that are fed, but ye feed not 


the Flock: The Di ſeaſed have ye not 


ſtrengthened, neither have ye healed that 
which was ſick, neither haue ye bound 
up that which was broken, neither have 
ye brought again that which was driven 


away, neither have ye ſought that which 
: was loft; but with Force and Cruelty 
. bave ye ruled them, Ezek. xxxiv. 2, 3, 


The 


Lies, and by their Ligbtneſa; yer I ſent 


with their Teeth, and cry Feace, and 


(1791 ) 


The ſame Complaint was, made by. 
the Prophet Feremiab againſt the Pro- 
phets of Jeruſalem, uh ſtrengthened 
the Hands of Evil. doers, that none te: 
turned from their Mickedneſs : They. 
ſay ſtil unto them i bai deſpiſe me, the. 
Lord hath ſaid ye ſhall hade Feace ;, and 
they ſay unte every one that ualſteth 
after the Imagination of his own Heart, 
no Evil ſhall come unto vo; I bave not 
ſent theſe.' Prophets, yet they ran. I 
have not ſpoken to them, yet they fro 
pheſied. But if they had flood in my. 
Counſel, and cauſed my People to bear” 
my Words, then they ſhould have turned 
e their. evil Way, and 
from the Evil of their Doings * And, 
they cauſe my People to err by their 


them not, nor commanded them; there-. 
fore they ſhall not profit this People at 
all, ſaith the Lord, Jer. xxiii. 17, 27, 
22, 23 Alſo by the Prophet Micah, 
Thus ſaith the Lord concerning the. Fro- 
phers that make my People err, that bite 


zbat puteth vor into their Mouths, 229 
| toe 


5 1 
even prepare War againſt him. The 
Heads thereof judge for Reward; and 
the Prieſts thereof preach for Hire, and 
the Prophets t hereof divine for Money: 
Tet they will lean upon the Lord, and ſay, 
Ie not the Lord among ut? None Evil 
can come * xs, Mic. iii. 5. 11. 
And in Truth, though there be falſe 


. 


Teachers in this latter Time, that are 
decked with the Whore's Jewels, and 
although they hold the golden Cup, 


vet the ſame Root brings forth the 
ſame Fruit; and as Chriſt marked 


them, They. are .ravening Wolves, ye 


ſhall know them by their Fruile, Matt. 
vii. 15, 16. So did the Apoſtle Peter 


ſet the ſame Marks on the falſe Teach- . 


ers, ſaying of them, They are to come 
among the Chriſtians, And through 
Covetouſneſs ball they with feigned 
Weirds make Merchandize of you, whoſe 
Judgment now of a long "Time lingreth 
not, and their Damnation flumbereth 
not, having Eyes full of ' Adultery that 


cannot ceaſe from Sin, beguiling unſta- 


ble: Souls, an Heart they have exerciſed 
with covetous Praflices, curſed 'Chil- 
dren 


„ 
dren," which have. forſaken the right 
ay, and are gone aſtray, following the - 
Way of Balaam, 'who loved the Wages uf 
Unrighreouſneſs,. 2 Pet. H. 3, 14, 15. 174 

This covetous Spirit entred into the 
Hearts of ſome in the Church of Co- 
rinih, which cauſed the Apoſtle to be 
ſo ſtrict, that he would take nothing 
from any of them to anſwer his Necel-' 
ities, leſt he ſnould give them Occa+ 
fin, as he teſtifies at large, how he 
had been in Want whilſt he preached 


to them the Goſpel of God freely, 2 


Cor. ix. 9. 12, 13. And thoſe covetous 
Miniſters he teckoned to be falſe Apo- 
ſtles, deceitful Workers, being trans- 
ſormed into the Apoſtles of Chriſtt. 
And ofa Truth, great is the Difference 
between the Miniſtry and Miniſters 
of Chriſt, and the Miniſters and Mini- 
ſtry of Antichriſt; they are as unlike 
as Water is to Fire, or Light to Dark»: 
neſs : Chriſt called his Diſciples from 
unlearned Men, and fitted them by kis 
Grace and Inſpiration z but Antichriſt 
muſt have Scholars fitted with human 
Wiſdom. Chriſt communicated tieely: 
i) to 


Kn 
to them of his ſpiritual Goodneſs, com- 
manding them to give as they had re- 
ceived fteely; but the Miniſters of An- 
tichtiſt receive not freely: It is great 
Pains and Labour: to them, and Ex- 
pence of much Money; therefote it is 
coſtly to any that receive of them. The 
Metteugers of God called People to 
Chriſt the Fountain of living Water, 
that they might drink of the Water of 
Life freely, and buy. Wine and Milk 
without Money and without Price: 
But the Merchants of Babylon call eve- 
ry Body to their Shops after this man- 
ner, Come to us and buy, and if you do 
not buy, pay; and if you do not pay, we 
will make War again ſt h. Bur the A- 
poſtle Paul ſaith, I have covered no 
Man's Silver or Gold, 6r Apparel : Tea 
you yourſelves know, that theſe Hands 
haue miniſtred to my Neceſſity, and to 
them that were with, me, Acts xx. 33, 
34+ But theſe Merchants are too great 
to work with their Hands; they will 
have Gold, or Silver, Corn, Wool and 
Lambs, with Part of the Increaſe of 
Peoples Goods. 110 

| | | The 


The Apoſtle did not bid them believe 
Men, but God; ſaying, Do I ſeek ro 


7 "(+775 ) 

The Apoſtle ſaid; A Neceſſty is laid 
upon me ro preach tbe Goſpel, yea Moe 
is unto me if I do it not: Bur there is 
no Neceſſity upon theſe to preach any; 
but where they have the moſt Wages. 


pleaſe Men? For if I pleaſed Men, 1 
ſhowld not be the Servant of Chriſt, Gal. 
i. 10. But theſe are for pleafing ' of 
Men; therefore they are not the Ser- 
vants of Chriſt. Again, the ſame A- 
poſtle ſaith, I certiſie you Brethren, 
that the Goſpel which was SO of 
me, is not after Man; for I neither re- 
ceived it of Man, neither was I taught | 
it, but by the Revelation of Feſus Chriſt, ' | 
Vetſ. 11, 12. But theſe preach Do- | 
Eri ne (which they call Goſpel) after 
they receive it, and learn it of Men, 
and not by the Revelation of Jeſus 
Chriſt ; for rhey deny ſpiritual Reve- 

lation in theſe. Days. Alſo the ſame 

Apoſtle ſaith, Fe have received not 
the Spirit of the World, but the Spirit 

which is of God; that we might know the 

Things that are freely given us of God: 

| Which 
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(176) 
Which Things alſo we ſpeak, not in the 
Fords which Man's Wiſdom 1eacheth, 
hut which the Holy Ghoft reacheth, I Cox, 
ot IS: 0 

But theſe do not profeſs that they 
have received the Spirit of God; nor 
is what they preach freely given them 
of God; neither do they - ſpeak. the 
Words which the Holy Ghoſt teach- 
eth, bur thoſe that Man's Vina 


ä teacheth. 


Nov it is high Time for People to 

be awakened out of Sleep, and 232 
vour for their Lives to come out of 
Babylon : For a Voice from Heaven calls, 
Come out of her my People, that ye be 


nut Partakers of her Sins, and that ye 


receive not of her Plagues: For her Sins 
have reached unto Heaven, and God 
bath remembred her Iniquities : There- 
fore ſhall her Plagues come in one Day: 


Death, and Mourning and Famine, and 
_ ſhe: \ ſhall be 2200 burnt with Fire; 


or flrong i is the Lord God who judge t 
her.” And the Kings of the. Earth who 
have committed wang and lived 

* E acheronfly 
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deliciouſly.mith her, ſhall bewgil her, and 
lament for ber, when they ſhall ſee the 
Smoke of her Burning ſtanding afar off, 
for the Fear of her Torment, ſaying, a- 
las, alas! that great City Babylon, that 
mighty City! For in one Hour is thy © 
Fudgment come: And the Merchants 
of the Earth ſhall weep and mourn 
over her; for no Man buyeth ber Mer- 
chandize any more, the Merchandize of 
Gold, and Silver, aud precious Stones, 
and of Pearls, Rev. xviil. 4, 5z 8, 9, 10, 
11, 12. . 
Here is the Gaity the Whore has 
been deck'd with, even by all manner 
of guilded Appearances, all the Shews 
of Religion, all Sorts of Shells and 
Husks, all manner of Traditions, Cu- 
ſtoms and Ordinances, every Form of 
Worſhip, Service and Duties; as 
alſo by adorning her Miniſters with 
Gold and Silver, Rewards, and great 
Gain, Honour, Preheminence and Au- 
thority to govern throughout all rhe 
Streets of the great City: Thus they 
were enriched by theſe Merchandizes. 


8 


But 


3 8 

But of Truth, the Time is at hand, 
when the Lord will bring to paſs this 
Prophecy, to wit, The Dowafal of 
Babylon: And then thoſe that trade in 
theſe Things, and they that have been 
made rich by her, will ſtand afar off 
from her, fearing her Torment, weep- 
ing and mourning; and it will not be 
without Cauſe that theſe ſhall weep 
and mourn, but for loſing their Riches 
and Honour, and for that none will 
buy any more of their Merchandize ; 
and likewiſe for Fear of her Torments 
and everlaſting Burning, becauſe they 
have lived deliciouſly in her, and were 
Partakers of her Sins; therefore her 
Plagues are to fall upon them. 
But the Voice faith, rejoice concern- 
ing her, O Heaven, and you the holy 
Apoſtles and Prophets, becauſe God is 
avenged of her for your Sakes? For then 
the Lamb opened the fifth Seal, John. ſaw 
under the Altar the Souls of them that 
were ſlain for the Word of God, and for 
the Teſtimony which they held, and they 
cried with a loud Voice, ſaying, . 
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1 
long, O Lord, holy and true, doſt thou 
not judge and avenge our Blood on them 
that dwell on the Earth? And white 
Robes were given unto every one of them, 
and it was ſaid unto them, that they 
ſhould reſt yet for a little Seaſon, until 
the Number of their fellow Servants and 
their Brethren that ſhould be Killed as 
they were,. ſhould be fulfilled, Rev. vi. 
9, 10, 11. Fs 
And indeed the Saints in Heaven and 
upon the Earth, do Jointly cry to him 
who fits upon the Throne, that he may 
haſten on his Journey againſt the Power 
of Darkneſs, and overwhelm Babylon, 
the Beaſt and falſe Prophet, and to ex- 
alt his great Name; and their Cry en- 
ters the Ears of the Almighty, and he 
makes ready to ſtretch forth and make 
bare his powerful Arm to avenge the 
Blood of his Saints and Prophets upon 
the great City, on her Inhabitants, her 
Merchants and great Men, who com- 


mitted Fornication with her, and thoſe 
that dwell upon the Earth, and have 
been drunk with the Wine of her 
Whoredom. | 


I Now 
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Now the Day begins to dawn, and 
the Lord ſends, and hath ſent his Meſ- 


 ſengers to preach the true Goſpel ; and 


tho there are many People that have 
been enlightned in a large Degree to 
behold the Prerence and Likeneſs of 
Worſhips that are among the Children 
of the World, who are yer in the Fleſh, 
fulfilling the Luſts thereof: Neverthe- 
leſs the Power of Darknefs and the Spi- 
rit of the great World are roo ſtrong 
for them to reſiſt; therefore it is ne- 
ceſſary that the Lord ſhould again ſend 
one Army of valiant, Soldiers againſt 
Babylon, who will ftand in the hoteft 
Fire, and - before the 'ſharpeſt Arrows, 
and the moſt cruel Enemies which Sa- 


tan 'owns, and that without turning 


their Faces to Aſſiſtance or Defence, but 
altogether truſt in the Lord, and Hand 
in the heavenly. Armour, as Lambs a- 
mong Wolves, until the Number of 


the Martyrs be fulfilled; and then when 
the Numbers of the fellow Servants, 
and Brethren of thoſe that are under the 


Altar ſtaying for them is made up, then 
the Blood of the Saints and * 
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(181,) 
ſhall be no more ſpilt by the Whore. - 
For the Lord will make bare the 4579 
of his great Power to appeat with his 
Servants, to quench the Violence of 
Fire, to ſtop the Mouths of Lions, te 
wear away the brenn of Archers, to 
ſmite thè Camp of the A{yrians, to 
open the Priſons, and brea yr bands 
in pieces; ſo the Lord will caſt dow! 
and demoliſh all the Caſtles and Bul- 
warks of Babylon, and he will blow his 
mighty Winds upon all her Woods, and 
all her fair Trees, to wither and con- 
RR. oO RS 
Indeed the ſpiritual Purpoſes and 
Prophecies which God revealed to 7% 
(when he was in the Spirit on the Lord's 
Day) are in a great meaſure come to 
paſs; the Church is coming up out of 
the Wilderneſs, and the Goſpel is freely 
preach'd in divers Countries, the ſpiri- 
tual Sun begins to ſhine, and is nor the 
One Thouſand Two Hundred and Sixty 
Days fully. expired fince the Church fled 
into the Wilderneſs? And is not the 
forty and two Months, even the lime 
wherein the Beaſt 57 Power given him 
2 ang 


1 
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os, neatexpiring,? For the Num- 
mentioned before is within a little 


of the forty and two Months. | 
But ſome may interpret thus, the 
Pope is the Beaſt, and by the Time he 
came, and by this Number he has yet 
about one hundred and fifty Years to 
reign: But it is eaſier for me to think, 
that the Devil and Satan was the firſt 
Beaſt that John ſaw riſing out 7 the 
ea, to wit, out of the Fulneſs and 


en of dle which had the 
Found by the Sword in the Time of 


hriſt and his Apoſtles, but now is re- 
Fived, and bas Authority from the Dra- 


gon towork forty two Mont he, and Power 


ever all Kindreds and Tongues and Na- 
tiont; and that the Pope was the ſe- 
cond Beaſt which came up out of the 
Earth, to do the Service of the firſt 
Beaſt, and id cauſe them that dwell on 
the Furth to whrſhip, tbe Devil, and to 
make Images to him, and reverence him, 
and receive bis. belliſh Marks in their 
Hands or in their Foreheads, that they 


| aight buy and ſell, Rev. xiil. 4, J 77 
11, 12,16, And fo the Downfal of 
BO Babylon 
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Babylon 2 the Door, and all her Glo- 
ry to be laid in the Daſt, and all her 
Shops, Riches and Merthandize to be 
burnt with the fiery Indignation of him̃ 
that ſus upon the Throne and d ives fof 
ever. NN Kenan 
And of a Truth the Lord hath raiſed 
Witneſſes for himſelf in theſe latter A- 
ges to preach the true Goſpel, and to 
proclaim againſt Babylon, but not in the 
Plate where was the ſtrongeſt Defence, 
and moſt cruel Soldiers of the Beaſt: 
But, after they had ſuffered in Exgland 
and other Places, Spoil and Impriſon- 
ment, and ſome the Loſs of their Lives 
God was pleaſed to ſoften the Hearts of 


the chief Men, and the Hands of Per- 


ſecutors grew weak, and Liberty of 
Conſcience in a large meaſure was 
granted; and then the Work in Part 
ſtood. Therefore there muſt be one 
Commotion again, and one fiery Bat- 
tle between the Lamb and the Dragon, 
and I believe ſome of the Soldiers of 
that Battle are already born: There» 
fore let every true Chtiſtian pray to his 
heavenly Father, _ he may haſten 
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onhisJoutney; to exalt his great Name 
and to deliver Men out of Babylon's 
Darknels, and bring them to the New 
Ferie ſalem, to live there under his 


Wings and in this Oy fin Peace and 
Holineſs, uw, .. 
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ang. TRUE WORSHIP. 


N N E Almighty God. whio made 

| Manijn:his own Image and Like- 
* and hath endowed him with 
and Underſtanding, giving 
him Authority to rule over all the Crea- 
Tures, it ist his Due to have Reverence 
and Obedience and Humility, as being 
rhe. Subſtance” of true Worſhip; for 
Morſhip is a Thing that the World 
makes a great Noiſe about, and much 
Strife concerning it, many ſet Ways are 
invented by the Con jectures of Man, and 
by the ——— Fleſh and Blood, 
to the End they may ſeek to pleaſe the 
1 — iata But God re- 
quires 
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queue of his Feople a ſpiritual Wor: 
ſhip to 1100 formed, but in the Spirit, 

as Chrift ſaid, God 75.4 Spirit, and they 
that worſhip him, muſt worſhip him in 
Spirit and in Truth; here is the Wor- 


{hip the World. knows nor, not the 


Place to worſhip. _ 

But Men will ſay, we muſt worſhip 
God in the Church; yet many are ſo 
ignorant, that they know not what the 
Church is, nor where the is; whereas 
the Church i is the People of God, who 
worſhip in Spirit even in God, who 
dwelleth in his People, and makes them 
a Temple for himſelf. 

And though there1s but one Church, 
yet ſhe is in a twofold State in the out- 
ward: For the Woman that John ſaw 
flying in the Wilderneſs from the Face 
of the Serpent, was the Church which 
God feeds there. Theſe the Perſecu- 
rors cannot ſpy out, theſe are diſperſed 
Bay all the World, ſome of all Pro- 

ſſions, ſome of all Kindreds, Tribes 
and Languages, who fear God and de- 
part from Iniquity for John ſaw an 
Angel fl ying in the mid Heaven, 


14 having 
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having the everlaſting Goſpel to preach 
unto them that dwell on the Earth, and 
to every Nation, and Kindred, and 
Tongue, and People ; ſaying with-a loud 
Voice, fear God, and give Glory to him, 
for the Hour of his Judgment is come, 
and worſhip him that male Heaven and 
Earth, and the Sea, and the Fountains 
of Water, Rev. xiv. 6, 7. k 

And of a Truth, the Voice of this 
Angel hath reached to the utmoſt Part 
of the World, and there is a Witneſs 
in every Min that tells him he ſhould 
feat God and give him Glory; for his 
Judgment is within upon the Heart of 
the Sinner, by reaſon of his Wicked- 
neſs. Alſo the Heaven and the Earth, 
the Sea, Fountains of Water, and all 
the wonderful Works of the Creation 
are in the Sight of People, to ſhew 
them the Greatneſs and Power of him 
that made the whole: This ſhews them 
that Man ought to bow before the 
Creator of all things, and yield Adora- 
tion and Obedience to him. Alſo they 
have been illuminated with the Light 
which lighteneth every one that * 

= | et 


da. 2} 
eth into the World. This is the Light 
of Life, and the Grace that brings Sal- 
vation hath appeared untothem to reac 
them to {ear God and forſake Wicked- 


' neſs, that they may be acceptable. 


But in what Place, or after what 
Manner do theſe worſhip; inaſmuch as 
they are not yet gathered to worſhip by 
themſelves ? It is probable there are 
ſome of theſe belonging to all Sorts of 
Idol Worſhips which are among the 
Children of rhe World; but their Wor- 
ſhip doth not ſtand in what their Eyes 
ſee; nor in the thing, which their Ears 
hear, but in the Bowedneſs of their 
Hearts, Souls and Spirits in the inward 
Man, before the Almighty God; and 
tho* this Worſhip is not ry'd to Man; 
nor to Place nor Time, but when they 
turn inwardly into themſelves, and the 
Lord breaks in upon their Hearts, im 
the Confideration of his Mercies and 
Deliverances, his Protection and Love 
towards them. And in this Lowlineſs 
and ſpiritual Poverty, their Hearts are 
ſoftned, and their Souls and Spirits ten- 
der together. And this is the Wag 
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that God receives agceptably from eve · 
y one in particular, a the Penſon 
; Without any Body but him and the 
rd. This e of the {cat- 
tered Church and deu nö ſch 
is in che Spijjt, pan the Sight o 
Men: Of this Sort was the 4 


and which the Lord had in the Days 


of, Ahab. 

But the Place and Time he theſe 
ſhall come to know each other, we 
know not, tho the Lord may. gather 
ſome of them together to join in Wor- 
ſhip; for the Worſhip is the ſame, and 
they in the ſame ſpiritual Poverty do 
worſhip ; yea it is fuch Worſhip that 
God looks upon, tor bleſſed are the poor 
in Spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of 
Heaven, Mat. v. 3. Becauſe the Lord 
will viſit ſuch, even the poor and nee- 
dy, and the gontrite in Spirit, who 


temble at my Word, ſaith the Lord, a. 


Ixvi. 2, For his Promiſe i is, IWhere. tuo 
ar three are gathered together in my 
Name, there 1 am in the midſt of them, 
Mat. xviii. 20. This Worſhip is in Po- 
veny of Spitit, becauſe theſe 825 

nes 


( 189 ) 
Ones have nothing deſigned or prepas 
red before hand to ſpeak or act, but 
wait near the Lord for him to prepare 
them an Offering that will be accepra- 
ble in his Sight; for he hath promiſed 
to give of his Spirit unto his People, 
and teach them himſelf, and to make 
manifeſt unto them what they ſhall ſay 
or do. | 7 £54 "440 
And here is the Difference between 
the true Church which Chriſt. is the 
Head, Captain and Prince of, and the 
Idolatrous Churches which havedeck'd 
themſelves with a ſet Method, Service 
and Worſhip. When they come to- 
gether every thing is made ready; there 
is Plenty of old Prayers to be red to 
fill the Peoples Ears, and which of 
them belong to be read this Day, and 
which to the next Day of the Worſhip. 


And how little of the Scriptures is to 


be read on every Day of Worſhip ; there 
is alſo a Sermon deſigned, and by hu- 
man Wiſdom ſet in Order beforehand, 
ſo that they want nothing from the 
Lord; they have all Things ready; 
there is nothing but going upon the 

; Segvice 
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Service, in their own Time, and in 


their own Will, and in their own Pow⸗ 


er, without waiting upon the Lord for 


Help and Aſſiſtance; nor for the holy 
Spirit to refreſn and comfort them, and 


to be with them a Life and a Light to 
lead and guide them in their Service; 
for without the Light (that is Chriſt) 
we can do nothing that is acceptable. 

But the true Worſhipers, when they 


come together, the Buſineſs and Con - 


cern of every one in particular is to 
turn inward, and give his Heart and 
Mind to wait upon the Lord, for bis 
Preſence to refreſh their Souls: And 
their Prayers are in ſecret to their Hel- 
per, that he may appear in his Temple, 
to drive out the Buyers and Sellers, 
that they may witneſs true Silence in 
the inward Man from all carnal Sounds 
and Reaſonings of Fleſh and Blood, 
that they may in Quietneſs and Pati- 
ence poſſeſs their Souls, and reſign 
themſelves into the Hands of their 
heavenly Father, even as Clay in the 


Hand of the Potter, to the End that 


he may fit every one to the Service he 
hath prepared for him. 80 


| 4 QiI9x) 
So in this ſilent Waiting their ſtrength 
is renewed; and as it is written, They 


that wait upon the Lord ſhall renew their 


Strength, Ia, 1x. 31. In this true Si- 
lence they fir under the Teaching of 
that Anointing which they 74 
the Holy One, who it the Spirit of Truth, 
that leads into all Truth; and as this 
abides in them, they need not that any 
one teach them, but as the ſame Anoint= 


ing teacheth them all Things, 1 John it. | 


27. And when God ſees meet to put a 
Word into the Mouth of any one of 


them, he is to ſpeak what the Lord 


hath revealed and taughr him, x Cor. 
ii. 4, So is he to give it forth in De- 


monſtration and Power, and in the Vir- 


rue and Life of rhe Spirit, that it may 
be to Edification in the Church; ſor 
Deep calleth unto Deep, and Life reach- 
eth unto Life, and the Congregation go 
together to the Waters to drink- freely, 
Pial. Ixii. 7. And if any thing be re- 
vealed to one that ſits by, when the firſt 
is ſilent, that Stream of the ſpiritual 


Gift is turned to the other, becauſe 
that ſpiritual Liberty is in the true 


Church 
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are moved by the holy Spirit, and as 
the Lord pours upon them the Spirit of 
Grace and Supplication, they are to 
pray with the Spirit, and in the Spirit, 

as God reveals to them the Wants and. 
Neceſſities of the Congregation. 
So here is the Church that cometh 
up from the Wilderneſs, leaning upon 
her Beloved, Cant. viii. 5. Here alſo are 
the Worſhipers and their Worſhip ; and 

as the Spirit of Jeſus Chriſt is their 
Leader in their Worſhip, he likewiſe 
is to order them in their Lives and Con- 
verſations, and all their Affairs, teach- 
ing them to love one another, and to 


Member may keep his own Place, and 
learn of his Maſter to do the Service 
he has fitted him for, and puts him 
upon, and that every one may live a 
clean Life, and Converſation in Inno- 
cency and Simplicity of Heart, with 
his Eye to his Maſter, 

It is not the Place of any to puſh or 
drive - another forward in any of the 

Lord's Buſineſs, before he hath fitted 
2 | im 


Church, for every one to ſpeak as, they 
d as. 


take Care one for another, that every 


. 
him for the Work, and ſhewn it to him, 


and held his Light before him to en- 
lighten his Paths; therefore as every _Þ 


true Chriſtian 1s ordered and led in 
every thing by the Spirit of Truth, fo 
nos ought to rule in the Church of 
Chriſt bur the Spirit of Chriſt, 


And inaſmuch as no Man is a true 
Chriſtian, nor owned by Chrift, but he 


that hath his Spirit, there is no Con- 
* can be a true Church nor his 
heep, but thoſe that know him, hear 
his Voice and follow him; unto ſuch 
he is Head and Shepherd, King and 
Ruler, to order them at his Command, 
and lead them into fat Paſtures, and 
make them drink of the Water of Life, 
that they may live for ever with the 
Father and the Lamb, and walk in 
white Robes before the Throne, to ſing 
Hallelujah to him that lives for ever. 
To whom Obedience, Reverence and 
Honour is juſtly due; to whom be it 
returned from henceforth for ever and 
evermore. ; 
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